
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 1, 2015
REGULAR MEETING - 7:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST

Mayor Jerry A. Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Taylor, Council members Louise Barnes, Greg Allen,                    
Marlene Stowe, Guy Graham, Melani Torgersen, City Attorney Barry Huntington and
City Recorder Debra Allen. Deputy City Recorder Stephanie Steed was excused.                                                           
 
Also, present were Stanley Stowe, Blaine Porter, Karen Munson, Wade Barney, Geraldine Liston,
Jean Bramble, Ray Christian, Ron Rogers, Travis Seymour, Steve Seymour, Jeanne Seymour, Elaine Lott, John Meisenbach, Peggy Meisenbach, Marty Henrie, Sherri Meisenbach, 
Dan Meisenbach, Andre Yazdi, Terence Tontlewitcz, Janalee Bernardo, Shane Meisenbach, 
Dani Solis, Katie Dutton, Karin Simmons, Heather McKnight, Randy McKnight, Richard Lyman, and Heidi Chavez.
  
Mayor Taylor led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PERSONAL COMMENTS
MARTY HENRIE
Mrs. Henrie thanked the City Council for their work concerning her nuisance problem.

Mrs. Henrie asked if the portable stage for the Arts Festival could be stored by the City. Mayor Taylor said that needs be put on hold for right now.

Mrs. Henrie said she is pursuing the handicap access for the Senior Citizen Building. She said some State people are looking into it. 

KARIN SIMMONS
Mrs. Simmons thanked the Mayor and Council for all they do for the City. Mayor Taylor said he appreciated that and thanked her for the work she puts into the Arts Festival.

RICHARD LYMAN
Mr. Lyman said their motel can't be seen from the highway because of trees in front of the old Griffin Store. Also, the grass in front of his property is on city right-of-way, and he would like help caring for it. Mayor Taylor suggested he get on the next City Council agenda and then a decision could be made.





APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 18, 2015 MEETING
Council member Allen made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 18, 2015 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Stowe, Torgersen, Allen and Graham voting aye.                           

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES 
Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning discussed the Main Street (RM7) zone and reviewed the ordinances. Mayor Taylor said he has asked David Church to review our ordinances.

PAUL HABIB AND KYOKI KISHI - UPGRADE TO EXISTING HOME AND MISCELLANEOUS
Council member Stowe explained this project. This project meets all requirements and was approved by Planning and Zoning. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the municipal project approval form for Mr. Habib and Ms. Kishi. Council member Barnes                              seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham, Torgersen, and Barnes voting aye.

LAWRENCE G. BARNES - FENCE 
Council member Barnes stated a conflict of interest because Mr. Barnes is her husband.
Council member Stowe said this project meets all requirements and was approved by Planning and Zoning. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the municipal project approval form for Mr. Barnes. Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham and Torgersen, voting aye. Council member Barnes abstained from voting because of her conflict of interest.

SCHEDULED ITEMS
KARIN SIMMONS - ARTS FESTIVAL DONATION
Mrs. Simmons is requesting a donation of $1000.00 from the City for the Arts Festival. The money will be used to purchase a $500.00 tent, $300.00 toward children supplies and $200.00 toward the guest speaker. Mayor Taylor said the Garfield County Commissioners said this is one of the biggest festivals in the County, and they are very pleased with the efforts of the committee. The council agreed this is a good place to use The Resort Tax Fund. Council member Torgersen made a motion to donate $1000.00 to the Arts Festival. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham, Torgersen, and Barnes voting aye.

TRAVIS SEYMOUR - NEW WATER METER AND SEWER CONNECTION
MR. SEYMOUR
Mr. Seymour is requesting a water and sewer connection for his property on 800 West, 255 South.
Blaine Porter, City Works Manager, said this is available to his property. These connections will have to be installed by a contractor. Council member Barnes said if the road needs to be cut there will be an additional charge of $500.00. Council member Torgersen made a motion to approve a new water meter and sewer connection for Mr. Seymour. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham, Torgersen, and Barnes voting aye.

KAREN MUNSON - MOCK DISASTER
Mrs. Munson said the Disaster Committee is planning a Mock Disaster on October 26, 2015.  They have been working on this procedure and now want to test it and make adjustments where needed. This matter was discussed at length.

FOREST SERVICE PUMPER TRUCK
Mayor Taylor said the money is available and this is needed. Council member Barnes                 made a motion to purchase the Forest Service Pumper Truck. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham, Torgersen, and Barnes voting aye.

DRAINAGE
Council member Allen said the Master Plan is complete and would like to have Rich White from Earth Fax start looking for money to go forward with the drainage project. Council member Allen said the City drainage is needing improvements. Council member Graham said he agrees that the City needs to move forward with the drainage project. Council member Allen made a motion to have Rich White from Earth Fax start looking for grant money for the City drainage project. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham, Torgersen, and Barnes voting aye.

ANNEXATION PROTEST
City Attorney Barry Huntington said there are two protests, but the unsigned protest is not to be considered. City Attorney Huntington said the other protest needs to go before the Garfield County Boundary Commission and the annexation cannot proceed until it does. This item was discussed at length. Mayor Taylor asked to be notified when the Garfield County Boundary Committee meets.
Karen Munson would also like to be notified. Council member Allen made a motion to proceed to the Garfield County Boundary Commission. Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham, Torgersen, and Barnes voting aye.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
ADMINISTRATIVE
Administrative Department had nothing to report.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department had nothing to report.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not at said meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR JERRY A. TAYLOR
Mayor Taylor said there will be a Rock Art Festival held in Escalante, October 2 - 5, 2015. There will be speakers and also trips around the area. They are looking for two volunteers to guide the tours. Anyone interested in guiding, needs to contact Mayor Taylor.

Mayor Taylor said the Western Freedom Festival will be held October 23, 2015, at Southern Utah University in Cedar City, Utah. The festival will include a concert with Darryl Worley. Tickets may be accessed at westernfreedomfest.com.

Mayor Taylor said there will be a Fly-In at the Escalante Airport October 15-17, 2015. 

Mayor Taylor appreciates everyone for coming out and what they do for the community.

COUNCIL MEMBER GREG ALLEN
Council member Allen said he receives calls from people investigating fuel, and other inquiries about our airport weekly.

Council member said the air conditioner at the airport house was recently struck by lightning. The homeowners insurance will cover the cost. Council member Allen said this is needed for the pilots' room as well as the family living there.

COUNCIL MEMBER MELANI TORGERSEN
Council member Torgersen had nothing to report.

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report.

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe said she cleaned up around the front of the dumpsters and pulled weeds.

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said candidate signs have to be displayed on private property.

UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Barnes made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Stowe                                 seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Allen, Torgersen,  Stowe and Graham voting aye.

Council member Allen made a motion to go into executive session to discuss possible litigation at 7:44 p.m. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Barnes, Graham, Stowe, Allen, and Torgersen voting aye. Present at the executive session were Mayor Taylor, Council members Barnes, Graham, Stowe, Allen, Torgersen, City Attorney Huntington, and City Recorder Allen. The Council came out of executive session at 8:21 p.m.




Council member Stowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:21p.m. 
Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried all in favor.
  


__________________________________________
Debra Allen/City Recorder

Date minutes approved: ______
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