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	Committee
	Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission

	

	Date
Time
Location
	Thursday, September 24, 2015
8:00am – 12:00 pm
Seagull Room

	

	Members Present
	Kelsie Strong, John Ashton, Gil Miller, David Jordan, David Roth, Shannon Sebahar, Eric DeRosia, Di Allison, Bob Fotheringham, Ann Marie Allen, Ron Gordon, Sonya Martinez

	Members Excused
	Nate Alder

	
	

	Guests
	Paul Tonks, Fred Pilot(phone), Mark Schwarz

	Staff
	Kelsey Garner, Joanne Slotnik, Liz Cordova

	Agenda Item
	Welcome							John Ashton
Approval of Minutes

	Notes
	Motion:  Di moved to approve the minutes from August.  Gil seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

	

	Agenda Item
	Action Items: Pronoun Confusion in comments
                        Use of comments in narratives                     John Ashton

	Action Items
	The commission discussed the situation where there is a comment on a report that uses an incorrect pronoun for the judge they are referring to.  (Referring to a female judge as “him”, or the opposite.)  Joanne states there are two issues. One is data integrity and one is political. The data has been transferred correctly from the data set to the report, we know this.  But, the incorrect pronoun makes it immediately suspect, in many people’s eyes.  We could correct it, but is it really appropriate to correct people’s responses?   

The group discussed whether we should fix the incorrect comment or not. One idea was attempting to contact the respondent to clarify, but we want to protect their anonymity.  Many felt if we take out the comment, we must also remove all the individual respondent’s scores on the survey completely.

Motion: Ron moves to look at the comments individually, and if there is an incorrect name or pronoun and nothing else to show who they are referring to, then the entire response is removed at the discretion of JPEC. Gil seconded the motion which failed 4-7, those opposed: Sonya, Dave R., Di, Shannon, Kelsie, Bob, John.

The motion failed so the group discussed what can be done this round. 

Motion: Bob moves to acknowledge that a comment could be a mistake, but because it doesn’t change the data, it will stand in the report, and this will be explained to the judge in a cover letter.  After discussion, John rephrased Bob’s motion to
prepare a footnote or letter that addresses the circumstance to the particularly affected judge.  The motion, apparently second-less, passed 11-1, with Ron Gordon opposed.  Joanne will come up with some language to discuss next time.

Use of comments in narratives – 
We need to revisit the issue of writers using actual comments from the reports in the narratives.  While comments can illustrate points and contribute to lively writing, the larger issue is that they are not included in the published report because of the danger of taking them out of context.  Comments and individual courtroom observation reports can be accessed by a GRAMA request.  The group determined that direct quotes from commenters should not be used in narratives.

Joanne notes that we had an appropriation to hire a justice court person, and are not going to hire that person until the next fiscal year, so we will lose the $65,000 appropriation for this year, although our ongoing appropriation is still intact.  Ron advises we may risk losing the appropriation completely if we do not hire someone until FY2016, which is 2 years beyond when the money was appropriated.  We have just reason for not hiring yet, but will have to make our case to key legislators.

The Editorial Supercommittee (Bob, Dave, Ron) has been reactivated.  Joanne is thrilled.. 

Joanne appeared before the Judicial Council this week.  Although the meeting went well, the judges expressed concern with the change in the adjective question.  They are not happy about the peer group comparison bar graph .    

	

	Agenda Item:
	Move to Closed Session
-To discuss the professional competence of individuals

	Notes:
	Motion: David J. moves to close the meeting.  Sonya seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

	

	Agenda Item:
	Open Session

	Notes:
	For the next round, Gil, Sonya, and David will each draft a narrative.  

	
	

	Adjourn:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to adjourn- Shannon; Second-Di. Unanimous

	Next meeting:
	The next JPEC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 13, 8 a.m.-Noon in the CCJJ conference room. 
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