
AGENDA 
Legislative Compensation Commission 

 
Thursday, October 8, 2015, 9:00 AM 

Kletting Room, Senate Building 
State Capitol Complex 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions – Cliff Strachan, GOMB 
 

2. Board Business 
 

a. Open and Public Meetings Act (annual training)  
 

b. Duties of the Legislative Compensation Commission 
i. Utah Constitution Article VI Section 9 
ii. Utah Code Annotated Title 36 Chapter 2  

(these are included at Appendix B of the 2014 Report) 
 

c. Selection of Chair/Vice Chair – for action 
 

d. Minutes from November 8, 2013 – for consideration 
 

3. Review of 2014 Report of the Legislative Compensation Commission 
 

4. Discussion on the work to be done for the 2016 Legislative Session 
 

a. Legislative Training Days 
i. Letter from Rep. James Dunnigan 
ii. HJR 6 and JR-1-S101 to S102 

 
b. Data for consideration 

 
c. Discussion 

 
5. Other/Adjourn 

Next meetings:  

• November 5, 2015, 9:00 AM, Seagull Room, Senate Building  
• December 3, 2015, 9:00 AM, Kletting Room, Senate Building  
• December 10, 2015, 9:00 AM, Kletting Room, Senate Building 
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Meeting Packet Contents 
 
Page Item          Source 
3 Summary of Key Provisions of Open and Public Meetings Act OLRGC  

5 Minutes (draft) from November 8, 2013 meeting   GOMB 

7 Letter from Rep. James Dunnigan     House 

8 HJR 6 and JR-1-S101 to S102      GOMB  

15  Tables of data for 2016 report      GOMB 

 
Items included but separate from the meeting packet     Source 
2014 Report of the Legislative Compensation Commission   GOMB 
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The Open and Public Meetings Act was enacted upon the premise that the state, its 

agencies, and its political subdivisions exist to conduct the people's business. As such, a 

public body should deliberate and take action openly (Section 52-4-102).  

 
Definitions (Section 52-4-103)  

 Meeting means a convening of a public body or a 

specified body, with a quorum present, to discuss, 

receive comment on, or act upon a matter over 

which the public body or the specified body has 

jurisdiction or advisory power.  

 Meeting does not include a chance or social 

gathering, a convening of a public body that has 

both legislative and executive responsibilities in 

certain circumstances, or a convening of the State 

Tax Commission to consider a confidential tax matter.  

 Public Body means any administrative, advisory, executive, or legislative body of the state or 

its political subdivisions that is created by the Utah Constitution, or any state statute, rule, 

ordinance, or resolution; expends, disburses, or is supported by tax revenue; and is vested with 

the authority to make decisions regarding the public’s business.  

 Specified Body is an administrative, advisory, executive, or legislative body that is not a public 

body and has at least one member who is a legislator officially appointed by the president of 

the Senate, the speaker of the House of Representatives, or the governor.  

 

Public Notice (Section 52-4-202)  

 A public body, or specified body meeting at the capitol hill complex, shall give notice at least 

24 hours before each meeting. The public notice shall: 

o include the date, time, and place of the meeting;  

o include an agenda that lists specific topics to be considered;  

o be posted in specified places, including the Utah Public Notice Website; and  

o be provided to a newspaper or local media correspondent.  

 A public body may discuss a topic raised by the public that is not listed on the agenda, but 
may not take final action on the topic. 

 

Minutes and Recordings (Section 52-4-203)  

 A public body shall keep written minutes and a recording of all meetings. A recording is not 

required for a site visit if no vote or action is taken by the public body.  

 Pending minutes shall indicate that the public body has not yet approved the minutes, and be 

available to the public within 30 days of the meeting.  

 Within three business days after holding a public meeting, a recording of an open meeting 

shall be posted on the Utah Public Notice Website.  

 Within three business days after approving written minutes, the approved minutes and any 

public materials distributed at the meeting shall be  

o posted on the Utah Public Notice Website, and 

o made available at the public body's primary office 

 

 

 

HB 117 – Removes provisions that  

exempt certain local public bodies 

that have an annual budget of less 

than $1 million from public notice 

requirements. 

HB 251 – Includes an interlocal entity  

or a joint cooperative undertaking in 

the definition of a "public body." 

 

Substantive 2015 Amendments 

Open and Public Meetings Act 
A Summary of Key Provisions for Legislators – April 2015  
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Closed Meetings (Sections 52-4-204, and 52-4-205) 

 A public body may only hold a closed meeting for certain reasons, including the discussion of  

o a person’s character, competence, or health;  

o strategy for collective bargaining;  

o pending or imminent litigation;  

o an acquisition or sale of real property, including water rights or shares;  

o the deployment of security personnel, devices, or systems; 

o the investigation of criminal conduct;  

o the receipt or review of ethics complaints by the Independent Legislative Ethics 

Commission; 

o certain matters under the jurisdiction of a legislative ethics committee; 

o certain legislative or political subdivision ethics complaint matters; or 

o certain deliberations and decision making involved in the procurement process. 

 The public body shall announce the reasons for closing the meeting and enter the reasons into 

the minutes of the open meeting.  

 A meeting is open to the public unless it is closed by a two-thirds vote with a quorum present 

at the open meeting.  

 A public body may not close a meeting to discuss filling a midterm vacancy or temporary 

absence for an elected position, or to discuss a person whose name was submitted for 

consideration to fill a midterm vacancy or temporary absence for an elected position.  

 An ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, contract, or appointment may not be approved 

during the closed portion of a meeting. 

 A vote is not required to close a meeting for the Independent Legislative Ethics Commission to 

review an ethics complaint.  

 

Emergency Meetings (Section 52-4-202)  

A public body or a specified body may hold an emergency meeting and is not required to give 24-

hour notice if unforeseen circumstances arise that require urgent consideration. However, a public 

body may not hold an emergency meeting unless it makes an attempt to notify all members of the 

public body and a majority of its members approve the meeting.  
 

Electronic Meetings (Sections 52-4-207 and 52-4-209 and IR-3-1-105)  

 A public body may not convene or conduct a meeting by electronic communications unless 

it has adopted procedures to govern electronic meetings. 

 A legislator may participate in a public meeting from a remote location if: 

o The legislator will be more than 50 miles away from the meeting location; 

o The legislator requests that the chair allow the legislator to participate from a remote 

location; and 

o The chair obtains permission from the speaker of the House and president of the Senate 

to conduct an electronic meeting. 
 

Penalties (Sections 52-4-302 and 52-4-305)  

 Open Meetings—Any final action taken in violation of the Open and Public Meetings Act is 

voidable by a court.  

 Closed Meetings—It is a class B misdemeanor to knowingly or intentionally violate closed 

meeting provisions of the Open and Public Meetings Act.  

 
*A public body shall provide annual training to its members on the requirements of the Open & Public Meetings Act (Section 52-4-

104). This summary is intended for a state legislative audience and should not be construed as exhaustively addressing requirements 

of the act for other public bodies. 
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Draft Minutes of the

Legislative Compensation Commission

Friday, November 8, 2013 - 8:30 a.m.

Seagull Room, Senate Building

State Capitol Complex

Members present:

Paul Williams (Chair), David Pyne (Vice Chair)(via telephone), David Rail, James Gowans, Matthew Bell, and

Chris Bray

Members absent:

Derek Larsen

Staff present:

Cliff Strachan, Program Specialist, Governor’s Office of Management and Budget

Note: Additional information including related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at Utah’s Public Notice

Website (http://w w w .utah.gov/pmn) or by contacting the Governor’s Off ice of Management and Budget.

1. Call to Order

Paul Williams (Chair) welcomed commissioners and called the meeting to order. He noted David Pyne is

participating by telephone and Derek Larsen is excused.

2. Commission Business

a. Minutes from November 1, 2013

Motion: David Rail moved to approve the minutes of the November 1, 2013 meeting. CARRIED

3. Discussion on legislative compensation, recommendations, and review of the draft report

The commission reviewed the draft report section by section and minor changes to text and tables were

made. The commission directed staff to:

● prepare two more tables based on tables 14 and 15 that show the relative changes in rankings for

the proposed adjustment to leadership pay; and

● add another chart like that on page 20 to the leadership discussion beginning on page 22 of the

draft report, charts to summarize the new tables.

Motion: Paul Williams moved to approve the report with the changes discussed and to issue the report on

December 10, 2013. CARRIED Unanimously

1
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5. Other/Adjourn

Paul Williams (Chair) thanked commissioners and staff for their work on this commission. Remaining

scheduled meetings are now cancelled. He and staff will attend the Executive Appropriations Committee

meeting on December 10, 2013 to respond to any questions legislators might ask. He does not anticipate

making a presentation.

Motion: Chris Bray moved to adjourn. CARRIED

No more meetings are scheduled. The Commission will issue its report on December 10, 2013.

ADDITIONAL NOTE: The audio recording device stopped working during the call to order. Therefore, no audio

of the meeting is available.

2
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Legislative Rules

Page 1

Effective 3/11/2015
JR5-1-101 Definitions.

          As used in this title:
(1) "Authorized legislative day" means:

(a) a general session day, which includes any day during the period that begins on the day that
the Legislature convenes in annual general session until midnight of the 45th day of the
annual general session;

(b) a special session day;
(c) a veto override session day;
(d) an interim day designated by the Legislative Management Committee; or
(e) any other day that includes a meeting of a committee, subcommittee, commission, task force,

or other legislative meeting, provided that:
(i) the committee, subcommittee, commission, task force, or other entity is created by statute or

joint resolution;
(ii) the legislator's attendance at the meeting is approved by the Legislative Management

Committee; and
(iii) service and payment for service by the legislator is not in violation of the Utah Constitution,

including Article V and Article VI, Sections 6 and 7.
(2) "Authorized legislative training day" means a day, other than an authorized legislative day, for

which the Legislative Expenses Oversight Committee approves the reimbursement of expenses
for lodging, meals, or transportation for a legislator or legislator-elect to attend:

(a) chair training;
(b) an issue briefing;
(c) legislative leadership instruction;
(d) legislative process training;
(e) legislative rules training;
(f) new legislator orientation; or
(g) another meeting to brief, instruct, orient, or train a legislator or legislator-elect in furtherance

of the legislator's or legislator-elect's official duties.
(3) "Reimbursement" means money paid to compensate a legislator for money spent by the

legislator in furtherance of the legislator's official duties.
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Legislative Rules

Page 1

Effective 3/11/2015
JR5-1-102 Legislative Expenses Oversight Committee.
(1) The presiding officer and the majority leader and minority leader of each house are the

Legislative Expenses Oversight Committee for that house.
(2) Each committee shall:

(a) establish procedures to implement the rules on legislative expenses, including establishing
systems and procedures for the reimbursement of legislative expenses;

(b) ensure that procedures are established for the purpose of avoiding duplicate or improper
payments or reimbursements; and

(c) meet at least annually, or at the request of a majority of the committee, to review legislative
expenses and travel budgets.

(3) Each committee may, for a calendar year, authorize:
(a) up to four authorized legislative training days for a legislator; and
(b) up to two additional authorized legislative training days for a:

(i) legislator-elect; or
(ii) legislator who is in the first year of office.

(4) The presiding officer may authorize temporary emergency legislative expenses.
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