


Town of Koosharem Council Regular Meeting Minutes
Koosharem Town Council Room
May 7, 2014



Roll Call 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Town Council: Mayor Pro Temp Jeff Hatch, Council members: Clark Beard, Rhonda Robinson; Clerk: Sandy Lee; Treasurer: Lisa Burr

Absent: Council Member Terrin Hampton

Others Present:  Al Talbot, Jewel Kloth (Best Engineering), Danny Kloth, Lorna Stapley, Rae Lynn Lee
Ron Driggs, Van Ence, Charles DeLange, LaWayne Hatch, Jay Hatch, Jill Sorenson, Gary Moulton (SCSO), Brent Bagley                           

Called to Order
Jeff Hatch, Mayor Pro Temp called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.


Public Comments
The Supreme Court ruled that prayer is allowed at town council meetings.


Consent Agenda
The April check detail and the minutes for April 2nd were presented to the Town Council for review and approval.   

Council member Rhonda Robinson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Council member Clark Beard seconded the motion.  Roll call vote: voting aye – Council members Beard, Hatch and Robinson.

Business
Lorna Stapley and Alton Talbot are the two people that submitted their names for consideration for Mayor.  Qualifications for both applicants were reviewed.  Alton Talbot invited to stand and shared his background and employment experience.  Lorna Stapley was also invited to stand and share her background and employment experience. She provided a written copy of her “qualifications and experience” to the Council members.   The Council discussed the applicants and voted as follows:  Council member Beard – Alton Talbot; Council member Rhonda Robinson – Lorna Stapley; Jeff Hatch, Mayor Pro Temp – Lorna Stapley.   

Jeff Hatch made a motion to accept Lorna Stapley as the new Mayor.  Council Member Rhonda Robinson seconded the motion.

Clerk Sandy Lee administered the oath of office to Lorna Stapley.

                                                                                                                                                                                            
Resolution R2014-5 Accepting the Contract between Harward and Rees and the Town of Koosharem was presented.
Council member Rhonda Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution R2014-5. Council member Clark Beard seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  voting aye - Council members Beard, Hatch and Robinson.


Jill Sorenson discussed the water meter at the school (by the bridge) that has had high water bills. She compared it to the meter on the other side of the campus that serves about the same amount of students but the cost is considerably lower.  Jill stated that they have looked at the pipes and looked for leaks and tried to figure out what was going on with the meter.  The town recently put in a new two inch meter.  Since that time the bill has gone down substantially.  Council member Beard stated that the meter and the meter reader had been tested and it was determined that both the meter and meter reader were working properly.  Jill said that she wanted to work with the town and that she wanted to be fair and come up with and a simple resolution and reasonable agreement.  She asked that the town put forth a good faith effort to the people in the community.
Council member Hatch explained that he had reviewed the meter readings for the last three years and that there had been a large jump within the last year and there isn’t anything to explain it.  The meter does show a leak now, but it could be a toilet running or someone leaving the water on.  However, the meter does not indicate the high usage that was showing before.  Council member Beard said that the town now has a reader that will indicate when the water is being used, so if there are high readings again, it can be determined exactly when that is happening.  Council member Hatch replied that last month the reading was around 21,000 gallons, this month it is around 31,000 gallons.  Jill responded that 31,000 gallons would probably be the average.  The highest reading had been around 500,000 gallons.  Council member Hatch questioned if that was even possible on a three quarter inch line.  Even if the high reading of 500,000 gallons and the low reading of 60,000 gallons were thrown out, it would give an average of around of 180,000 gallons a month.  With the data the town has, Council member Hatch suggested that might even be a fair resolution to this.  The new meter and installation has not yet been billed to Sorenson’s Ranch.  Jill said all she was asking on the low side would be $1,000 and $2,000 on the high side.  She felt that if the average is determined over the last three years and taking in consideration the expense of the new meter and installation, Sorenson’s would still owe the town a little money.   Treasurer Lisa Burr asked Jill about a leak that was found when Sorenson’s started building the new cabin close to the meter that is in question and what they had found out about it.  Jill said she thought they were talking about the one that goes to the kitchen.  Then she backed up and said it was the one by the Elmer house.  Council member Hatch asked if it would be alright with the council to come up with an average and apply it to where the big jump was.

Council member Beard made a motion to go back on three years and average it and take what the over usage was and eliminate it.  Council member Robinson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – voting aye:  Beard, Hatch, Robinson.

Jill Sorenson asked what her options were for gaining water on 200 East clear down at the end.  A golf course will be built there and eventually their house.  Can they hook into town water?  If they can’t then they would have to go a different direction which will be very costly.  Jill stated she would rather pay for pipes and get water out to the property and hook it to the town than go another way.  Council member Beard questioned going across county lines for the water.  Council member Hatch said that there are already lines in Piute County.  He didn’t think the county line was an issue.  The issue is what the town thinks about it.  Council member Hatch stated that the town has plenty of water.  Mayor Stapley said that she thought there was an ordinance that was passed that water could not delivered outside city limits.  There would have to be an exception to do it.  Those that currently have water outside city limits had the water before the ordinance was passed.  Jill said she was aware that running the pipes to connect to the town would be their burden.  Mayor Stapley emphasized that the town would get the revenue off the water, but the town would be responsible for the line.  If it is not that far, it is not a good issue, but the farther you run it can become an issue.  Jill asked that it be researched and see what can be done.  She also asked about the possibility of annexation and roads.  Jill would like it put back on the agenda for July.  The Council agreed to do some research.

Jay and LaWayne Hatch talked about annexation.  LaWayne stated that it had been approved in the past but had never been recorded.  He provided a plat map to the council.   He also provided a copy of the fees that were paid in 2008.  Treasurer Burr explained what had happened previously.  The annexation plat map dated May 16, 2008 was approved by the Town Council with recommendations from the Planning Commission.  That was where it was left.  Then in 2012 it was brought up again.  Council member Hatch stated that he had spoken to the Lawyer at the Utah League of Cities and Towns and that the General Plan is not code.  Planning Commission is using it as code.  No one can beat you up with it.  Is a malleable thing that can be changed as needed. Mayor Stapley commented that the Planning Commission got hung up with this because they think that you are doing a subdivision, those are different.  Treasurer Burr stated that the Planning Commission is planning to make the changes in their next meeting on May 19th.  Mayor Stapley said personally, that she thought it was all done.  She felt that the Council should take a vote and let them get on with it. They want to put a new business in with new revenue into our community, more tax base.  I personally, my vote would be to let them record it and get on with what they are doing.  Council member Hatch removed himself from the vote.

Mayor Stapley made a motion to approve them to have it recorded and get on with it. Council member Robinson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote – voting aye:  Council member Beard, Robinson and Mayor Stapley

The town will find out what needs to be done.

Valley Trash Clean Up, May 5th – 12th
One dumpster is at the Cemetery for trash only – no metal.  There will be a dumpster for tires May 19th through May 28th.

Reports from Departments
 
Planning Commission
None


Fire Department
The construction of the new fire house started on May 5th.  Chief Bagley said that he had picked up some color samples so they could choose what they wanted.  Council member Beard asked if the ground was going to be inspected for compaction.  Jewel Kloth (Best Engineering) responded that Harward and Rees were responsible for that.  Shannon Brian is the Project Manager.  The cement floor from the basement was taken out before it was filled in.  Mayor Stapley asked Council member Beard about an active water meter that would need to be taken out.   There are a couple of people that will be doing wildland training at the end of the month.


Cemetery
11 of the 13 graves have been flooded and graded that last two have been flooded but need to be dried out.  50 pieces of Sod will be ordered for Tuesday, May 13th.  

Roads
None

Culture/Recreation
Council member Robinson said that the PTO spent more money for the Easter Egg Hunt than what was budgeted.  The Council was asked if they wanted to coverage the overage or have the PTO pay the extra.
Council member Robinson said that she would look into the remaining amount in the budget and see if it could cover what was needed for the Fourth of July and the amount spent for the Easter Egg Hunt.
     
Crystal Hatch Chidester will spearhead the 4th of July.  Mayor Stapley agreed to help the Hatch Family.

Water Department
Harlow Brown is taking care of the water sample.  Council member Hatch expressed interest in learning how to do the water samples.

Administration
Administration financial and quarterly reports were reviewed.  
A copy of the budget was given to the council and asked to review it for changes that may need to be made for the 2014 - 2015 year.  The fire department asked about being involved in the planning the budget.

Adjournment 
7:28 p.m.

Mayor Stapley made a motion to adjourn. Council member Robinson seconded the motion.



												TOWN OF KOOSHAREM, UTAH   
                                  

        _________________________________
	  Mayor Lorna B. Stapley

ATTEST:
Approved this 11th day of June, 2014

_______________________________
Sandra Lee, Town Clerk

(SEAL)
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