Hatch Town Board Meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]May 13, 2015
Town Board Present:  Mayor Lucinda Josie, Ron Riggs & Tony Dinges
Staff Present:  Jacie Torgersen & Russ Riggs
Public Present:  Dave Barnhurst, Frank Karr, Barry & Terri Aki, Kevin Mackaben, Cheri Uno & Curtis Neilson
1. Meeting Called To Order
Mayor Josie began the meeting at 7pm with Councilor Riggs offering an opening prayer and Councilor Dinges leading those present in the pledge.

2.1 Approval of April 15, 2015 meeting minutes
Councilor Riggs motioned to approve the minutes and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

3.1 Review April Invoices, check & financial report
Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the expenditures & Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

5.4 Beer License Application
Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the Beer License application for a Class A Beer License at Tony’s Outpost with Terri Aki listed as the manager & Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

4.1 CDBG Public Hearing
Mayor Josie stated that the town had been given $80,040 as a grant to be used in making improvements on the Community Center and fire station.  The purpose of the public hearing is for citizens to provide input for the grant.  The town council surveyed residents of the town to qualify for the grant.  With this survey the town is qualified to apply for grants for a 5 year period. There is a capital investment plan in place for the project.  The project manager will be changed from Mayor Josie to Jacie Torgersen.  Mr. Kevin Mackaben asked about how invoices were submitted and paid for the project.  Mayor Josie stated that there is a checks and balance system in place where the town receives the money for invoices before they have to be paid.  The public hearing adjourned at 7:18 pm.

5.1 Council Member Resignation/Appointment
Mayor Josie read a letter from Councilman Jim Kabonic who resigned on April 17, 2015.  The town will need to appoint someone to fulfill the rest of his term which will end in December.  




5.2 Schedule Town Clean-up
Town Clean-up will be held June 15th – 20th.  Jacie Torgersen will order the roll-off dumpsters for that time period.  The town could coordinate some clean-up efforts at the firehouse to go along with the grant when the time comes.

5.3 Change Fee on Business & Liquor Licenses
Mayor Josie suggested that the town establish a fee when changes need to made on licenses issued by the town.  This will help pay for the time spent in changing the licenses.  Councilor Riggs motioned to set the fee at $15 for changes requested to the licenses after it has been issued and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

6.1 Ordinance 2015-04 on Recreational Vehicles
Russell Riggs suggested that the town put a definition on the ordinance of recreational vehicles and also locate a spot in the current code where the ordinance could be located.

He said there are two ordinances that are in current conflict with each other.  He stated that the Land Use Management Zoning & Development Code that was revised in May 2006 has not been codified.  The ordinance that the town passed regarding zones goes along with that Zoning & Development Code that is not currently codified.  This issue needs to be resolved and the new zoning ordinance meshed with the old one in the code book.  The Ordinance that is on the agenda tonight is a new ordinance.  He could not find any other municipality that had an ordinance like it.  The ordinance will allow recreational vehicles to be used for residential purposes at certain times of the year.  He feels that it will be hard for the town to enforce the ordinance.

Mr. Riggs suggested that the town decide what they are going to enforce.  If the town doesn’t try to enforce the ordinances by sending a letter or taking someone to court there is not a need to have them.  Dave Barnhurst said that the town needs to take a stand somewhere.  Mayor Josie feels like the town does not have money to enforce all of the ordinances.  Councilor Dinges said that the county has ordinances like this and no one enforces it at the county level either.  Mr. Riggs said there have been more trailers come into town since he started working on this ordinance in 2012 and it will make property values go down if they keep coming into town.

There were some changes suggested by Mr. Riggs to the proposed ordinance.  Councilor Dinges felt that the ordinance itself is not the question but how to enforce it is.  The ordinance is to control the length of time the trailers are located on the property, not the number of trailers.  Councilor Dinges suggested taking out where it states 2 RV’s and not having a specific number.  It was also suggested to delete or change #3 or the ordinance.  The town will check with the county on what they have in their ordinances and look at the ordinance again at next month’s meeting.

7.1.a Water Usage
Well #4 produced 440,000 gallons of water in April 2015.

7.1.b Well #5 ground water level transmitter replacement
There were two bid submitted for the transmitter.  The first by Measurement Specialties was for $1,155 and the second quote from VFC Controls was for $987.  Mayor Josie stated that unless it was absolutely necessary she feels that the town should wait for another year to purchase the replacement.  Curtis Neilson from Ensign Engineering said the transmitter is for informational purposes to monitor water levels with the SCADA system.  Mr. Neilson said it can be measured manually and it is not a requirement that he is aware of to have one on your system.

7.2.a Fire Chief
The town is still looking for a new fire chief and Councilor Dinges feels like the town will have to offer to pay more money to somone to do it so that it will be worth their time.

7.3.c Building Permit for Garage
Russ Riggs presented a building permit for Frederic & Cheri Uno to build a 26 X 30 detached garage at 22 West 300 North.  The set-back requirements have been met.  Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the building permit & Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

7.3.b Jan Rudolph Trailer
Mrs. Rudolph would like to put a 16ft trailer on her property that she would make into a retreat.  She would like to put a porch on it and plant a garden around it.  The council felt that they are trying to make steps to keep trailers out of town so approval was not given for this trailer.  Mayor Josie will contact her and let her know tomorrow.

7.3.a Resignation of Chairman
Russell Riggs is resigning effective tonight as the planning & zoning chairman.  He has served as the chairman from 2008-2015 and tried to do the best that he could for the town.  He doesn’t have the time to do it anymore and would like to see someone else have the opportunity to serve.  Mayor Josie thanked him for all the help that he has given the town.  He has done a lot of good things for the town and volunteered in many ways to help out the town.  She asked him to continue to participate in the future.

Mayor Josie has accepted a position in South Summit and she will be moving.  She submitted a letter to the town stating that she will be resigning as the mayor as of May 29, 2015.  She was not looking to leave; South Summit called and asked her to apply for the job.  Her family needs to come first and this is the right thing for them.  It is not an easy choice and is a hard thing for her to do.  Curtis Neilson, Five County Association and the State will help with the grant so the town can continue on with that.  Ryan Josie will also need to be replaced as the water meter reader.  Councilor Dinges volunteered to be the mayor pro-tem until the next meeting which will be held on June 17, 2015.  The council will need to find individuals for a council position, mayor, planning & zoning chairman, fire chief and water meter reader.  The other members of the planning & zoning commission are Terry Barney, Gene Wilson, Lewis Barney & Nikki Dinges.  Some names suggested to fill the positions were Duane Barnhurst, Russ Torgersen, Chad Justus & Craig Barney.

9. New Business
Russell Riggs asked to have some time to speak during new business.  He had some items that he was concerned about that he wanted to address.  

*He received a letter from the Town of Hatch for information requested by the irrigation company that was addressed to the wrong PO Box and also required 21 cents in postage for him to get it from the mail.  He said every time he receives a letter from the town it is a surprise as to what will be inside. 

* He received an application for a business license in the mail.  He figured it was probably for his backhoe services.  He uses a W9 on his taxes to claim earnings with his farm equipment.  Did the town require Scot Walter, Mark Green & Barry Davenport to have business licenses when they used their backhoes in town?  He will pay for a business license if he needs to but he wanted to know if Merrill Burrows has a business license, if Tony Dinges has a business license for his ATM’s and if the Torgersen’s have a business license for their lawn care business.

*He showed a letter that he received in his water bill advertising for a full service dental opening in Escalante.  He does not think that the town should be advertising for private businesses in the water bills.  He feels like this is a misappropriation of public funds and informed the council that that is a felony.

*It was very offensive to Russell Riggs when the town had the snow plow wages on the agenda last month.  A mistake was made by his wife who prepared the invoice and he didn’t feel like it needed to be an agenda item.  The different from $12 to $12.50 an hour was $8.00.  He will no longer be the snow plow driver.  The truck is parked outside and he gave the town the key to the truck.  Someone else can plow & run the truck from here on out.

*He feels like he has donated thousands to the town.  He has donated his equipment:  backhoe, truck & trailer for town projects.  He helped to expand the playground, moved the awning & put it back, poured the concrete for the basketball court and sidewalks, poured the concrete around the awning using his forms and equipment, built the retaining wall, installed the flag pole in the new location, hauled in decorative rock and scoop for the front of the Community Center.  He has done a lot to help out the community.

*He feels like the town has made some mistakes.  He has written a letter to the attorney general’s office to have an investigation done on the town’s finances.  He feels that the town needs to be more careful with the money that the town has.  The town should know when there is a discrepancy of $30,000 in the water fund and take care of it.  The town should know how to balance their checkbook and fix it.  The town should stick to their salary agreements and not pay extra hourly wages.  He feels that there are serious financial problems in the town.  He wanted the town to know that his issues are not about the money he has been paid.  He had a check for $192 for his hours for snowplowing and a check for $37 for his planning & zoning wages that he ripped up and left with the town.  He wanted to make a point that it is not about money, but about the pride, respect and appreciation that he has not been given from the town.

Curtis Neilson let the town know that the water rights have been reinstated and the issue has been resolved.  He will be helping the town with the CDBG grant and is going ahead with applying for a CIB grant for the town also.  He will be working with Diane Lamoreaux from the Five County Association and Jacie Torgersen.

5.5 Review 2015-2016 Budget
The council reviewed the numbers for the 2015 that needed to be amended and discussed the 2016 budget.

Cassie Mack came in while the council was discussing the budget and asked how much it would be to get a copy of the minutes and then left.

10. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 11pm.
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