Hatch Town Board Meeting

April 15, 2015
Town Board Present:  Mayor Lucinda Josie, Tony Dinges, Jim Kabonic, &  Ron Riggs.  Merrill Burrows came at 7:15 pm.
Public Present:  Val Huntington, Dave Barnhurst, Tammi Newsted, Curtis Nielson
Staff Present:  Jacie Torgersen, Russell Riggs & Ben Neilson came at 7:30 pm.
1. Meeting Called To Order
Mayor Josie welcomed everyone to the meeting and the meeting began at 7pm with Councilor Riggs offering the opening prayer and Councilor Kabonic leading those present in the pledge.

2.1 March 18, 2015 meeting minutes
Councilor Riggs motioned to accept the minutes and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

3.1 March Invoices, checks & financial reports
Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve March expenses and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

5.6 DUP Lease Agreement
Councilor Kabonic motioned to accept the lease agreement for the DUP building for a 99 year lease and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.  Val Huntington, the captain of the DUP, was there to sign the document in behalf of the DUP.  She will need a certified copy for their records.

Mayor Josie asked Mrs. Huntington if she would look & see if there was a picture of the Hatch Elementary school that could be used to display in the district office building.

5.2 FCCLA Request for Donation
Jacie Torgersen presented the project for her daughters Marlee & Jaylee Torgersen who could not be in attendance.  They took gold at the state competition with their project which was on strengthening their relationship with their brothers.  They are qualified to go to nationals in Washington DC and are looking for donations.  Councilor Kabonic motioned to give them $200 each and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion.  Councilor Burrows agreed with the motion, but Councilor Dinges opposed the motion.  He thought the town should give them $150 each like they did last year.

5.1 Riverside Campground
Tammi Newsted was representing the Riverside Campground.  They requested to be on the agenda to ask some questions for a buyer, but the buyer backed out this morning.  Tammi & Bob Newsted will be taking over the whole operation including the restaurant.  Tina Burkett will be leaving and the liquor license needs to be changed into Tammi’s name.  She needs to have a new business license for the restaurant under the name of Winding River Café with the owners being listed at TBN Inc.  The town will pro-rate the license since it will expire on May 31, 2015 and issue her a new one.  She will also need to have the liquor license transferred to her name.  She will need to fill out the paperwork and have proof of the bond and background check in her name.

The town also discussed the water line that is on their property with her.  It goes from an 8 inch to a 3 inch line.  For further development the water line will need to be upgraded.

5.3 Hatch Irrigation Letter
The town received a letter from Leland Riggs who is a member of the Hatch Irrigation Board.  He was voicing his concern that the irrigation company was not notified of the leak when it happened in December 2014.  Barry Davenport, who was doing work for the town, broke it when repairing the water meter at Bryce Zion Inn.  Barry Davenport was a licensed, bonded & insured contractor who has since retired and gone out of business.  Ben Neilson stated that the leak was not fixed then because there were not parts available.  Mr. Neilson has paid for the parts and the leak has been fixed.  The Torgersen boys dug the hole and the council said this was not a good idea because the town is liable.  Mayor Josie asked Mr. Neilson to please inform the town in the future when there is a problem.  They are waiting for the irrigation water to be turned on to make sure the leak is repaired before burying it again.

5.4 Prairie Dog Program
There is a new prairie dog program that goes into effect May 8, 2015.  There is an online plan and the town also has flyers available.  

5.5 Sunset Cliffs Agreement
The Sunset Cliffs Agreement was signed on February 1, 2009 so it will expire on February 1, 2016.  Mayor Josie will take a copy of the contract to Barry Huntington to review and see if the contract can be dissolved and if the town can still keep the money for the water rights  Russell Riggs suggested that she also have David Church from the League of Cities & Towns review it too.

Councilor Kabonic contacted the County Building Inspector about some questions the town had at the last meeting.  There is not a time limit on building permits.  They should be making some kind of progress in a 6 month period.  The town is concerned about the old metal building of Kurt Sawyer’s that has fallen down.  The town will send him a letter about the safety hazard of the building and let him know it needs to be taken care of.

5.6 Snow Removal Wages
Jim Kabonic was paid $12/hour for snow removal and an invoice was submitted by Russell Riggs for $12.50/hour.  They need to be paid the same amount, so Russell Riggs will be paid $12/hour also.  Russell Riggs is concerned about the way he is being paid.  He feels like he should not be paid as an employee for his backhoe work because he is a contractor and he files that as a business on his tax return.  Mayor Josie said he could be paid as a contracted employee for those services he just needs to provide the Town with a copy of his W-9.

There was a notice hung up at the post office by Jacie Torgersen advertising the job opening for a new fire chief at $37/month.  The town council members do not feel like this is enough for the fire chief.  The fire chief has a lot of meetings to attend and a lot of reports to file.  Councilor Dinges suggested that the town hire a town maintenance/safety person who would spray weeds, fill potholes, do fire reports etc.  The town would need to come up with a defined job description for this job and then the town would be able to offer more money for the job.

Mayor Josie presented further information on the liquor license for Tony’s Outpost applied for by Frank Karr.  The application had a background record attached for the council to review.  Barry Huntington, the town’s attorney, said not to issue the liquor license with those charges.  The county said not to issue the liquor license.  Councilor Dinges had reviewed some laws in other larger cities and felt like it should not be approved also.  The town asks for a background check to help keep them safe. After 10 years an individual can request to have the charges removed.  Councilor Kabonic feels that the town should go on a case by case basis.  The owner could change the manager and then resubmit the paperwork that is up to him.  The town will deny the application based on the background check.

6.1 2015-02 Resolution for Utility Rates
The council approved the change on ordinance 2015-02 changing the turn-on & turn-off fee to be equivalent to a year’s worth of water.

7.1 Water Department
Gene Wilson has had his property resurveyed and his water meter is in the middle of the road, he would like to have the meter moved.  His water meter is actually in Mike Heap’s Easement, not in his.  Councilor Dinges wants to make sure the town is moving it on the utility easement so it will not have to be moved again.  Mayor Josie will have Ryan Josie check into it when he is home.

7.1.a Water Usage
Well #5 produced 240,000 gallons of water for March 2015.

7.1.b Well #5 Ground water level transmitter replacement
Ben Neilson reported the water level indicator is bad and needs to be replaced.  If it is not working the town will not know what the aquiphor is inside the well.  There was a bid submitted for $987.00 from VFC Controls.  Councilor Kabonic asked Mr. Neilson to get another bid for the transmitter and then the town would decide.

7.1.c Well #5  application for water right extension
There is a $50 charge that the town needs to pay.  Curtis Nielson is going to meet with the state to help him understand what needs to be done.  There are some discrepancies concerning the abandoned well and the legal descriptions.

Mayor Josie attended a CIB Prioritization meeting and the town was put on the list.  The town would apply for a $25,000 grant and then would have to come up with 25,000 in matching funds to have a general plan done for the town.  Mayor Josie will ask the county, South Central & Garkane to help the town come up with matching funds.  The general plan would look at the water system, infrastructure, mapping data bases, drainage, survey boundaries, improving septic systems etc.

7.3.a Bryce Zion Inn Proposal
The Planning & Zoning Commission met on April 2, 2015 to discuss the proposal,  The Bryce Zion Inn will move the old trailer out of the way and would like to put in (3) RV spots in its place.  Two of the RV’s would be for employees.  The Health Department gave them permission to hook into the septic system for these spots.  If they were ever to open the restaurant up they would have to expand their septic system.  There are (3) conditions for the hook-ups:
(1) Approved hook-ups for water, electrical and sewer for each spot
(2) Comply with all required town setbacks from the street (25 feet)
(3) RV’s will be on site for seasonal use only for the time the hotel is open and not left parked year round.
Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve the Bryce Zion Inn proposal & Councilor Dinges seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

There was a recommendation on April 10, 2012 given from the planning & zoning commission to the town council that has never been acted upon.  The recommendation was concerning Seasonal Recreational Vehicle Use.  It states that (2) recreational vehicles will be allowed on residential zoned property for seasonal dwelling under the following conditions.  (There are five conditions listed)  Jacie Torgersen will check into this and get an ordinance prepared for the next meeting.

9. New Business
[bookmark: _GoBack]The town was awarded the CDBG Grant.  Mayor Josie will be the project manager.  We will need to have a 2nd hearing so Mayor Josie would like to have the next meeting earlier.  The next meeting will be on May 13, 2015.  The town needs to advertise 7 days prior but not more than 14 days before the meeting so the notice will need to be in the paper by Friday.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Kabonic motioned to adjourn at 9:10pm and Councilor Riggs seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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