Hatch Town Board Meeting

January 21, 2015
Town Board Present:  Mayor Lucinda Josie, Merrill Burrows, Tony Dinges, Jim Kabonic & Ron Riggs

Staff Present:  Ben Neilson, Jacie Torgersen & Russell Riggs

Public Present:  Terry Smith from Rural Water Association & Curtis Nielson from Ensign Engineering

1. Meeting Called to Order
  Mayor Josie welcomed everyone to the meeting and offered an opening prayer then Councilor Burrows led those present in the pledge.

2. December 17, 2015 meeting minutes
Councilor Dinges motioned to accept the minutes & Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

3. December Invoices, checks & financial report
Councilor Riggs motioned to accept the expenditures & Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

5. Terry Smith – Rural Water Association
The Rural Water Association is a non-profit organization that helps water systems be compliant.  They offer training and help to water systems.  Mr. Smith was concerned about the records he reviewed from the town’s water usage that 72% of the readings were lower than 6,000 gallons a month.  The board informed him that the town does have a pressurized irrigation system for outside watering and a large percentage of the town is elderly with only 1 or 2 people in the house so that information is correct.  

Mr. Smith said if the town wanted to apply for funding for a grant from the Drinking Water Board they would have to raise the water rates to around $57/month.  The town could look into getting funding for a Master Plan that the Drinking Water Personnel can authorize.  They could get money for 0% interest that would need to be paid back in 5 years or put it back in a project and spread it out over 20 years. Sunrise Engineering completed the Town Master Plan in 2004.

The town could also apply for funding through a CIB grant.  Ensign Engineering says that most communities update their Master Plans every 5 years.  This would include mapping, impact fees and a water rate study.  Mr. Ben Neilson said the town really needs to look at a second water storage tank to be in compliance for fire storage.

The town decided to go with the water rates that they had previously reviewed and raise the base rate to help make up for the shortage in the water budget.  The current grant that Mayor Josie is working on is due January 31, 2015 after that they can look at funding through for the water system through a CIB loan or grant.  Once the town approves an Engineering firm they can use them for 5 years so the town will be using Ensign Engineering for the upcoming projects.

5.2 Use of property acquired from County
There is a gentleman that is interested in putting a studio or gallery on the property acquired from the county.  Mayor Josie wanted to know if the town is interested in leasing or selling the property at this time.  Councilor Dinges does not think the town should sell it.  Mr. Ben Neilson said to make sure and keep a right of way for a road through there.  The council would like to have him come to the next meeting with a proposal.  Councilor Dinges will contact him.

6.1 2015-01 Meeting Ordinance
Councilor Dinges motioned to approve the ordinance 2015-01 setting the 3rd Wednesday as the month for the meeting date and Councilor Kabonic seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

6.2 2015-02 Utility Rates Resolution
Mr. Ben Neilson presented some information on water rates that he had collected from other communities.  The base rates for the number of gallons were all lower than what Hatch is proposing.  There are other factors that need to be taken into consideration such as the number of full time residents and a secondary water system.  Councilor Dinges could see where Mr. Neilson was coming from but needs to raise the base rate to make up for seasonal system and the number of residents in town.

Councilor Kabonic motioned to approve 2015-02 Utility Rates Resolution and Councilor Burrows seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

7.1.a Water Department
[bookmark: _GoBack]Water Usage in December for well #5 was 370,000 gallons.  There were 4 leaks in the system this month; all the owners have been notified.  The town will need to replace the meter on the connection at Vonee Roundy’s home.

7.2 Fire Department
The fire department will be having a meeting on Saturday to get sizes for the new SCBA masks.

9. New Business
Mr. Ben Neilson brought up a concern about the DUP building.  The DUP has leased the building from the town on a 100 year lease.  The town pays the utilities each month and has to pay the base rate.  There is hardly every any electricity used in the building.  Mr. Neilson would like to see the town using the power that they are paying for and suggested two options.  The town could leave the electrical service as it is and put some flood lights on the outside of the building for the park to be using some of the power that the town is paying for.

The other option would be to get rid of the electrical service on the DUP building and combine it with the service at the Community Center so the town would only have one service for both buildings.  This would make it so the town would not have to pay two different base rates for two separate meters.  He had a bid for the parts to complete the work that would be approximately $1,468.35.  It would take about 5 years to make this option worth it.  

Councilor Dinges doesn’t feel like the town should be paying the utilities on the building.  He would like to see a copy of the lease agreement.  Councilor Riggs asked what the value of the museum is to the city?  The DUP is a non-profit organization and the museum is available to the public.

The town discussed the revenue that the town is credited for the solar panels.  Russell Riggs had some questions and the council explained to him how it works.  The town receives a MRV report each month that includes all the town drivers on it. 

Mrs. Jacie Torgersen asked some questions about elections this year.  The town will not need to have any elections this year; there will not be any vacant seats.  The town will need to change the water turn-on/ off fees and the council wages to reflect the new water rates.  These will be on the agenda next time.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Burrows motioned to adjourn at 8:15pm and Councilor Dinges seconded the motion.  The next meeting will be on February 18th.
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