ST. GEORGE ART MUSEUM
Minutes of the Advisory Board Meeting
Wednesday August 19, 2015
Opening
Chairwoman Linda Sappington Called the meeting to order at 8:00 am
Present
Clayton Denos, Linda Sappington, Kam Capik, Steven Brough, Collin Davis, Deborah Reeder, Terance White, Melanie Hinton
Welcome new board member Melanie Hinton, Ph.D., Department Chair/Assistant Professor Humanities Department.  Board members introduced themselves to her and welcomed her to the Board.
Approval of Minutes
Motion was made to approve the minutes of June 17, 2015 was made by Clayton Denos and seconded by Kam Capik.
Arts Commission Report
Kam presented her report from Arts Commission Meeting on August 6th, 2015. The topic of discussion for the meeting was The Electric Theater and its Grand Opening on Friday, August 28th and Saturday August 29th.  She shared the schedule of events which will include activities throughout the facility beginning at 1:00 pm on Friday, with a dedication at 6:00 pm; winding down in time for the Sunset on the Square Movie that evening.  Saturday activities will begin at 12:00 pm and include mu showcase acts at 1:00, 3:30 and 6:00.  The movie “Electric Horseman” will be screened at 8:00.  Events will conclude at 10:00 pm.  
The Arts Commission toured the Electric Theatre and hope it will become the center for the Arts in St. George.  They have the goal of helping young artists and welcoming retired artists who have moved to St. George.
An inquiry was made about the July Arts Commission Meeting.  Kam did not attend but Deborah did.  No report was presented but she said the Electric Theatre was the main topic of discussion in July as well.
Old Business
Home Tour – Kam, Deborah, Linda Sappington and Linda Lowe have been working securing homes for the tour.  One home in Entrada has been confirmed.  The homeowners are originally from New York.  Because of a strong interest in the west, they moved to Montana to raise buffalo. The venture was not successful but they retained their love of the west and the collection includes a variety of western art.  A second home is tentative.  Home and collection are contemporary including several Chihuly glass pieces.  Also in Entrada; their commitment is pending. L’deane Trueblood was considered but rejected because it would be too challenging for her age and health.  Other houses mentioned for consideration were: George and Diana Archuletta; Jane Meyer at Authentique might have recommendations; DL Ashliman; Linda Taylor; Keller.  
Tour dates are October 23rd & 24th; Kam has made reservations for the Home Tour lunch at Painted Pony and Xetava Gardens Café depending on where the tours go.
Kam has also secured a Sponsor – Dr. Theurer for $500 and she delivered the check.  She encouraged board members to carry copies of the Sponsorship levels and approach everyone they can.  Clay asked if there was a goal or how much we got last year which was approximately $1200.  Linda Lowe will approach Adkins and Stephen Wade and they have sponsored events in the past.  
Linda Sappington said securing sponsors is a priority so their names can be included on all publicity.  Deborah said that even if we don’t get them soon enough for tickets we can get them in all other publicity including program, advertising, inside the Museum and in the follow-up Thank You ad.  
Linda Lowe already has some possible homes lined up for nest year which will make the project easier in 2016 
Terance mentions Phil Hall, a dentist, as a possible home.  He is an artist and his wife is a weaver and quilter.  They have sheep and she spins her own wool.
Kam also encouraged everyone to think about who they can sell tickets to. We have 2 regular buses and one large one but can only make two visits each day to the homes because of time limitations and to accommodate homeowners.  If the large bus followed one route and the 2 smaller buses followed the other route, we should be able to accommodate 100 people so that was set as a goal for ticket sales.  
Art Acquisition from Bloomington Country Club Sun River has acquired the country club and their plans have not been confirmed.  Steven has not been able to follow up but no updates have been sent to club members.  If they are willing to sell, the Museum would not have the funds to purchase but are hoping for a donation.  Steven thought it might be worthwhile to approach for a future donation if they are not looking to part with the artwork yet.  The CC may be willing to lend the art for the National Parks show as they did for Zion show.  The two Lambornes have been conserved but the Fery will need conservation.  Steve will contact them and send an update via email.

New Business
3rd Thursday Art Conversation with former City Councilman and 5th generation rancher Larry Gardner will be on Thursday August 20th, Deborah encouraged everyone to attend.  He will talk about ranching life and the business of ranching.  He was on the council during the development of the Museum’s current location and may have info to share about that as well.  
There will be another special Saturday Conversation with Hal Hickman at 1:00 pm on August 22nd.  He will talk about Frisco, in Beaver County, Utah.  In its heyday Frisco was a thriving town of 6,000 people and over $60,000,000 worth of zinc, copper, lead, silver, and gold were transported from mines in the area.
Deborah talked about the property (home) next door to the Museum.  The homeowner had been in a nursing home for the past several years and recently passed away.  Deborah has cultivated a friendly relationship with her son and over the years has expressed an interest in purchasing the property so the Museum could expand.  Now that she has died, he is interested in selling.  The Museum itself cannot purchase the property but Deborah would like to make a presentation to City Council touting the benefits.  She doesn’t know the asking price but Betty Arial, Kent Perkins and Gary Sanders have all been involved in discussions about the benefit of owning the property.  Someone is needed to chair the committee to organize a presentation to the Council.  Betty can arrange to get the presentation on the agenda for the Council. The immediate use could be for storage with possible building expansion in the future.  There is already a need for more parking but lots adjacent to the current parking lot belong to a different owner.  
Director’s Report
Lynne McWilliams has rejoined the staff and is working with volunteers and docents.  School tours begin on September 15th with orientation from 9:30 to noon on September 11th.  The board members are invited and encouraged to attend. More docents are always needed and board members can help by telling friends and family about this opportunity.
The Electric Theater and staffing of this complex are still in transition and final decisions have not been made.
In continuing effort to collaborate, we offered free admission to the Western exhibit to ticket holders when attended the performance by western singer Mary Kaye at a concert in Kayenta on July 17th.   
We also collaborated with the Library by displaying recommendation of Western books available in the Library. In return they had a display about the current exhibits as well.  We will have a similar collaboration with them for the upcoming exhibits. 
Newsletter for new exhibits will be coming out soon.
Arts District Group had their first meeting on May 20th at 2 pm, met again on June 27th and will meet today August 19th at 2 pm. The parameters of the Arts District Group are similar to those of the Historic District Group and will follow similar avenues to raise awareness and visibility.
Gallery Walk Art on Main has been quarterly event on the second Friday of the month.  Beginning September 17th they will debut a new concept moving to the 3rd Friday and becoming part of a trio of monthly art events the will begin with our Third Thursday Art Conversation, followed by the Friday Gallery Walk and then a daytime Saturday event that could be plein air painting or open studios, etc.  Friday and Saturday events could sometimes occur outside of the downtown area but will always kick off with our Art Conversation. 
Deborah’s proposal for a Grant from the CVB resulted in a $5000 that will pay for a half page ad in a major publication to promote the National Park exhibits.
The Social Hall is completely booked for September 17, 18 & 19 so will not be available for the suggested event to connect the Museum to the Rodeo.  Our opening is the week before that. 
On June 8th Jennifer Ortiz from the Utah Arts Commission came to the Museum to access our collection.  She has submitted a report which Deborah has not had time to review.  She will report at the next meeting.
The city has funded $43,000 to complete the 2-dimensional storage room which should be complete by Thanksgiving.
SmART Saturday Art classes continue on the 2nd Saturday of the month and are usually full or nearly full
Children’s summer art and culture classes had a strong showing with 5 weekly sessions close to maximum capacity. We will be offering condensed versions of these classes on Saturdays September 26 and November 7 as well as 2 more in the spring. 
A Recreation center group of children toured the Museum on July 9th followed by activities.  
Art Conversations for the Western exhibits have been very well attended:
May 22 at 5pm w/ Michael & Meagan Blessing - 52
June 6 at 10:30 Cheryl Rogers Barnett - 57
June 18 at 7pm Cowboy Poet, Roger Conrad - 51
July 16 at 7pm Let’s Rodeo w/ Lyman Hafen – 76
Hopefully the last two events will draw as well.
August 20 at 7pm The Ranching Way w/ Larry Gardner
August 22, Saturday at 1pm Hal Hickman on Frisco Utah

EXHIBITS
THE MANY FACETS OF THE WEST – closes Saturday August 29th
Main Gallery – A Feeling of Humanity:  Western Art from the Ken Ratner Collection
Mezzanine Gallery – Ride On In:  Cowboys Come to the St. George Art Museum (lassoed works by Glen Blakley, Meagan Abra Blessing, Michael Blessing, Bonnie Cazier, Julie T. Chapman, Shane Christensen, Bonnie Conrad, Waldo Midgley, Larry Pirnie, Marjorie Reed (Harvey Day), and Grant Speed
Legacy Gallery – Minerva Teichert On the Ranch from the Permanent Collection
Museum will be closed August 30 to September 11 for exhibit change.
September 12-December 31, 2015 – Opening reception September 11, 6 – 8 pm
TWISTED, WOVEN, SPUN, & WRAPPED
Main Gallery – Studio Art Quilt Association’s SILVER
Mezzanine Gallery – Weaving a Revolution:  A Celebration of Contemporary Navajo        Baskets (Natural History Museum of Utah)
Legacy Gallery – A Bright Swirling of Bugs, an Installation by Kay Minor 
AND ART CONVERSATIONS:
September 17th at 7pm w/ Kay Minor
October 15th at 7pm
November 19th at 7pm Margaret Abramshe of Studio Art Quilts Associates
December 17th at 7pm
Fashion Show on the theme Twisted, Woven, Spun, & Wrapped on December 5th at 1pm
2016 NATIONAL PARKS:  UNITING AMERICA:  100 Years on Common Ground	
January 16 - May 28, 2016
Main Gallery – Erin Hanson’s Painted Parks
Mezzanine Gallery – Pictured:  Close to Home, Our Own Spectacular National Parks (A juried all media exhibit, part 1) ENTRIES DUE DEC. 1ST, 2015
Legacy Gallery – St. George Art Museum’s National Park Treasures
June 11 - August 13, 2016 
Main Gallery – Pictured:  The West’s Most Spectacular National Parks (A juried all media exhibit, part 2) ENTRIES DUE MAY 1ST, 2016
Mezzanine Gallery – Wild Land (National Endowment for the Humanities on the Road) may include pieces from our collection	
Legacy Gallery – The Natural Man by Photographer, Mark Hedengren
August 27 – December 31, 2016
Main Gallery – Pictured:  The Nation’s Most Spectacular National Parks (A juried all media exhibit, part 3) ENTRIES DUE JULY 15TH, 2016
Mezzanine Gallery – Fiber Artists Imagine the National Parks 
Legacy Gallery - Sports in Red Rock Country
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Plans of action
Get sponsors and sell tickets for Home Tour Fundraiser
Steve to follow up with Bloomington Country Club.
Need a chair and committee to propose purchase of property next to the Museum to City Council
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 9:00. The next general meeting will be at 8:00 on September 16th 
Minutes submitted by:	April Cummings
Approved by:	[Name]
