
 

 

Ogden City 
  

City Council Study Session Notice 

September 15, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. 

City Council Work Room 

Municipal Building – Third Floor 

2549 Washington Boulevard, Ogden, Utah 84401 

 
 

 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Ogden City Council will meet in a study session on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 5:30 p.m., in the Council Work Room, on the third floor of 
the Municipal Building, 2549 Washington Boulevard, in Ogden City, Weber County, Utah.  
 
The purpose of the study session is to discuss waterline maintenance ordinance 
amendment, to receive a planning update, to review agenda items for the City Council 
meeting, which begins at 6:00 p.m., and to discuss Council business. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing auxiliary communicative aids and services for 
this meeting should contact the Management Services Department at 629-8701 (TDD # 629-8949) or by email: 
ADACompliance@ci.ogden.ut.us at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 
 

The undersigned, duly appointed City Recorder, does hereby certify that the above notice and/or agenda was posted in 
three public places within the Ogden City Limits on this 11th day of September, 2015.  These public places being: 1) City 
Recorder’s Office on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building; 2) 2nd floor foyer of the Municipal Building; and 3) the Weber 
County Library. A copy was posted to the Utah State Public Notice Website and the Ogden City Website, as well as 
provided to the Standard- Examiner. 
 
 
  TRACY HANSEN, MMC 
  OGDEN CITY RECORDER 
 
 
Visit the City Council Meetings page at:  councilmeetings.ogdencity.com 
Ogden City Council Agenda Information Line – 801-629-8159 
 

 

mailto:ADACompliance@ci.ogden.ut.us
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ADDRESS PRIVATE WATERLINE 
MAINTENANCE  
 
PURPOSE OF  
WORK SESSION: Review proposed revisions to Title 9 (Water and Sewer) 

clarifying maintenance requirements of waterlines between the 
main line and the water meter or curb stop as well as other 
minor amendments 

 
 

Executive Summary 
 The proposed ordinance changes deal primarily with a correction in 

defining responsibility for water laterals and private water lines.  Previous 

ordinance changes replaced key wording that defined which section of a 

water lateral the City’s Water Utility is responsible for and which section a 

property owner is responsible for.  The current ordinance language 

indicates that when a water meter is not present, the Water Utility is 

responsible for the water lateral from the main line to the property line.  

Past practice has been that the Water Utility was responsible for a water 

lateral up to the point of a water meter or the back of curb.  The ordinance 

reintroduces language that clarifies this practice.  The proposal also 

includes other language updates and corrections in order to make the 

ordinance language more consistent.      

 

Background Prior to 2002, the City’s ordinances with regard to private water line 

maintenance specified that the City’s Water Utility was responsible for 

water laterals from the point of connection to the main line to the back of 

curb.  Curb stop valves, placed at the back of curb, were commonly 

installed in older developments and acted as a delineation of the 

responsibility of the Water Utility and the water customer.  In newer 

developments, installation of water meters at the proper location behind 

the curb is customary.  If a meter is present at the appropriate location, the 

meter delineates the separation of maintenance.   

 

In 2002, an ordinance amendment was approved which reworded key 

sections of the Water and Sewer title.  These changes, which appear to be 

inadvertent, removed the language referring to the curb as the maintenance 

demarcation and replaced it with language referring to meter boxes.  This 

language is not a problem with newer developments but it is a problem for 

older developments with, or without, curb stops and properties with meter 

boxes in non-standard locations.  In the case where no water meter is 
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present, the City’s Water Utility Manager, with agreement from the Legal 

Department, has interpreted the revised language to require the Water 

Utility to maintain a water lateral from the main line to the property line 

since there is no specific reference to either the back of curb or to a curb 

stop.  This interpretation may seem trivial but it is a departure from what 

has been done traditionally prior to 2002 and even what has been done 

since that time as the interpretation up until recently has been consistent 

with the pre-2002 ordinance.  The transmittal information indicates that 

additional maintenance costs due to this error have cost the utility over 

$16,000 since February 2015.   

 
Current Proposal The proposal is to reintroduce language in Title 9 of the City’s code to 

provide clarification on the responsibility of water laterals running from 

the main line to a retail water consumer’s property.  The language states 

that the Water Utility is responsible for line maintenance from the main 

line to the closer of the following: 

 

1. The curb stop if a curb stop has been installed; 

2. Twelve inches behind the curb if no curb stop has been installed; 

or 

3. Five feet behind the street pavement if no curb stop has been 

installed. 

 

The demarcations included in the proposal are either the location of the 

curb stop itself (number 1) or the current or future location of a water 

meter (numbers 2 and 3).  A water meter would typically be installed 

twelve inches behind the curb or would be located five feet behind the 

edge of asphalt if no curbing has been installed.  This five foot distance 

allows for approximately two and a half feet of new asphalt, a one and a 

half foot curb and gutter pan, and a standard one foot setback from the 

curb for the meter.  

 

Other language proposed clarifies when the Water Utility would not be 

responsible for the maintenance of a water line.  These include: 

 

1. Maintenance or repair on the consumer’s side of a meter box (or 

curb stop); 

2. Under a driveway; 

3. Anywhere on the water line beyond the main line if the consumer 

is not within Ogden City boundaries; or 

4. Anywhere beyond the main or transmission line if the water 

service is provided in a non-standard way.   



 

 Ogden City Council Work Session: September 15, 2015                             3 
 

 

The ordinance changes also include smaller corrections and modifications 

that make the ordinance consistent in wording and reference. 

 
Attachments 

1. Transmittal  

2. Proposed ordinance 

3. Ordinance 2002-20 

4. Ordinance 2001-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Memos Prepared By: Administrative Contact:  Kenton Moffat, 629-8097 

    Council Staff   Glenn Symes, 629-8164 
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