Commission Meeting                                                   5                                         August 5, 2015

MINUTES


BOX ELDER COUNTY COMMISSION


AUGUST 5, 2015
The Board of County Commissioners of Box Elder County, Utah met in an Administrative/Operational Session at the County Courthouse, 01 South Main Street in Brigham City, Utah at 11:15 a.m. on August 5, 2015.  The following members were present:


Stan Summers
Commissioner
Jeff Scott
Commissioner
Jeff Hadfield
Commissioner

Diane Fuhriman
Deputy Clerk

EXCUSED:
Marla R. Young
Clerk
The following items were discussed:

1.    Agenda Review/Supporting Documents

2.
Commissioners’ Correspondence 

3.      Staff Reports – Agenda Related 

4.      Correspondence
The Administrative/Operational Session adjourned at 11:17 a.m. 
The regular session was called to order by Chairman Summers at 11:30 a.m. with the following members present, constituting a quorum:


Stan Summers
Commissioner
Jeff Scott
Commissioner
Jeff Hadfield
Commissioner

Diane Fuhriman
Deputy Clerk

EXCUSED:
Marla R. Young
Clerk

The prayer was offered by Chairman Summers
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Recorder Chad Montgomery
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF JULY 15, 2015 WERE APPROVED AS WRITTEN ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER SCOTT, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HADFIELD AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

AGENDA: ATTACHMENT NO. 1
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW/REPORTS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – COMMISSION
Chairman Summer stated Box Elder County was represented very well at the Tour of Utah. A lot of people took time out of their day to support this event.  He said he had the opportunity to ride in one of the pace cars and was told by sponsors of the event that Box Elder County should be proud of itself for having the most participation they have seen in a long time. Chairman Summers thanks all those that participated.
Commissioner Scott said some people think the racers are just from Utah but there were many countries represented. Racers from Columbia, Australia, South Africa, and from all over the world were there. It was a good opportunity to showcase Box Elder County.
PEACH DAYS INVITATION – MONICA HOLDAWAY
This item was cancelled.

USE OF FAIRGROUNDS EVENTS CENTER/JUBILEE OF TREES –JULIE JOHNSON
Julie Thurgood-Johnson, Bear River Valley Hospital Foundation Board, asked to use the Fine Arts Building November 16-21 for the Jubilee of Trees. The last two years over $20,000 was raised from the jubilee. The money stays with the hospital and is used for scholarships, new medical equipment, and to reduce costs or offer free services for those who cannot afford care, so the people of Box Elder County can stay in the county to get services.  

MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Scott to allow Bear River Valley Hospital Foundation use of the fairgrounds November 16-21 with payment being the cost of utilities. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hadfield and unanimously carried.
PERMISSION TO CLOSE LANDFILL ON AUGUST 6 AT 3:00 P.M. – GINA ALLEN

Director of Solid Waste Gina Allen asked permission to close the landfill at 3:00 p.m. on August 6, 2015 so employees can attend the county employee party. They will be on the premises until 4:00 p.m. Ms. Allen said she will have a sign posted and a bin put down at the gate in case the public does make the trip to the landfill.
PREDATOR DAMAGE CONTROL 2015-2016 CONTRACT #15-22 – REBECCA DILG

Commission Secretary Rebecca Dilg explained this is an annual contract with the state. The county acts as a pass through for the funds but no funds come from the county. Ranchers can donate up to $18,000 and that amount is matched by the state.  It is very beneficial to the ranchers and is the most effective way to keep the predator population under control. 
MOTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Hadfield to approve Contract #15-22 for predator control in Box Elder County. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Scott and unanimously carried. 
(See Attachment No. 2 – Contract.)

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK POLICY CHANGES – JENICA BAGGS
Human Resources Manager Jenica Baggs stated some minor changes are needed to a few employee policies. In Policies 1 and 11, state law requires that pregnancy, childbirth, sexual orientation, and gender identity be added to the non-discriminatory classes, stating the county cannot discriminate against those classes. In Policy 3-7 a sentence was added stating employees must have a valid account to be paid by direct deposit. Ms. Baggs asked to implement the Corrections II classification and rank advancement to be similar to Deputy Sheriff II and add a deputy trainee and a corrections trainee. In Policy 7-6 the decimal point needs to be changed to match the Kronos accumulation of vacation time.
MOTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Scott to approve the employee handbook policy changes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hadfield and unanimously carried.
AMBULANCE SERVICES – COREY BARTON

Corey Barton, Fire Marshal, said the fire department has had some major mechanical problems with the Park Valley ambulance. It is the main ambulance for all of the Park Valley area and the last three transports were not able to be completed. The price to replace the vehicle is approximately $132,000.00.  Mr. Barton said he wanted to make the commissioners aware of the need for an ambulance and will look into the ways it can be funded.
NATIVE AQUATIC SPECIES UPDATE – PHIL TUTTLE, PAUL THOMPSON

Phil Tuttle, Native Aquatics Biologist from the Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) and Paul Thompson, Aquatics Manager for the division’s Northern Region shared a presentation about the local aquatic species. Mr. Tuttle expressed the gratitude of the division for the cooperative attitude of Box Elder County, the landowners, and the people who live here. The division could not do the work they do without this cooperative attitude. 

(See Attachment No. 3 – Presentation.)

HB 362 0.25% LOCAL OPTION GENERAL SALES TAX – COMMISSIONERS

Chairman Summers stated the county has been petitioned by some municipalities to participate in the local option tax. He has only heard from two people who said it was a bad idea.  

Commissioner Scott said he attended a meeting with the transportation alliance and Salt Lake County voted to put it on their ballot by a vote of 7-2. Weber, Utah and Davis Counties, were all generally leaning towards putting it on the ballot and allowing the citizens to decide if they want it in their cities. 

Commissioner Hadfield thinks it is a good idea to let the people speak and have a choice by putting it on the ballot.
MOTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Scott to allow HB362 to be put on the ballot this fall. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hadfield and unanimously carried.
STRATA RENEWABLE RESOURCES – COMMISSIONERS

Jerry Eves and Stephen Prows of Strata Renewable Resources introduced their legal counsel, Attorney Craig Smith. Jerry Eves said they are here to entertain any questions and concerns, and move forward to the next step.
County Attorney Stephen Hadfield said he contacted the county’s insurance company UCIP, and there are some concerns.  He said there are two sections of the Utah constitution which could cause some problems with the agreement that is being proposed. One is Article 6 Sec 29 which states government is not to invest in a private company in which that company would benefit from the investment. He stated the way the agreement is structured it calls for the county to enter into an LLC with Strata, which would benefit both entities, but where it benefits the private company Strata, the agreement would violate the constitution.  He is not sure how that would be overcome as to not violate the constitution.

Attorney Craig Smith said this would be a public/private partnership and there are some legal and constitutional restrictions. The agreement could be structured in the best way that works for everybody to attain the goals we are trying to achieve. There are benefits to the county and its citizens. 

Attorney Hadfield stated there is another provision in the constitution dealing with cities and counties which specifically provides for the cities to be authorized to enter into the power business. It is completely silent on counties, inferring cities may have power utilities but counties cannot in Utah. 
Attorney Smith said as we have gone forward on this project it was anticipated the selling of power would be by municipalities. The cities have the power to have municipal utilities for electricity that counties and districts do not have. They would be the ones who would be retailing the sale of power. 
Attorney Hadfield said one of the benefits of having the partnership for the landfill is it would be owned by the county. He questioned if the 60% - 40% ownership satisfied the requirements of being owned by a government entity where only 60% is owned by the county. The partner owning 40% would be the one managing the landfill which presents issues as to whether some decisions can be made on behalf of the county without the county commission involved.
Jerry Eves said the intent is for the commission to have a say and because they are the sponsoring body politic, help make the decisions of where and how waste is facilitated.
Attorney Hadfield said there is a provision in the agreement about the county not being involved in any other landfill business. The county currently has a landfill. There would have to be some language added to the contract allowing the current landfill to continue to operate. 
Attorney Hadfield expressed concern about being the first county to do this and is unsure what kind of things we are going to run into. There will be groups opposed to this so there is a significant possibility this agreement will be challenged which could involve litigation, especially where there are constitutional issues involved. 

Chairman Summers invited the representatives of Strata to come to the next commission meeting for further discussion. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

DeAnna Hardy of Brigham City stated Iron County privatized their ambulance service and encouraged the commission to do the same. She is disappointed the commission approved putting HB 362 on the ballot. Ms. Hardy said if Strata’s idea is so great, it should be able to succeed on its own without the county’s help.  She feels the county should not be entangled in private enterprises. 
WARRANT REGISTER – COMMISSIONERS

The Warrant Register was signed and the following claims were approved for payment: Claims 96757 through 96849 in the amount of $400,104.38. Claims 96851 through 96889 in the amount of $7,843.86. Claims 96890 through 96951 in the amount of $348,508.79. Claim #96500 was voided.
PERSONNEL ACTIONS – COMMISSIONERS

CO. LIBRARY

Joshua Shandrew, new hire, effective 07/27/2015
LANDFILL:


Rebecca Isais, separation, effective 07/15/2015

RECORDER:


Anabelia Nessler, compensation change, effective 07/16/2015
ROAD DEPT:


Chad Gatehouse, compensation change, effective 07/14/2015
SHERIFF’S DEPT:

Mark Millett, new hire, effective 08/03/2015

SHERIFF’S DEPT:

Paula Anderson, compensation change, effective 07/16/2015

SHERIFF’S DEPT:

Stacee Archuleta, compensation change, effective 08/05/2015

SHERIFF’S DEPT:

Stacee Archuleta, department change, effective 08/10/2015

SHERIFF’S DEPT:

Steven Eddington, compensation change, effective 08/09/2015

SHERIFF’S DEPT:

Dale Bingham, compensation change, effective 08/17/2015
CLOSED SESSION
Strategy session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation

MOTION: At 12:52 a.m. a motion was made by Commissioner Scott to move into a closed session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hadfield and unanimously carried.
MOTION:  At 12:57 a.m. a motion was made by Commissioner Scott to reconvene into regular commission meeting.  Commissioner Hadfield seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously and regular commission meeting was reconvened.
Chairman Summers stated personnel and litigation were discussed.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Commissioner Scott to adjourn.  Commissioner Hadfield seconded the motion, and the meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
ADOPTED AND APPROVED in regular session this 19th day of August 2015.



________________________________



Stan Summers, Chairman



________________________________



Jeff Scott, Commissioner



_______________________________



Jeff Hadfield, Commissioner

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Marla R. Young, Clerk
