


Wasatch County Board of Directors Meeting
August 11, 2015
5:00 pm
Meeting held at the Wasatch County Administration Building located at 25 N Main in Heber City.
Those in attendance:
Chairman Greg McPhie
Steve Farrell
Kendall Crittenden
Kipp Bangerter
Mike Kohler
Mike Peterson 
Danny Goode
Items of business to address:
Minutes 
The minutes of the June 9th and July 8th board meetings were presented to the board for their review and approval.  A motion was made by Mike Kohler to approve the minutes of the June 9th and July 8th board meetings.  The motion was seconded by Kipp Banagerter and the motion passed all in favor.
Warrants
The listing of warrants were presented to the board for their review and approval.  The warrant listing included both AP and payroll related warrants.  A motion was made by Mike Kohler to approve the warrants as presented.  The motion was seconded by Steve Farrell and the motion passed all in favor.
Approve 2014 Audit
Chief Giles stated that the audit had been presented to the board by Hawkins Cloward and Simister in the previous meeting and copies of the audit were given to the board for their review.  He stated that they now need a motion by the board to approve the audit.  A motion was made by Steve Farrell to approve the 2014 audit.  The motion was seconded by Mike Kohler and the motion passed all in favor.
Fire Chief Report
Chief Giles stated that he has an update on litigation that will be addressed in closed session.
Chief Giles reported to the board that the cause of the Bessendorfer barn has not been determined yet.  He stated that it looks like it started outside the barn where they had their first crop of hay stored.  He stated that it was a total loss.

Chief Giles stated that they have not determined the cause of the fire at Jordanelle yet.  He stated that it was reported that about 2.5 acres were burned.  He said that the winds were ferocious and this could have wiped out Fox Bay.
Chief Giles reported that they have been busy.  There have been several fires out in Strawberry also.
Danny Goode asked where they were on new equipment and what their priority was.
Chief Giles stated that they are looking at a pumper and ladder.  The time line could be included in this next budget cycle.
Greg McPhie asked about the financing options.
Chief Giles reported that this will be a very costly endeavor.  He stated that they do need an aerial.  There is only one in the valley and they need one at Jordanelle and in Midway also.  He stated that they will need to look at the storage issue with the height of the Heber station but Jordanelle does not have a problem with putting one there.  
Fire Warden Report
Troy reported that temperatures have been cooler and it has been slower than usual for wildland fires.  He stated that they had issues with fireworks over the holidays and several fires in Strawberry from lightening.  He stated that typically August and September are the months for issues here.  
Big and Little Pole subdivisions have been working on their fire plans.  They can qualify for grant money that will help them also.
Other
Mike Kosakawski asked for time at the meeting to speak.  He stated that he was concerned with the report on the Jordanelle Fire.  He stated that he has walked the area several times himself and with Rocky Mountain Power officials.  He stated that he knows what the cause is and that the power line was the cause.
Troy Morgan stated that they have had a fire investigator at the site.  He reported that it is still under investigation and they do not have the official report yet.
Mr. Kosakawski stated that Rocky Mountain Power will replace the wires next week on the line in the area. There is concern with the power line and they are trying to start a community fire council.
Troy Morgan stated that he has met with the residents regarding fuel mitigations.  There was one meeting and that was the only one they had.
Mr. Kosakawki expressed concern with hearing shots being fired and shooting of clay pigeons.  The managers of this property do not want shooting, camping or fires.  He stated that there should be a call down for evacuation.  He also stated that there were hydrants opened and then later a line break at Fox Bay.  He stated that it was reported to him that the Fire Department was the cause of the break in the line.
Danny Goode asked what they could do about this area.
Chief Giles stated that there has never been a fire there caused by a fire pit or shooting of weapons at that location.  
Mr. Kosakawski stated that he would like to see response statistics for the Fire Department.  He also stated that he wants to know what the action will be from the July 9th appellate court ruling and what will be the liability.
Greg McPhie stated that this contingency was addressed in the audit report and they may still appeal.
Steve Farrell stated that Judge Howard will make that decision.
Greg McPhie stated that anything relating to pending litigation is discussed in closed session until the case is final.
Mr. Kosakawski advised that there be “knowledgeable” citizens on the fire board.
A motion was made by Kendall Crittenden to move into closed session.  The motion was seconded by Kipp Bangerter and the motion passed all in favor.
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