
Newton Town Council Meeting
August 6, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Minutes
1. Opening Ceremony				5. Proposal by UDOT to adjust highway speed in Newton
2. Approval of July minutes			6. Newton/Amalga Justice Court
3. Youth Council Update				7. Discuss water improvement to Big Birch Spring	
4. Town Celebration Update			8. Council Reports on Assignments

Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Kathryn Rigby, and Jed Woodward
 Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder)
Absent: Matt Hansen and Matt Phillips
Visitors present: DeeDee Anderson, John Griffin, Rheuamah Griffin, Sarah Rigby, Todd Finlinson (UDOT)

1. Clair Christiansen conducted an opening ceremony.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2. The July 2015 minutes were approved as written.

3. Newton Youth Council Update by Kathryn Rigby. She reported that the Youth Council made $120, after costs, on selling scones at the Town Celebration. The youth council rode the town float in a couple parades and will plan on riding in the Wellsville parade in September. They are accepting applications for youth council through next week. 

4. Town Celebration Update. Clair Christiansen thanked the Town Celebration committee for a great job with the celebration this year. He felt it was quite a party with a great response from a lot of people. DeeDee Anderson asked Karla Ferguson to give a summary on expenses and income for the celebration. Different events and logistics were discussed. Clair Christiansen remarked that we still need to work on improving the electric capacity at the pavilion. John Griffin suggested options to improve the electric, such as; a backup generator, or a new hard line to the building. John suggested a propane power generator because a propane tank is already located there. Different types of generators were discussed.  DeeDee Anderson suggested that any surplus money from the celebration be used to etch additional names onto the veteran’s memorial rock. Additional names to be added to the monument were discussed. John Griffin suggested a fundraiser at next year’s town celebration to maintain the veteran’s monument and add to it. The memorial dedication program was discussed. Since the dedication John Griffin and other volunteers have been making sure that the flag is raised and lowered each day until a light can be installed. Different options for lighting the flagpole and monument were discussed. Other suggestions for next year’s celebration were discussed, including; no self-serve on condiments because they ran out, move the grills farther west from the pavilion so the smoke stays out, and a cash box just for selling pop and water. Kathryn asked that suggestions for co-chairs for next year’s celebration be given to her.

5. Proposal by Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) to adjust highway speed from 30 to 35 MPH through Newton.  The UDOT spokesman, Todd Finlinson, explained that a speed and traffic study was conducted in March 2014 on SR 219, SR 23 and 91 to Idaho. The study was reviewed. Because of the study the speeds have been raised in Wellsville, Mendon, and Smithfield. And they would like to raise the speed limit in Newton. The UDOT spokesman reviewed the speeds measured, posted and the locations of the sites where measured in Newton. Todd Finlinson cited that because of the speeds recorded, meeting criteria in Utah State law, and proper notification they will raise the speed limit from 30 to 35 MPH. Clair Christiansen stated that we understand it is a state road that travels through Newton but asked what the process is to oppose the change. DeeDee Anderson asked if additional signage, such as, children at play could be posted especially at the Center street intersection. The UDOT spokesman stated that it must meet sign standards. John Griffin stated that he feels large trucks already go to fast and worries they will go faster if speed limit is posted higher. He strongly disagrees with changing the posted speed limit. The UDOT spokesman stated that the study shows that is what traffic is already driving at. Different signage, radar signs and trailers were discussed. More comments disagreeing with the increase were heard from Rheuamah Griffin, Jed Woodward, and DeeDee Anderson. The UDOT spokesman said they will continue to monitor the road. Clair Christiansen said that the Town Council will write a letter opposing the increase and contact the UDOT region director, Chris Peterson. The UDOT spokesman said the process before changing is 30 days after notification so we should appeal soon. However, the appeal is for how the study was conducted because the increase in speed limit is following state law. The Town Council discussed concerns with the change in speed limit, sidewalks or crosswalks. Jed Woodward will look into a radar trailer or sign. Jed will also work with Matt Phillips on a letter requesting extra road signs.

6. Newton/Amalga Justice Court – Clair Christiansen informed the council that Lee Ann Peterson, Court Clerk, has filed a letter of resignation. She is willing to stay on through the hiring and training of a new clerk.  Terri Stapley reviewed the income and expenses of the court for the last year. Terri reviewed there is currently a loss of $9,436.98. Clair Christiansen is concerned that Amalga does not want to continue their contract with the court. But he has not heard anything official yet. Clair Christiansen called the Administrative Office of the Courts to ask questions about the court but has not heard back yet. Different options for the court was discussed. It was discussed that the job posting should be posted right away so the new clerk can attend training in October. The job will be posted and open August 10-28 with interviews to take place the first week of September.

7. Water Improvements for Big Birch Spring – Clair Christiansen reviewed that Clarkston, Trenton and Newton have received engineer bids for improvements for Big Birch. Clarkston put out the proposal for bid but would like Newton and Trenton to be partners in the improvements. Representatives from each community will meet next week to review the bids and decide on the Engineer firm. It was decided to wait until Matt Phillips arrives to the meeting to give further information. Copies of the bids were forwarded to each Town Council member.

8. Council Reports on Assignments – Kathryn reported that Debbie McKnight’s band, Rocky Mountain Express, will perform at the Newton Park on August 18. Kathryn will help schedule the party conventions to nominate candidates for the election. Duties of Town Council members were discussed. It was decided that an individual should be hired to take care of the maintenance at the park. Sarah Rigby reported for the Library that the summer programs went well. The read with a dog program they started this summer, they would like to continue through the school year.
Jed Woodward reported that the scheduled roads have been completed with the chip/seal.  Jed reported that the water tank level has now been added to the Newton website.
Clair Christiansen reviewed items and bills in the mail. Bills for the veteran’s monument were discussed. The bill for some of the concrete work for the monument should be covered by the builder. Clair Christiansen will follow up on the concrete bills for a discount.

The meeting was adjourned.
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