Utah Agriculture Advisory Board Minutes
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food
July 30, 2015 @ 1:00 p.m.


Attendees:
LuAnn Adams, Commissioner UDAF	
Leland Hogan. Farm Bureau			
Tom Boyer, Woolgrowers
Cliff Lillywhite, Oakdell Egg Farms
Joe Furhriman, Cattlemen’s
Ken White, USU
Scott Robins, Livestock Auctions (via phone)
Marilyn Albertson, USU Extension
Rusty Bastian, Redmond Minerals
Robert McMullin, Fruit Growers	
Allison Fiscus, Pork Producer
Brent Tanner, Cattlemen
Karen Rhynsburger, UDAF
Roberta Valdez, UDAF
Melissa Ure, UDAF
Wayne Bradshaw, UDAF
Noel McSpadden, UDAF
Andy Perucci, UDAF
Scott Ericson, UDAF
Robert Hougaard, UDAF
RJ Spencer, UDAF
Mike Linnel, Wildlife Service
Varnden Hadfield, Thanksgiving Point
Blake Wigdahl, Thanksgiving Point
Larry Lewis, UDAF
Travis Waller, UDAF
Mark Quilter, UDAF
Rob Simmons, GOED
Matt Beaudry



Commissioner Adams welcomed the Board and excused Dolores Wheeler, Stu Sprouse, Kent Bushman, Matt Cook, Bob Barry, Ron Stratford, and Brent Chuggs.  Commissioner Adams turned the meeting over to Leland Hogan.

Minutes
Cliff Lillywhite asked that in his comment section, the “then” be changed to “than”
A motion by Tom Boyer to approved the minutes as amended, seconded by Marilyn Albertson.  Motion carried unanimously.

The video “Many Faces of Agriculture” was played.

Commissioner Adams thanked everyone that is involved in agriculture and all the farmers and ranchers that make food happen.  Today Envision Utah released the results they have received from their survey.  Envision Utah surveyed 52,400 citizens of Utah then followed up with a survey from Dan Jones to make sure the information was accurate.  Comments received from the survey regarding agriculture were:
	-98% would like to increase their food self sufficiency
	-Put more land into production or changing it to fruits and vegetable
	-Want local food 
	-Willing to cut back water lawns and gardens to ensure enough water for agriculture.
	-Would avoid building on high quality farm land.
	-Would spend more money to bring non agriculture water to urban areas.
	-Utahans don’t want to take land or water from agriculture.

A recent audit conducted regarding water in Utah stated not to worry, we have plenty of water, and we will take it from agriculture.  Commissioner Adams asked the group to raise their hands if anyone ate today.  Food is important along with water.  We need to plan.  UDAF is involved with Utah County.   UDAF is working with Utah County to create a tool box of ideas.  There are “tools” other than conservation easements.  We are trying to match individuals with someone who wants to retire and someone who wants to start farming.  People like their food fresh and local.  

Commissioner asked that everyone help get the word out.  If you see a post, please re-post it.  

The video will be posted on UDAF’s facebook page.

Historical Agriculture Pictures
Commissioner Adams asked for everyone’s help.  She is trying to preserve the history of agriculture and is asking for any historical pictures related to agriculture along with current pictures.  Commissioner would like to tell the story of agriculture.  She would like the commodity groups to have individual displays.

Also, on the first floor Commissioner Adams will be installing an aquaponics unit to show new techniques of agriculture.  UDAF will be able to educate the public, not only in the history of agriculture, but new ways of getting involved in agriculture.  Agriculture is as important today as it was in the past.  You can also contact Larry Lewis at 801-538-7104.

EAT Update – Rob Simmons – Governor’s Office of Energy Development (GOED) 
Attached power point presentation

GOED’s goal is to help agriculture cut energy cost.

Leland asked if there was a way the Ag Advisory Board could be involved in a review process to speed-up and streamline the process.

Rob Simmons offered to create a list of all of GOED’s funding and see if they could combine any funding with UDAF’s.

Tom Boyer asked Rob Simmons if he could clarify the scope of any funding of this program so that the information can be taken out to any producers.  

Leland Hogan asked where GOED stands on solar power.  Rob stated that GOED wanted to see as much energy developed in Utah as possible.  They view the sun, wind, etc. as resources as well as hydrocarbon, fossil fuel and want it developed responsibly.  GOED needs to be careful in their position because the Service Commission is working through these issues, and they provide them information.  They are supportive of keeping the cost down.

Commissioner Adams asked if they could look at anything retro.  Rob commented that they could look into; it could be a little tough.

Robert McMullin asked Rob what the status of the green credits was for the Strawberry Water Users of the hydro power.  (Green Energy)

Rules Presentation  (all rules attached)

Melissa explained that because the legislature passed law, we have a strict set of procedures in order for our rules to be valid.  One of those procedures is to bring the rules to an Advisory Board; therefore we will bring rules to the Board.

Marketing
R 65-4 Egg – This board has not been used.  We are asking to repel this marketing order.  The industry need expired in 2013 and is no longer used.  We are proposing to do away with this marketing order.  If industry later on feels like they need this order in, we can re-establish one.  A motion was made by Cliff Lillywhite, second by Tom Boyer, and passed unanimously to rebel this order.

R 65-3 Turkey – This is to repel the marketing order for the turkey industry.  There has not been anyone on this board for a number of years.  Wayne has reached out to industry and they agree to repel the turkey marketing order.  A motion was made by Marilyn, second by Ken White.  Motion to repel the turkey marketing order was unanimously passed.

Meat Inspection 
R-58 Slaughter of Livestock and Poultry.  The changes are for clarification.  They clarify where custom slaughter poultry can be sold, also adds procedures for a fixed facility.
Motion was made by Rusty Bastian and second by Tom Boyer.  Motion passed unanimously to accept the changes.

R 58-12 Record Keeping and Carcass at Meat Exempt Establishments Identification 
It changes from cards to tickets to identify what is not for sale.

Motion was made by Tom Boyer, second by Rusty Bastian.  Motion passed unanimously to accept the changes.

R58-13 Custom Exempt Slaughter
Adds the requirement of establishing proof of ownership prior to slaughter and provides that each carcass be marked on each quarter.

Motion was made by Robert McMullin, second by Tom Boyer, Motion passed unanimously to accept changes.

R58-21 Trichomoniasis
Changes the fine for failure to test to comply with state statute.

Motion was made by Joe Furhriman, second by Cliff Lillywhite, Motion passed unanimously to accept changes.


R68-1 Honey Bees
Allows the department to waive the registration fee for youth nonprofit organizations.  It waives the requirement of a registration number on the hive if the hive is on the beekeepers property.  It also requires inspectors to make an effort to contact the beekeeper prior to inspections.

Motion was made by Marilyn Albertson, second by Ken White, Motion pass unanimously to accept the changes.

R70-330 Raw Milk
Removes portions regarding cow sharing to comply with State laws, reorganizes portions of the rule to make it easier to read.

Motion was made by Cliff Lillywhite, second by Tom Boyer, Motion pass unanimously to accept the changes.

Loan – Robert Valdez
The loan report was reviewed – see attachment

Motion was made by Rusty Bastian, second by Tom Boyer, Motion passed unanimously to approve both loans.

Scott commented that during the last legislative session Representative Andregg proposed a bill that would have allowed Pasteurized Milk to be sold in stores where raw milk is sold.  That is about 8 to 10 locations around the state.  It is not putting raw milk in regular grocery stores; it is putting pasteurized milk in those locations.  We are working with the Food Industry Association, Mfg. Association, and different group on that legislation to make sure they are properly labeled, that the containers are visually different, so that there will be no confusion.  It will probably come back again and wanted the Board to know about it.

Farm Initiative – Thanksgiving Point – Varden Hadfield & Blake Wigdahl
Blake Wigdahl, Vice President of Design & Programming at Thanksgiving Point, presented an overview of where Thanksgiving Point is at regarding public education as to where food comes from and how people in the ag community can help.  

Dr. Mike, their large breed vet gave a public program and talk with kids and families about what he does.  They did a live ultra sound of a pony to see if she was pregnant.  The group found out she was pregnant and was.  

The majority of society in the U.S. is disconnected to where their food comes.  At Thanksgiving Point they strive to continue the conversation of where food comes from, but would like to take it to the next level.  The past few years they have been working with different partnerships.  They have had a 17year relationship with USU Extension staff on site.  

Some of their different programs are:
Curious Critters
Tails for Tots
Farm Events
Dairy Days
Baby Animal Birthdays 

They haven’t hit their stride and feel that they can do a lot more.  They feel Thanksgiving Point is an ideal location to create an innovative platform for communities to understand where their food comes from.  

Handout – Blake Wigdahl explained a conceptual map that they are working towards.  They want to expand farm county, double to triple the current size and create a full outdoor experience where people can bring their questions, get answers, connect with experts, and learn where their food comes from and the importance of the American farmer.  

Blake expressed thanks to Cliff Lillywhite for having Thanksgiving Point on the agenda, and for his support.  Cliff financially supported some of their endeavors to get them going.  They are also partnering with USU Extension and this next year they will be working with facility and students.

Thanksgiving Point is in the process of building their next experience which is Butterfly Biosphere; they will talk about insects around the world.  While that is going on, they will be designing Farm County and expanding it over the next few years.

There are ways the community members can help.  They are a 5O1.C3 nonprofit.  They always need donors and sponsors to help bring these visions to life.  They are looking to connect with Industry Leaders/experts and bring them into Thanksgiving Point to connect with the public.

Blake Wigdahl stated that he would keep the Ad Advisory Board informed as they moved forward.

Blake invited anyone to come out and tour Thanksgiving Point and discuss what their needs are and how they can collaborate as they move forward.  Their ultimate goal is to create a community center where conversations can take place daily in the State of Utah.

Tom Boyer offered the Utah Wool Growers’ help with the sheep and with an education plan.

Business Emergency Coordination Center – Matt Beaudry
Matt Beaudry with the State’s Division of Emergency Management said they are one of five agencies under the umbrella of the Department of Public Safety.  Historically, their office has dealt with natural disaster.  Just today there have been 42 earthquakes in Utah.  We live in a seismically active state.  It is not a matter of if we have an earthquake but when.

Matt would like this Board’s knowledge and expertise to finish a project he is working on.  Matt manages The Utah Public Private Partnership, especially emergency management. 

(Please see the attached PowerPoint Presentation.)

Tom Boyer commented that in a disaster, livestock need to be handled in a way that they are not spreading disease by sending effected animals around; however you can’t shut down everything because you need to move healthy animals.  

Matt commented that any industry already has preparedness built in to address certain issues.  Matt’s role (BECC) is to find out how they can help, if there is an opportunity.  Matt commented that one of the most important things is to know who to call. 

Matt (BECC) said their goal is to be available to the private sector anyway they can.  

Avian Influenza
Dr. Crnich discussed the many different types of Influenza.

Birds, especially turkeys are very susceptible.  The initial outbreak was in the Pacific Northwest, which is under control.  UDAF as a department monitors a lot of bird and tests anytime there is a backyard flock.  The spread of this disease affected 48 million birds that had to be destroyed which were commercial or backyard flocks.  Wildlife birds don’t seem to be affected by it, especially ducks.  We would like to control the virus and eliminate it, so that it doesn’t spread.  Not only does the poultry industry loose a billion dollars, there is the cleanup from the destruction of the flocks.  Facilities that had to depopulate their flocks are now starting to populate them again.  They estimate $52,000 to $100,000 per facility to clean up the destroyed birds.  Currently none of these viruses are affecting humans.  What happens this fall when the wild birds return, is unknown.  

Bio security is at the top of our priority.  Vaccines have been approved.  UDAF will still do extensive awareness training.  

The top five concerns from the national poultry improvement programs:
1. Premise I.D.’s
2. Swift and accurate identification/depopulation/disposal 24-hr .kill and 72-hr. disposal to eliminate and control the virus
3. P.I.O.’s  what message do we want to put out.
4. Security on each farm
5. Emergency Operational Organization Structure 

We have not had any commercial or backyard flock with the virus.

Larry presented the newest display for Avian Influenza.  UDAF is continuing to put flyers into stores that backyard bird owner frequent.  The thought to have a larger display would be beneficial.  UDAF took the most important information from the flyer and put it on the display.  They are working with IFA stores, and other ag stores.  

Leland suggested that they put them in the rural post offices and at Farmer’s Markets.



Round Table
Tom Boyer - Wool Growers are hosting their summer convention August 3 & 4th in Ogden.  Tom appreciates the Commissioner being a part of it.  They are still waiting for decisions to come down on the H2A visa and Big Sheep Horn issues.  Prices are good, feed is good.  Things are well for wool growers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Robert McMullin – We had a poor sweet cherry crop.  Tart cherry will finish processing today.  It has been a good crop, but not as good as last years but still good.  Peaches are down because of the frost.  Apple crop looks good.  Mr. McMullin thanked USU and Diane Alstein for helping the fruit industry and also the Department of Agriculture for their help in shipping their fruit to California.  Robert also appreciates Darrell (UDAF) who does their FIDO along with Plant Industry for their Cherry Industry Administrative Board; they appreciate the service.  Industry is very concerned about the bugs infesting the state, especially the stink bug.  More research is needed on how to handle the stink bug.  We are looking forward to Farmers Markets.

Commissioner Adams commented that because of the hail early this year that the fruit taste good but doesn’t look good.  UDAF is putting information out to the press that even if the fruit doesn’t look good, it still tastes good.

Marilyn Albertson– Food Sense Educators are at the Farmers Markets doing education on local products and how to use them.  They have started going to the Sunny Vail Farmers Market where the refugees go.  Sunny Vail is still looking for farmers to bring their products.  (Marilyn brought handouts for Extension events along the Wasatch Front for July and August)

Allison Fiscus – Pork Producers had their annual meeting in July.  As new Executive Director, one of Allison’s main goals is to help industry relations and build better partnerships with the industry partners.  The Pork Board has approved to do genetic testing research with Dr. Isom.  Pork prices are down this year because there are so many pigs due to PedV.  Because of the prices being down it has affected all of the budgets throughout the country.  They have received the anticipated budget for next year, and it is down even further.  They are partnering with the AGNAR 5k, which is a food run on September 26, 2015 at the State Fair Grounds.  They have had a situation in their Pork Council, and are moving forward, if you have any questions, Allison is happy to talk with you.

Ken White – Salt Lake County stepped things up, and because of that they were able to hire an Urban Direct.  They are trying to make more awareness to the communities along the Wasatch Front.  In the rural areas people understand the Extension Service.  He said you can learn a lot through the Extension Service.  Please put October 3, 2015 on your calendar for the annual Ag Products Barbeque, where we highlight Utah’s Own.  It will be in conjunction with homecoming this year.  It is a 100% fund raiser for their students.  Dale ZoBell, the Beef Extension Specialist, has announced he is retiring. They have asked Utah Cattlemen to participate in the search of a replacement.  

Rusty Bastian– Rusty spent the last two weeks in Mongolia and China.  He said there are a lot of export opportunities.  He visited a 6 million dollar dairy.  The dairy had all new equipment but no one knew how to run the equipment, grow hay or operate a pivot.  

Commissioner Adams asked if UDAF could help with anything. 

They have been talking with Chile and Columbia; they are currently working with Honduras and Mexico.

Joe Furhriman – Utah Cattlemen had their convention in Wendover the end of June.  They appreciated Commissioner Adams being there and having input on sage grouse.  As ranchers they realize they are a big part of the sage grouse effort.  They will do what they can to improve the habitat for sage grouse.  They also support the GIP program.  Without the program, it would be hard to implement some of their programs.

Leland Hogan – Farm Bureau just concluded their mid-year conference in Cedar City.  They had good attendance with good subject matter.  Farm Bureau appreciated Commissioner Adams’ attendance.  They also hosted the Western Region President’s and Administrator’s Meeting held in Logan.  The alfalfa crop was heavily affected this year from weevil and aphids.  There were also rain damages on the first hay crop and hay prices have not settled.  The political side of things is very active on issues such as labor, endangered species and water.   Water should be a state issue but the Federal Government is trying to get involved as much as they can.  Representative Chaffetz’s office is holding a hearing in Wyoming next Thursday regarding the heavy hand of the BLM on beef producers and permits.

Next meeting was scheduled for October 22, 2015 at 1:00p.m.





 
