

Wellington City Council 6/3/2015	
Wellington City Council Minutes
Meeting held Wednesday, June 23, 2015
at the Wellington City Hall
[bookmark: _GoBack]Located at 150 West Main Street, Wellington, Utah
at 5:00 P.M.

City Council Present:
Mayor Powell, Councilman Willson, Councilman Sanslow, Councilman Yakovich, Councilman Tatton, Councilman Wells

City Staff Present:
	City Recorder – Glenna Etzel			City Attorney – John Schindler  	
	
Visitors:  
	Ray Reddington, Barbra Lupo 
	 
Agenda Item 1 - Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call

Mayor Powell asked everyone present to join her for the Pledge of Allegiance. The Mayor noted that Councilman Wells was the only absent councilmember.

Agenda Item 2. 

The City Attorney, John Schindler, came before the council to provide explanation for the emergency meeting. In the prior week Wellington City received a refund payable to Joy Technology notice. During research this notice, Schindler spoke with the Carbon County Clerk/Auditor Seth Oveson regarding the City’s Tax Rate and the process the city could take to pay the refund. One option explained to Schindler was raising the tax rates to make this payment. Schindler and Oveson also discussed the City’s Tax Rate history. In 2010 the City raised property taxes to generate an additional $4k. Prior to 2010 the Clerk/Auditor is unable to determine the last known rate increase. Schindler explained that the tax base software the Clerk/Auditor uses can only access historical tax rates from 1998 and forward.

The City Attorney continued to explain the urgency for calling the meeting. The city is required to certify its tax rate in the month of June. Following his meeting with the Clerk/Auditor Schindler contacted Mayor Powell to discuss raising property taxes. Schindler continued to explain to the council his reasons for suggesting the city raise property taxes, including allowing the city to put funds aside for future capital projects. Mayor Powell and Schindler discussed with the council how increasing the tax rate to 0.0030 would affect residents. For example, a home with a taxable value of $100k would pay an additional $125/year or $0.34/day. 

Mayor Powell invited Ray Reddington to the podium to express his opposition to the projected tax rate increase. Reddington explained that he, like numerous other residents, is on a fixed income. In Reddington’s opinion raising taxes would create a financial burden for him and his fellow citizens. The City Attorney explained to Reddington that any property tax increases he has noticed in prior years is attributed to the Carbon County School District and Carbon County. 

Mayor Powell invited Barabra Lupo to the podium to express her support for the projected tax rate increase. Lupo discussed how paying additional taxes would benefit the community, including providing more police enforcement. Lupo explained citizens would be in favor of the tax rate increase, as long as they knew the additional funds were wisely used. 

Councilman Tatton, Councilman Sanslow, Councilman Willson, and Councilman Wells each stated why he opposed the Property Tax Rate Increase. Councilman Yakovich provided explanation on why he supported the Property Tax Rate Increase. 

Councilman Tatton made a motion to keep the city’s tax rate at the Auditor’s Certified Rate. Councilman Wells seconded the motion, and motion carried with Tatton, Sanslow, Willson, and Wells in favor. 

Agenda Item 3. Adjourn

Councilman Tatton made a motion to adjourn. Councilman Wells seconded the motion, and motion carried with Wells, Yakovich, Sanslow, Willson and Tatton in favor. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:06 p.m.

Our next meeting will be July 1, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. at the Wellington City Hall.
				
			Minutes approved by City Council on July 15, 2015

							__________________________________
							Joan Powell, Mayor
_______________  		_____
Glenna Etzel, City Recorder
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