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	Bear River Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
April 28, 2015
1:00- 2:30 PM
BRAG Large Conference Room


Attending: Craig Buttars, Susie Jackson, Ken Brown, Xochithl Frankman, Jeff Scott, Lesley Smith, Adrian Gale

Other:  Michelle Benson, Lisa Freund, Nancy Green, Marion Layne, Kristine Johnson, Roger Jones

Excused: Norm Weston, Deb Harvey, Don Albrecht, Beth Fauth, Bill Cox, Adrian Gale, Mary Bennett
Welcome:
Approval of Minutes: Adrian Gale made a motion to approve the minutes. Craig Buttars seconded.  Unanimous approval.

State Board of Aging Report – Adrian Gale: The legislature treated us well this session. They gave us money for Congregate Meals and Home Delivered Meals. $350,000 was allocated to nutrition with an additional $150,000 to be released from the Division of Aging to total $500,000.  One-time funding of $250,000 for the Caregiver Support Program and $200,000 of ongoing funds for the Aging Waiver program were also allocated.

Adrian has served on the State Board of Aging for 8 years and is looking for someone to fill his position. They meet about 4 or 5 times a year. This must be someone in a rural area and a Republican. We have enjoyed having representation on the State Board being from our area for many years. Please let Michelle or Adrian know if you have a referral. 

Director’s Report – Michelle Benson:
2015 Legislative Session Outcomes:  It was a good year for Aging services overall. Mountainland Associations of Governments utilized their lobbyist to help Aging services secure funding. Legislative funding that was awarded is $350,000 nutrition funding, $250,000 of one-time caregiver funding, $229,700 of ongoing APS funding, so they will be hiring several new Adult Protective workers and $200,000 ongoing Aging Waiver funding.  Funding for the Aging Waiver program specifically came from Representative Redd. After meeting together to discuss Aging programs, he felt the state could maximize funds by increasing funding in this program to keep people from entering nursing homes too early.  The requirements of the Aging Waiver program are  to be 65 or older, Medicaid eligible, meet medical level of care that you could receive services in a Nursing Home.   

Our Agency is already feeling the impact of the Aging Waiver funding increase.  The first part of February the Division of Aging requested that we empty our waiting list of 18 people. Which is great but we had 14 days to do all of the assessments, and any referral we gave to them they turned it around instantly.  So, as a result, there has been a 100% increase in Aging Waiver clients since March 1st. As a result, the applicant lists for other in-home service programs have decreased significantly. This is the lowest that the applicant list has been in 15 years. The Alternatives waiting list has meet its quota for people under 60 so we really need people that are 60 and over. If you know of anyone that needs services, please have them give us a call. 

On July 1st, the New Choices Waiver program will open for new applications again.  They are anticipating a significant increase of referrals in July. 

Grand Families Program:  Statistically there are 82,000 children in Utah that are being raised by grandparents or extended family members. The Children’s Service Society has received some funding to provide education and support to grandparents raising grandchildren.  They are looking for referrals.

Veterans’ Outreach and Self Directed Care Program: Starting this Thursday we will be launching Veteran’s Self Directed Care program.  This program assists veterans who are capable of directing their own long term care services. The Veterans Medical Center in Salt Lake City establishes an individual budget and we will assist the Veteran in choosing services and managing the funding.  We also continue the Veteran’s Outreach program by identifying local veterans and screening them for VA benefits.

Requests for Proposals: Every three years the Alternatives and Caregiver program solicits Requests for Proposals (RFP) from any eligible providers.  The RFP process will take place in May.  In June, we will be making a recommendation on what providers we are accepting a proposal from.  

Four Year Area Plan: Michelle distributed the four year area plan.  Every four years we have to review our assurances with the Federal Government that we will operate in compliance with the federal law, goals and service priorities. Area plan goals for 2016-2019, 2015 Accomplishments, and priority of services were each reviewed.  Discussed keeping the service priorities in the same order that they were in last year.  Craig Buttars made the motion to approve the priority of services as presented.  Jeff Scott seconded.  There was unanimous approval.  Michelle will send out the Area Plan assurances via email.  Jeff Scott made the motion to approve the area plan.  Ken Brown seconded.  Unanimous approval. 

Elder Abuse Conference:  The conference will be held June 18th.  The keynote speaker is someone from San Diego Law Enforcement.  They are hoping to have a good showing of local law enforcement. 
Senior Center Director’s Report:
Bear River Senior Center - Marion Layne: An Eagle Scout helped finish planting 14 trees.  The next project will be to put handicap doors in the front of the center. 

Cache County Senior Center – Kristine Johnson: The senior fitness health fair and shred event will be on May 2nd.  They will be walking around tabernacle square, as well as having demonstrations of the different fitness classes offered. Lee’s grocery store will be there to give a demonstration on fruits and vegetables and the shred it truck will be there to shred documents for seniors.  Activities for the summer include a pool tournament, movies on Tuesday and Friday,  a veterans program in July.  

Brigham City Senior Center - Nancy Green: They are waiting for completion of their parking lot.  They did get a CDBG grant for this and are excited to have it completed. Their annual volunteer appreciation banquet is tomorrow night.  One of their fundraiser groups provided t-shirts for the group. The theme is “People Helping People”. The Senior Health and Fitness Day is May 27 at Pioneer Park in Brigham City.  There will be guest speakers, 27 different vendors,  fly-casting at Pioneer Pond.   They will sponsor the 4th of July pancake breakfast  and anticipate feeding 500 people. 

Rich County Senior Center - Bill Cox :  Bill mentioned that it would be nice for him to move the meeting to a different Tuesday. It was decided to leave it on the fourth Tuesday of the month. Michelle will visit with Bill to see if there are other options. 

Motion to adjourn by Ken Brown.  Second by Jeff Scott.  Unanimous approval.

Next Meeting:   June 23, 2015 at BRAG Large Conference Room
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