Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting

May 13, 2015
7:00p.m. County Courthouse, Castle Dale
Present:  Mack Huntington, Judy Ann Scott, Bart Cox, Gary Arrington, Bill Dellos, Commissioner Paul Cowley, Ray Petersen, Julie Johansen, Mary Kava
Staff:  
Excused:  Tammy Tucker, Commissioner Ethan Migliori
Public:  
1.  
Welcome:  Mack opened the meeting at 7:00p.m.  He welcomed and thanked the Board for their service to Emery County.    
2.  
Approval of Minutes:  Bart Cox made motion to accept the March 11, 2015 Minutes as recorded, seconded by Bill Dellos, motion carried.  
3.   Discussion and Possible Approval of Conditional Use Permits for Nielson Construction - Gravel Pit and XTO Energy - Long Point Pipeline :  Nielson Construction permit is for a gravel pit on the Moore Road.  This is a Level 1 permit but will be approved by the Planning Commission (Level 2) as Planning/Zoning Administrator position is not filled.  A staff review was held on Monday to review the permit.  Nielson Construction has been contracted to do an upgrade on the east end of Moore Road near I-70 and on the west end of the same road near Highway 10.  They will have a hydraulic hammer for crushing.  The project will be widening lanes on the road and creation of passing lanes.  The number of trucks used on the project will vary. County Road has approved the work.  The gravel used for the project will be from an old gravel pit on BLM land that was used for I-70 work.  The County Road #1 will act as engineer and oversee the project.  Motion made by Bill Dellos and seconded by Julie Johansen to approve the permit.  Motion passed.  Bart asked if the materials would be used for asphalt.  Mack advised it would be for sub-base on the edges with asphalt being done later.

XTO permit is to bring a pipeline from two existing wells on the point of Gentry Mountain to tie into current wells below.  The pipeline will consist of piping for gas line, salt water disposal, and electricity.  The land the pipeline will go through is approximately 3-4 miles (18540 feet) of private land owned by Coop/Rhino, which has given an easement for the project and SITLA land.  The Road encroachment goes to the top of the mountain.  Staff met on the permit and expressed concern about equipment in the area at the same time grazers will be driving livestock to the mountain. XTO was advised to get an agreement with the livestock organization to  ensure that haul trucks will not be in the area at the same time grazers will be moving livestock to and from the mountain.  There is no public access in the area.  An easement will be needed for access to the area for maintenance of the line, roads, and wells.  XTO has agreement with Conoco Phillips to put the power underground.  XTO will need to provide copies of agreements and easements before they can start the project.  Judy moved to approve the permit, Bill seconded. Motion approved.
4.  
Other Business:  Mack advised there was another issue that needed to be discussed.  The County had just become aware of concerning PacifiCorp and storing equipment from the Deer Creek Mine for and auction.  He advised that in January an email had been received from PacifiCorp wanting to store equipment from the mine on acreage they have near the 
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old Training property.  Mack advised that a letter had been sent to PacifiCorp on January 15, 2015 that the area they wanted to use was zoned agriculture, heavy traffic on highway 10, security issues at that locale, and other issues.  Other sites had been recommended for PacifiCorp to use and that the County would help in finding a suitable site.  Nothing more was heard on the subject.  Recently it was discovered that PacifiCorp had gone ahead and moved equipment to the old Training property site.  Severe damage has been done to the road with asphalt being torn up from the heavy trucks and equipment.  The County Road Department was never notified that equipment would be moving and no road permits have been issued.  County Road Department talked with PacifiCorp who said they would repair the road.  It was discussed that this is an area road that is used by emergency responders (Hwy 10 and Blue Hill Drive) when roads are blocked between State Park and the Airport and for people who live in the area.  Nielson Construction has the contract to haul equipment from the mine to the storage site again no permits were obtained by these moves.  Along with the damage to the road, concerns were also discussed about the need for security to safeguard the equipment and that PacifiCorp went ahead after being advised via letter that the use of the site was not acceptable, but they went ahead anyway.  It is unknown if all the equipment has been removed from the mine but reports have been received that the mine is closed and sealed.  It is unknown when the auction will take place and concerns regarding removing of the equipment when sold will do further damage to the road.  Commissioner Cowley advised that this issue will be brought to the other Commissioners to discuss what to do with the situation, which is a violation of ordinances.

Further discussion was held on the road coming from the Power Plant, the increase of truck traffic on that haul road and onto Huntington Canyon Road.

5. 
Adjourn:  Bill Dellos made motion to adjourn, seconded by Judy Ann Scott, meeting adjourned.
8-12-15 Meeting:  5-13-15 minutes approved as written
