
 
WATER ISSUES IN 2015 
 

Scott Paxman, Assistant General Manager, Weber Basin Water Conservancy District 
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SERVICE AREA 



Water Supply from WBWCD 

• Municipal – 60 Cities and Districts 
• Industrial– Minerals, Refineries, Manufacturers 
• Pressure Secondary– Wholesale & Retail 
• Agricultural–Five Counties 



Utah Population Projected to Double by 2060 

U.S. Census Bureau and GOMB 2012 Projections 
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• Residential Landscapes 
• What will citizens accept  

    for landscapes? 
 

 
 
 

Meeting Future Demands 
1) Conservation 



• Aquifer Storage Recharge 
• Reuse 
• Groundwater Development 
• Raising of AV Watkins Dam 
• Well Rehabilitation 
• Cloud Seeding 
• Ag Conversion 

Meeting Future Demands 
2) Optimization 

of water within our drainages 



Conversion of Supply 

1993/2011 

 Convert agricultural 
supplies to urban supplies  
 

 Only upon development 
 

 Water stays with land 



Aquifer Storage Recovery 



Bear River Development Project 
Bear River Development Act -1991 

“The Division shall develop the surface waters of the Bear River and its 
tributaries through the planning and construction of reservoirs and 
associated facilities as authorized and funded by the Legislature; own and 
operate the facilities constructed; and market the developed waters” 

Meeting Future Demands 
3) Development 



Project Features 
 Multiple dams and reservoirs 

 Diversions from the Bear River 

 Cache County delivery facilities 

 Raw water pipelines to West Haven WTP 

 Box Elder County delivery facilities 

 Finished water pipeline/storage reservoir/pump stations 
to Weber, Davis, and Salt Lake Counties 

Meeting Future Demands 
3) Development 



2015 Outlook 









2015 Drought Mitigation  Plans 
1. Increased visibility with daytime & wasteful  
     watering patrols & enforcement. 

• Leaving door hangers to help notify water users 
of the concerns.   

  
• Enter address into elements system so that 

violations will be tracked and numbered.  
 

• Potentially turn off irrigation water until users 
talk to a District employee and resolve the 
issue. 



2015 Drought Mitigation  Plans 
2. End seasonal irrigation and drain lines early with October 1st as target date.  
3. More groundwater pumping from District wells to supplement surface water supplies 

and meet demands. 



4. Continued and increased education 
 a. Billboards on I-15 and Hwy. 89 and truck ads 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2015 Drought Mitigation  Plans 



b. Learning Garden Resource 
• Free Landscape Classes 
• Free Garden Fairs 
• Demonstrations on irrigation, soils, lawn types and plants suitable for lower water. 

 



d.   Local publication ads that target service area 



Health Concerns with Secondary Irrigation 

1. Cross-connections issues, especially if the secondary 
Water is shut off earlier than normal. 
(should the Cities consider a “no outside watering” restriction 
after irrigation is shut off) or (require inspection of sprinkler 
system if observed running after irrigation is shut off) 
 
2. Drinking from the secondary water hose. 
3. Playing in the secondary water sprinklers. 
4. Filling swimming pool with secondary water. 
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