
MINUTES 

UTAH 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENTIST 


MEETING 


April 30th, 2015 


Room 474 - Fourth Floor - 9:00 a.m. 

Heber Wells Building 


Salt Lake City, UT 84111 


CONVENED: 9: 07 a.m. ADJOURNED: 10: 09 a.m. 

Bureau Manager: Maria Skedros 
Board Secretary: Sally Canavan 

Board Members Present: Eric Paul Peterson - Chair 
Bryce Larsen 
Linda Ebert 
Brian W. Bennion 
Kumar Shah 

Oath of Office: 	 The Oath of Office was administered by Ms. Skedros 
to Kumar Shah, the Boards public member at the 
meeting April 30th, 2015. 

Board Members Absent or Excused: 	 None 

Guests: 	 None 

DOPL Staff Present: 	 None 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 	 DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 
MINUTES: 	 The minutes from the August 20th, 2014 meeting were 

reviewed. Mr. Bennion made a motion, seconded by 
Ms. Ebert to approve the minutes with corrections. 
The voting was unanimous. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
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1. 	Proposed Rules R156-20a-302 - Maria 
Skedros 

2. Nominations - New Board member­
Maria Skedros 

3. Lack of foreign education criteria (58-20a 
and R156-20a) - Eric Peterson 

Judge Jonsson talked to the Board about the verbiage 
being used in the proposed rule R156-20a-302 (1) 
stating that some of the language was permissive. The 
word "may" invites an argument or a conflict. If the 
Board wants a clear line of what is acceptable or not 
they may want to use "shall" instead of "may". Judge 
Jonsson suggested "the following factors are relevant 
in considering a persons good moral character and 
then just vet them out". 
In R156-20a-302(2) where it addresses "criminal 
convictions" is also permissive. The current verbiage 
states "seven years after your criminal conviction case 
terminated you could possibly obtain a license. Judge 
Jonsson stated she would like to see a line added that 
says "a person whose moral character is subject to 
review of the above section is guaranteed licensure 
after allowing a specified time period to pass after 
conviction." The Board stated they liked that 
verbiage. 
The Board discussed traffic tickets would not be 
disclosed. The Board noted often times a conviction is 
plea bargained down to a misdemeanor while the 
charge can be serious. Ms. Skedros will re file the rule 
and put it forward. The Board would like to know 
when the rule is finalized to take it to their respective 
associations. 

Ms. Skedros said that she had received excellent 
candidates for prospective Board members, to put 
forward through the process. She explained the 
process of being appointed. 

The Board discussed foreign education and how much 
of a benefit it could be. They discussed what the 
benefit would be of waiting for the sunset review vs. 
not waiting for the sunset review. The Board 
discussed in some professions there is a credentialing 
agency that is approved to verify training and 
education from outside of the United States. There is 
the possibility of using the credentialing from college 
courses, the colleges check thoroughly before they 
allow credit for the courses, or also they could use a 
third party to evaluate foreign education criteria. Ms. 
Skedros stated that because it does not specify that is 
not acceptable the Board can choose to include it in 
rule. It does not say you cannot accept foreign 
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4. Clarify/define Accreditation - Eric 

Peterson 


5. 	How to move forward to amend the act to 
For Foreign education equivalency ­
Eric Peterson and Maria Skedros 

6. 	Liaison activities to keep EHS 
professionals informed 

7. 	The Local Health Officers Report­
Brian Bennion 

8. The Committee of Local Environmental 
Health Administrators - Bryce Larsen 

education Mr. Shah made a motion seconded by Mr. 
Larsen to have Ms. Skedros write up the foreign 
education in to the rule for the Board approval. The 
voting was unanimous. 

The Board discussed their role in identifying language 
that may no longer be appropriate for the act and the 
rule. The Board may make changes in the rule and 
when changes are needed the Board should make 
changes there. It was noted that DOPL tries to remain 
neutral in laws that are passed. 

The Board had requested to do away with the Sunset 
provision in their Act that was not granted. They 
requested a ten year period before the next review of 
their profession. They received five years until July of 
2018 before the next review. The last sunset review 
put the profession under severe scrutiny. The Board 
noted the legislature is the governing body and may 
make changes to the act and to the Board composition 
itself. They do not want to see their professional 
Board disbanded. 

The Board stated once there is a public copy of the 
rules, the liaison should take it back and share it at 
their conferences. The Board noted Utah 
Environmental Health Association (UEHA) has two 
conferences-one in the Spring and one in the Fall. Mr. 
Peterson and Ms. Ebert could request a short item on 
the agenda. 
Ms. Skedros stated she is putting out a newsletter 

through email for another profession. This Board can 
use that newsletter once a year to get input from the 
Board and inform the profession. She stated that if that 
is something they would like to do she will ask for 
input from the Board to write articles or just to keep 
the profession informed. The Board agreed to aim for 
the newsletter information this fall. 

The Health Officer's meeting is the 2 pt of May 2015. 
The Board suggested Mr. Bennion take this 
information to them and see if they have any concerns 
or questions. 

Mr. Larsen could bring the proposed rules once 
finalized to the organization. 
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9. The Utah Environmental Health­
Associations :- Eric Peterson and Linda 
Ebert 

NEXT Meeting 

ADJOURN 10:09 a.m. 

Mr. Peterson stated that he and Ms. Ebert could 
request a short item on the agenda at this year's Fall 
Conference. They would share the changes with the 
conference attendees once the rule is ready. 

The Board agreed they see a need for the Board to 
meet at least two times and possibly three times per 
year. The next meeting is tentatively set for Tuesday 
August 11th, 2015. 

Mr. Shah made a motion seconded by Mr: Lars~ to 
end the meeting. The voting was unanimous. 

business conducted irz this meeting. 

C6/({/l~ 
Date Appro?ed: 

Date Approved ccupational & 


