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Salt Lake County Planning Commission 
Public Meeting Agenda 

Wednesday, August 12, 2015 8:30 A.M. 
 

Location  
SALT LAKE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
2001 SOUTH STATE STREET, ROOM N1-100 
NORTH BUILDING, MAIN FLOOR 
 (385) 468-6700 

 

BUSINESS MEETING 

 

1) Approval of Minutes from the May 13, 2015 meeting. 

2) Upcoming Utah APA Fall Conference  

3) Other Business Items (as needed) 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Administrative 
 

29139 – Tom Romney requests preliminary plat approval for the proposed 16 Lot Parley’s Pointe 

Phase 1 Subdivision. Location: 3153 East I-80 Freeway. Zone: FR-20 (Forestry and 

Recreation), Foothills and Canyons Overlay Zone (FCOZ). Planner: Todd A. Draper 

 

Legislative 
 

29629 - Salt Lake County Planning Commission will consider whether to recommend approval 

of an ordinance designating an area of unincorporated Salt Lake County as the Mountainous 

Planning District and creating the Mountainous Planning District Planning Commission. 

Presenter: Wilf Sommerkorn 

 

ADJOURN 

UPON REQUEST, WITH 5 WORKING DAYS NOTICE, REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR QUALIFIED 
INDIVIDUALS MAY BE PROVIDED. PLEASE CONTACT WENDY GURR AT 385-468-6707.  
TTY USERS SHOULD CALL 711. 

The Planning Commission Public Meeting is a public forum where the Planning Commission receives 
comment and recommendations from applicants, the public, applicable agencies and County staff 
regarding land use applications and other items on the Commission’s agenda.  In addition, it is where 
the Planning Commission takes action on these items.   Action may be taken which may include: 
approval, approval with conditions, denial, continuance or recommendation to other bodies as 
applicable.   



 



 
  
  

 

Subdivision Summary and Recommendation 
 

Public Body: Salt Lake County Planning Commission Meeting Date: August 12, 2015 
Parcel ID: 16-23-226-005 Current Zone:  FR-20, FCOZ   
Property Address: 3153 East I-80 Freeway 
Request: 16 lot Subdivision  
 
Community Council: None Unincorporated  
Planner: Todd A. Draper 
Planning Staff Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
Applicant Name: Tony Romney 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The applicant is requesting preliminary plat approval for the 16 lot Parley’s Pointe Phase 1 Subdivision.  
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This subdivision was previously approved in April of 2005 by the Salt Lake County Planning Commission as a 
clustered 15 lot subdivision with approximately 300 acres of open space.  That approval, including other 
subsequent amendments to the plans, has expired. The applicant at this time is seeking new approval from the 
planning commission under the current ordinances and policies of Salt Lake County. Existing agreements 
regarding this property require that upon completion of the subdivision process that the property will be annexed 
into Salt Lake City. Open space within the project, including lots 14, 15, and 16 (also known as parcel F) will be 
dedicated to Salt Lake County.  
 

SITE & VICINITY DESCRIPTION (see attached map) 

The property is located in the foothills East of Salt Lake City. The entrance to the property being developed is 
located near the end of Benchmark drive.  A majority of the property consists of steep and rugged foothill terrain 
that according to the clustered subdivision concept will be preserved as perpetual open space through the 
recording of this subdivision plat.  The property borders single family residential subdivisions in Salt Lake City to 
the West, the I-80 Freeway to the South, United States Forest Service land to the East, and common open space of 
an adjacent Planned Unit Development to the North.  
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LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS 

Requirement Standard Proposed Compliance Verified 
Height 30 feet  30 feet Yes 

Setbacks 

Per Foothill and Canyons 
Overlay Zone (FOCZ). 
Setbacks from property lines 
are not applicable; however 
setbacks from watercourses, 
steep slopes and other 
natural hazards are 
required.  

Development will comply 
with FCOZ development 
standards; additionally a 
building pad meeting these 
regulations is shown and will 
be recorded with the 
subdivision plat.  

Yes 

Lot Width 300 feet 
Use of the clustered concept 
does not require the 300 
foot width to be met.  

Yes 

Lot Area 20 Acres 

As a clustered concept is 
being utilized the lots are 
allowed to be smaller in size 
as long as the balance of the 
20 acres is dedicated to 
open space.  

Yes 

Lot Coverage 

The limits of disturbance are 
determined on a case by 
case basis at the time of the 
application for construction 
of each home.  

The limits of disturbance are 
determined on a case by 
case basis at the time of the 
application for construction 
of each home. 

Yes 

 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD RESPONSE 

No neighborhood response regarding the current proposal has been received as of the writing of this report.  
 
 

REVIEWING AGENCIES RESPONSE 

AGENCY: Grading Review DATE: 7/31/15 
RECOMMENDATON: Conceptual Approval – Technical Review Required – Need colored slope analysis, 
geotechnical reports, Storm water pollution prevention plans, etc.  
 
AGENCY: Geology Review DATE:  
RECOMMENDATON: No response received 
 
AGENCY: County Hydrology DATE: 7/20/15 
RECOMMENDATON: Conceptual Approval – Technical Review Required – Need to provide further drainage details 
and calculations. 
 
AGENCY: County Subdivision Engineering   DATE: 7/13/15 
RECOMMENDATON:  Conceptual Approval – Technical Review Required 
 
AGENCY:  County Traffic Engineer    DATE: 7/21/15 
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RECOMMENDATON: Revisions required – Roads need to meet minimum standards or a exception to roadway 
standards must be granted.  
 
AGENCY: Unified Fire Authority     DATE: 7/16/15 
RECOMMENDATON: Conceptual Approval 
 
AGENCY: Salt Lake County Health Department    DATE: 7/13/15 
RECOMMENDATON: Conceptual Approval – Water and Sewer availability letters required 
 
AGENCY: Building Inspection     DATE: 7/17/15 
RECOMMENDATON: Conceptual Approval – Building permits will be required for new homes.  New construction 
must also meet the requirements of the Wildland Urban Interface Ordinance.  
 
AGENCY: Public Works Operations    DATE: 7/14/15 
RECOMMENDATON: Conceptual Approval  
 
AGENCY: Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation   DATE: 7/13/15 
RECOMMENDATON: Conceptual Approval – Easements for trail access are required. 
 
 
Compliance with current building, construction, engineering, fire, health, landscape and safety standards will be 
verified prior to final approval. 

PLANNING STAFF ANALYSIS 

Staff has no issues with the plat as conceptually proposed as this project has been thoroughly vetted in the past 
regarding the basic layout of the clustered subdivision. There are however a number of technical details that will 
need to be addressed during the technical review phase of this project. There is some confusion as to whether or 
not this is a Planned Unit Development (PUD) or a clustered subdivision as outlined in 19.72.030 (A) (4) of Salt 
Lake County ordinances.  Staff believes that this subdivision is more appropriately classified as a clustered 
subdivision; however either classification will suffice for the processing of this application. 
 
A colored slope analysis of the site has not been submitted with this particular application. This was reviewed with 
the original application and the lots as shown were determined to meet the slope requirements of the ordinance 
at that time.   
 
The remainder parcel to the South of the proposed lots is not accurately shown on the preliminary plats or plans.  
This is a technical issue that can be resolved with revised plans through the technical review process. A new 
application would be required for development of the remainder parcel. The original proposals from 2005-2006 
indicated that this remainder would be approximately 23 acres in size.  The applicant has indicated that they 
desire to eventually divide the remainder parcel into 4 lots. This is sufficient land area for one lot only, however as 
additional open space is being dedicated to Salt Lake County as part of phase 1, staff sees no issues with allowing 
a transfer of the remaining allowable density to the remainder parcel rather than revising the current plans to 
reduce the amount of open space dedication with phase 1 in order to attach it to the remainder parcel in phase 2.  
The exact method for doing this will need to be worked out through the subsequent technical review process with 
county staff.  
 
Trails and trail easements are required per the parks and recreations master plans. Construction of the trail 
improvements for portions of the trail ways that cross the subdivision will be the responsibility of the developer.  
Bonds will be required to guarantee installation of the trail improvements.  
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Previously obtained variances to slope regulations remain in force.  The continued validity of approvals for 
exceptions from the County Roadway standards is under review.  If new or updated exceptions are needed an 
application for those exceptions will be required.  The validity of previously obtained exceptions to fire code 
related to previous applications on the property must be addressed with the Unified Fire Authority. 
 
 

PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Salt Lake County Planning Commission grant preliminary approval subject to 
compliance with County ordinances and departmental requirements including but not limited to the following 
conditions: 

1. Developer to work out all technical issues with the plats and plans through the subsequent technical 
review process. Finalization of Preliminary and Final plats to be completed with planning staff.  

2. That a transfer of density of up to 3 residential units be allowed from Phase 1 to the remainder parcel 
(Future Phase 2) pertaining to open space dedication that occurs in phase 1 in excess of the required 
minimums for Phase 1. 

3. All trail easements shall be shown on the final subdivision plat and shall be recorded either prior to the 
final subdivision plat by separate instrument or together with the final subdivision plat.  The developer 
and owner shall install these trails as per Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation requirements.  

4. Bonds for trail construction and all other improvements required by ordinance or the planning 
commission will be required.  
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Salt Lake County Planning Commission Summary and 
Recommendation 

 

Public Body: Salt Lake County Planning Commission  

Meeting Date: August 12, 2015 

Request: Recommend Approval of Ordinance Creating Mountainous Planning District 

 

Community Councils: Millcreek, East Millcreek, Canyon Rim, Mt. Olympus, Granite, Big Cottonwood 

Planner:  Wilf Sommerkorn 

Community Council Recommendations: See attachments 

Planning Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Applicant Name: Mayor Ben McAdams 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Establish, by ordinance, a Mountainous Planning District comprised of the Wasatch Mountains of unincorporated Salt Lake 
County generally east of city and township boundaries, excluding the Town of Alta.  The ordinance will also establish a 
Mountainous District Planning Commission which will have the primary responsibility for preparing and recommending 
plans and land use ordinances for this area, as outlined in state code and county ordinance for planning and land use 
regulation. 
 

SITE & VICINITY DESCRIPTION (see attached map) 

The area of the Wasatch Mountains in unincorporated Salt Lake County, generally east of existing city and 

township boundaries, excluding the Town of Alta. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD RESPONSE 

Individual property owner and citizen responses are being received, will be presented at the meeting. 

 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL RESPONSE 

Discussion has taken place with all affected community councils except Canyon Rim, which has not yet held a 

meeting in time for them to consider this request.  See attachments for responses from Community Councils. 

 

 

File # 29629 
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REVIEWING AGENCIES RESPONSE 

N/A 
 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Planning for the central Wasatch mountains currently rests with the Salt Lake County Planning 
Commission and County Council. All decisions related to planning and zoning of this great place are 
recommended by a planning commission made up of residents from unincorporated areas of Salt Lake 
County, and reviewed and approved by the elected County Council. 
 
The central Wasatch Mountains are a wonderful and important regional resource. Visitorship to the 
area from Parley’s Canyon on the north to Little Cottonwood on the south is about 5 million a year, 
more than any of Utah’s popular national parks! Home to several world-class ski resorts and alpine 
scenery, visitors include those from around the nation and even from around the world. This area is an 
important place for the entire state of Utah. 
 
Planning for the future of this key area is the subject of a broad region-wide coalition of groups and 
individuals who have a keen interest in the future of the central Wasatch, known as Mountain Accord. 
As such, it is increasingly becoming viewed as a regional, and even statewide, resource. 
 
With current efforts underway to formalize the roles of the unincorporated areas of the county and 
move most areas to become either incorporated cities or metro townships, with their own planning 
roles and functions, the area of unincorporated county to draw on for members of the Salt Lake County 
Planning Commission dwindles. It is also apparent that the interests concerned about the central 
Wasatch exist throughout the county’s residents, not just those in unincorporated Salt Lake County. 
 
To that end, HB351 was passed in this year’s session of the state legislature, which allows for the 
creation of a mountainous planning district in Salt Lake County to address these concerns and interests. 
The proposed ordinance just forwarded to you is the county’s effort to put this mechanism into effect. 
This ordinance creates the Mountain Planning District and establishes a Mountain District Planning 
Commission specifically for this area, composed of 9 members to be appointed by the Salt Lake County 
Mayor and Council. The intention is for members to be drawn from around the county, including 
residents who live in cities and have an interest in the future of this key regional jewel. 
 
The Mountain Planning Commission would have authority much as any other planning commission does, 
for the Mountain Planning District area. 

 

The proposed ordinance would establish the Mountainous Planning Commission with the following provisions: 
- Ordinance: 

o PC to be comprised of 9 members, must be registered voters of Salt Lake County, one of whom resides 
within the area of the MPD 

o Other provisions as exist in county ordinance (mode of appointment, terms, etc.) 
- Bylaws: 

o Recommend that membership of the PC be comprised, in addition to the one residing in the MPD, of a 
person from each of the following:  Salt Lake City, Millcreek Township, Holladay City, Cottonwood Heights 
City, Sandy City, Draper City, and 2 members from the remaining cities or townships. 

 
All existing land use ordinances and zoning of property would remain as is currently, no changes are proposed. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 Staff recommends approval of the ordinance. 
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Big    Cottonwood Canyon 
    

 
C   O   M   M   U   N   I   T   Y         C   O   U   N  C   I   L 

11300 E Silver Fork  •  Brighton, Utah 84121  •  Phone: 435-940-9099  
barbaracameron@hotmail.com 

Brighton 
Don Despain 
Steve Jorgensen 
Barb Slater 
 
Brighton Ski Resort 
Randy Doyle 
 
Cardiff 
Laurel Pines 
Bart Reuling 
 
Evergreen 
Lady of the Lake 
Kirk Nichols 
 
Forest Glen 
Bill Mackie 
Greg Hatch 
 
Giles Flat 
Bruce Plott 
 
Mill D 
Dorran Sampson 
 
Mt. Haven 
Bryan O’Meara 
 
Mule Hollow 
Brooke Derr 
 
Pine Tree/Bear Trap 
Karin Peterson 
 
Silver Fork 
Tom Loken 
David Eckhoff 
LaNette Phillips 
Barbara Cameron 
 
Solitude Ski Resort 
Gary DeSeelhorst 
 
At Large 
Cyle Buxton 
Carolyn Keigley 
 
 

July 27, 2015 

 

Dear Wilf, 

 

Big Cottonwood Community Council would like the following 

considerations to be included in the Mountainous Planning District: 

 

Each canyon should have an official representative who is a property 

owner on the Mountainous Planning District. Property owners are 

aware of the many issues involved, including high visitation, 

watershed, wildfire, and public safety.  

 

There should be separate canyon planning councils for each canyon for 

the purpose of helping the Planning Commission implement policies 

unique to that canyon. The chair of the local council could be a 

representative on the larger Mountain Planning Commission. Mayor 

McAdams said this might be a possibility when he met with our 

Community Council in April. 

 

The Planning Commission could recommend a General Plan for the 

entire Mountainous Planning District, but should include a section for 

each canyon because there are different issues, despite the many 

common concerns.  

 

Salt Lake County could take the lead in bringing canyon stakeholders 

to the table for planning discussions on a regular basis (quarterly or 

semi-annually), including the US Forest Service, UDOT, UPD, UFA, 

SLC Public Utilities, Trails Utah, ski resorts, residents. The Mountain 

Accord process has shown how helpful this can be. 

 

Thanks for helping with these concerns, 

 

Barbara Cameron, Chair 

Big Cottonwood Community Council 
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1.  

 

GRANITE  

COMMUNITY  

COUNCIL  
 

 

July 10, 2015 

Wilf Sommerkorn 

Salt Lake County Office of Regional Development 

2001 S State 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84190 

 

Dear Wilf: 

 

Thank you very much for attending the Granite Community Council’s (GCC) recent meeting. We appreciated your briefing 

on the Mountainous Planning District as well as your responsiveness to our questions. I regret that we had some other major 

issues and people on our agenda, which limited the time we were able to dedicate to your discussion.  

 

The following comments reflect both those noted during our meeting and others that Council members have provided since 

the meeting. 

 

We recognize that Mayor McAdams’ goal in achieving passage of this legislation is to protect our most valuable resource—

our canyons. We also recognize the reality of politics and that one sometimes has to include people and organizations in such 

an effort, in order to get their support for passing the bill, while recognizing that they may not actually share the goal of 

protecting (vs. developing) the canyons. 

 

Drew Weaver expressed concern about the proposed commission.  We want to keep high-rise apartments, other high-density 

development, and more commercial development out of the Granite/Little Cottonwood Canyon area.  He noted that the 

existing county planning and zoning commission, with input from GCC, has done a good job of stewardship with regard to 

preserving the quality of the community at the mouth of our canyon.  He believes that the proposed commission could take 

planning power and stewardship away from the people of Granite and other residents of the mountain/canyon areas, and 

transfer this power to valley people who might not have the same priorities or the same detailed local knowledge.  Drew 

speculated that the proposed commission may really be a back-door way to achieve the goals of Mountain Accord, such as 

rail up the canyon.  People on the mountainous planning commission may have very different priorities from those on the 

current county planning commission.  

 

Catherine Kanter expressed a desire to see a local representative from the Granite area on the mountainous planning 

commission.   

 

Terry Wood noted that he has some concerns that the work of the Blue Ribbon Panel that has been reviewing the new 

Foothill Canyon Overlay Zone (FCOZ) ordinances (Terry is a member of that panel) may get swept under the rug if the new 

mountainous planning commission takes over this task. 

 

Bill Clayton later noted that some of the residents of Wasatch Resort have expressed the concern that people on the 

mountainous planning commission who don’t live in the canyon/mountain areas may not understand some of the unique 

issues faced by canyon residents, in much the same way as a canyon resident might not understand some of the issues faced 

by residents of downtown Salt Lake City, for example.  A canyon resident isn’t eligible to be on the Salt Lake City planning 

and zoning commission, but a Salt Lake City resident will be eligible to be on the mountainous planning commission and 

thereby have authority over whether a Wasatch Resort homeowner can modify a retaining wall in his back yard, for example. 

 

We in Granite love our canyon and want to protect it at least as much as Mayor McAdams does. However, as you can see 

from the comments above, we are very strongly alarmed that having a single canyon resident on this 9-member commission, 

who would need to represent all the impacted canyons, would make it extremely difficult to slow down or stop possible 
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runaway development urges of other members from cities which could benefit from said development, e.g., Sandy and 

Cottonwood Heights.  

 

Also, the concerns and issues affecting one canyon don’t necessarily mirror those in another. I would not want to have a 

Granite resident representing all the canyons, who doesn’t know the problems of Big Cottonwood Canyon. Ideally, each 

affected canyon should be represented and the number of members from cities should be reduced to balance the power of the 

cities.  

 

In addition, the Blue Ribbon Panel worked on FCOZ revisions for a quite lengthy time and it would be a disgraceful waste of 

manpower to possibly toss out the results of their work and have a new commission start from scratch, if that is the County’s 

intent. This doesn’t send a great message to all the hundreds of volunteers in the County who labor over documents, attend 

meetings, and do their best to improve processes in the County.  

 

We will encourage our residents who care about the future of the canyon to attend County meetings where this is discussed 

further.  Again, thank you for spending the time to brief us on this important change. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary J. Young 

Chairman, Granite Community Council 
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MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT 

 

Planning for the central Wasatch mountains currently rests with the Salt Lake County Planning 

Commission and County Council.  All decisions related to planning and zoning of this great place are 

recommended by a planning commission made up of residents from unincorporated areas of Salt Lake 

County, and reviewed and approved by the elected County Council. 

The central Wasatch Mountains are a wonderful and important regional resource.  Visitorship to the 

area from Parley’s Canyon on the north to Little Cottonwood on the south is about 5 million a year, 

more than any of Utah’s popular national parks!  Home to several world-class ski resorts and alpine 

scenery, visitors include those from around the nation and even from around the world.  This area is an 

important place for the entire state of Utah. 

Planning for the future of this key area is the subject of a broad region-wide coalition of groups and 

individuals who have a keen interest in the future of the central Wasatch, known as Mountain Accord.  

As such, it is increasingly becoming viewed as a regional, and even statewide, resource. 

With current efforts underway to formalize the roles of the unincorporated areas of the county and 

move most areas to become either incorporated cities or metro townships, with their own planning 

roles and functions, the area of unincorporated county to draw on for members of the Salt Lake County 

Planning Commission dwindles.  It is also apparent that the interests concerned about the central 

Wasatch exist throughout the county’s residents, not just those in unincorporated Salt Lake County. 

To that end, HB351 was passed in this year’s session of the state legislature, which allows for the 

creation of a mountainous planning district in Salt Lake County to address these concerns and interests.  

The proposed ordinance just forwarded to you is the county’s effort to put this mechanism into effect. 

This ordinance creates the Mountain Planning District and establishes a Mountain District Planning 

Commission specifically for this area, composed of 9 members to be appointed by the Salt Lake County 

Mayor and Council.  The intention is for members to be drawn from around the county, including 

residents who live in cities and have an interest in the future of this key regional jewel. 

The Mountain Planning Commission would have authority much as any other planning commission does, 

for the Mountain Planning District area.  

Please review the attached ordinance and provide us your comments as soon as possible.  Thanks you! 
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SALT LAKE COUNTY ORDINANCE 

Ordinance No.        Date      , 2015 

MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING CHAPTER 2.75A AND 

CHAPTER 19.07 OF THE SALT LAKE COUNTY CODE OF 

ORDINANCES, 2001, DESIGNATING A MOUNTAINOUS 

PLANNING DISTRICT, ESTABLISHING A PLANNING 

COMMISSION FOR THIS DISTRICT, AND PROVIDING FOR 

THIS PLANNING COMMISSION’S COMPOSITION, 

AUTHORITY, RULES AND PROCEDURES, AND MAKING 

OTHER RELATED CHANGES. 

 

The County legislative body of Salt Lake County ordains as follows: 

SECTION I.  Chapter 2.75A of the Salt Lake County Code of Ordinances, 2001, is hereby 

enacted to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 2.75A MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT 

 

2.75A.010  MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT CREATED 

2.75A.010  POWERS EXERCISED BY THE MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

2.75A.030 POWERS AND DUTIES NOT AFFECTED 

 

2.75A.010  MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT CREATED 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 17-27a-901 of the Utah Code, the county council has 

created a Mountainous Planning District as stated in Section 19.07.020 of this Code.  The 
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Mountainous Planning District has boundaries as set forth in Section 19.07.010 of this Code, which 

includes portions of the unincorporated county previously under the jurisdiction of the Salt Lake 

County Planning Commission or the Millcreek Township Planning Commission.   

2.75A.020 POWERS EXERCISED BY THE MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

1. The powers and duties of the Mountainous Planning District Planning Commission 

members are provided for in Chapter 19.07 of this Code. Those powers and duties shall 

be exercised within the geographical boundaries of the Mountainous Planning District as 

provided therein.  All matters that were pending and had previously been under the 

jurisdiction of the Salt Lake County Planning Commission or the Millcreek Township 

Planning Commission regarding property now within the geographical area of the 

Mountainous Planning District shall be considered to be under the jurisdiction and 

subject to all the powers and duties of the Mountainous Planning District as of the 

effective date of this ordinance. 

2. The Salt Lake County Planning Commission and the Millcreek Township Planning 

Commission shall cease to exercise jurisdiction over all newly filed planning and zoning 

matters within the Mountainous Planning District area on the day this ordinance 

becomes effective. 

2.75A.030 POWERS AND DUTIES NOT AFFECTED 

This chapter does not affect the powers and duties of the Salt Lake County Planning 

Commission or the Millcreek Township Planning Commission, outlined in Chapter 19.05, Salt Lake 

County Code of Ordinances, 2001, over all pending and future land use applications regarding any 

property located in areas remaining within their jurisdictional boundaries and outside of the 

Mountainous Planning District. 
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SECTION II.  Chapter 19.07 of the Salt Lake County Code of Ordinances, 2001, is hereby 

enacted to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 19.07 MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT 

 

19.07.010 MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT AREA DESIGNATED 

19.07.020 MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT PLANNING COMMISSION 

19.07.030 LAND USE AUTHORITY 

 

19.07.010  MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT AREA DESIGNATED 

 

A. Mountainous Planning District Map 

 

The area of the Mountainous Planning District is hereby designated according to the 

Mountainous Planning District Map that is on file with the county clerk, and such map is 

made by this reference a part of this title as if fully described and detailed herein.  The map 

of the Mountainous Planning District may be examined by the public subject to any 

reasonable regulations established by the county clerk.  All of the area within the 

Mountainous Planning District Map meets the following criteria: 

1. The area is primarily used for recreational purposes, including canyons, foothills, 

ski resorts, wilderness areas, lakes and reservoirs, campgrounds, or picnic areas; 

2. The area is used by residents of Salt Lake County who live inside and outside the 

limits of a municipality; 

3. The total resident population in the Mountainous Planning District Area is equal 

to or less than 5% of the population of Salt Lake County; and 

4. The area was within the unincorporated area of Salt Lake County before May 12, 

2015. 

B. Boundary Location Rules 

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundary of the Mountainous Planning District, the 

following rules shall apply: 
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1. Wherever the boundary is indicated as being approximately upon the centerline of a 

street, alley or block, or along a property line, then, unless otherwise definitely 

indicated on the map, the centerline of the street, alley or block, or such property line 

shall be construed to be the boundary of the Mountainous Planning District. 

2. Whenever such boundary line of the Mountainous Planning District is indicated as 

being approximately at the line of any river, irrigation canal, or other waterway or 

railroad right-of-way, or public park, or other public land, or any section line, then in 

such cases the center of the stream, canal or waterway, or of the railroad right-of-

way, or the boundary line of such public land or such section line shall be deemed to 

be the boundary of the Mountainous Planning District.   

3. Where the application of the above rules does not clarify the Mountainous Planning 

District boundary location, the land use hearing officer shall interpret the map.   

19.07.020 MOUNTAINOUS PLANNING DISTRICT PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

A. Creation.   

1. There is hereby created a Mountainous Planning District, consisting of the area 

described in Section 19.07.010 of this chapter. 

2. There is hereby established a Mountainous Planning District Planning Commission 

(“Planning Commission”). 

A. Powers and Duties.  The Planning Commission shall have the following powers and 

duties: 

1. Make and recommend to the county council a general plan and amendments to the 

general plan for the Mountainous Planning District; 

2. Prepare and recommend to the county council land use ordinances and a zoning map 

and amendments thereto for the Mountainous Planning District; 
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3. Consider and recommend to the county council a subdivision ordinance and 

amendments thereto for areas within the Mountainous Planning District; 

4. Recommend proposed application processes and the appropriate delegation of power 

to at least one land use authority and at least one appeal authority as provided in 

Section 17-27a-302 of the Utah Code. 

5. Act as the land use authority as provided in Section 19.07.030; 

6. Advise the county council on matters that the county council directs; 

7. Provide other functions as specified in this chapter or as directed by the county 

council. 

B. Membership, Appointment, Terms, Removal, and Vacancies:   

1. The Planning Commission shall be composed of nine (9) members to be appointment 

by the mayor with the advice and consent of the county council.  The mayor, with 

the advice and consent of the county council may also appoint up to two (2) alternate 

members of the Planning Commission.  Alternate members must meet the 

qualifications as the other Planning Commission members.   

2. All members of the Planning Commission shall serve a term of three (3) years, 

except that in the case of the first Planning Commission appointed under the 

provisions of this section, three (3) members shall be appointed for an initial term of 

one (1) year, three (3) members shall be appointed for an initial term of two (2) 

years, and the remaining three (3) members shall be appointed to serve a full three-

year term.  Any alternate members of the Planning Commission shall be appointed to 

serve a term of four (4) years.  In the event a term of a member shall expire without a 

successor having been appointed, the member shall continue to serve until a 

successor has been appointed and the term of the successor shall terminate on the 
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same day as though the successor was appointed in a timely manner.  Any vacancy 

created during the term of a member shall be filled for only the remainder of the 

unexpired portion of that term.  No member shall serve more than two (2) 

consecutive full terms. 

3. The Planning Commission shall elect a chair and vice chair from among its members 

to sit for one year terms and may, by majority vote, adopt rules regarding its 

activities, which rules may not be in conflict with the Land Use, Management and 

Development Act, Utah Code Ann. §17-27a-101 et. seq., or this Ordinance.  The 

chair shall be considered for purposes of establishing a quorum and shall act as a 

voting member. 

4. Unless otherwise provided by law, any vacancy occurring on the Planning 

Commission by reason of death, resignation, removal or disqualification shall be 

filled by the mayor with the advice and consent of the county council for the 

unexpired term of such member.  The mayor with advice and consent of the county 

council may remove for cause a member of the Planning Commission upon the filing 

of written charges against the member and after a public hearing on the charges 

conducted by a hearing officer appointed by the mayor if requested by the member. 

5. Quorum:  No meeting of the Planning Commission shall be official or of any effect 

except when a quorum of the members are present.  Five members of the Planning 

Commission shall constitute a quorum.  All actions shall require the concurring vote 

of a majority of the members present, unless stricter voting procedures are 

established by the Planning Commission. 

C. Qualifications for Membership:   
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1. Planning Commission members must be registered voters who reside either in the 

unincorporated or incorporated areas of Salt Lake County.   

2. At least one Planning Commission member shall reside within the Mountainous 

Planning District.   

3. Planning Commission members shall represent areas located in the unincorporated 

and incorporated county.  In appointing Planning Commission members, the mayor 

and county council shall endeavor to provide as much geographically balanced 

representation as is practicable. 

D. Jurisdiction:  The Planning Commission shall have jurisdiction regarding all pending and 

future planning and zoning matters and proceedings within the Mountain Planning 

District Area, including areas of the Mountainous Planning District that are also located 

within a municipality or are unincorporated. 

E. Meetings: 

1. The Planning Commission shall establish a regular meeting schedule. 

2. The Planning Commission must comply with Title 52, Chapter 4, Open and Public 

Meetings Act. 

19.02.030 LAND USE AUTHORITY 

A. Land Use Authority Designation.  Except as otherwise provided herein, the Planning 

Commission is designated as the land use authority pursuant to state law as provided in this Title 

and is authorized to act to the same extent as any other planning commission under this Code, 

including for the following land use applications: 

1. Mobile home parks as provided in Title 15, Chapter 24 

2. Subdivisions as provided in Title 18, Chapter 08 

3. Preliminary plats as provided in Title 18, Chapter 12 
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4. Planned unit developments as provided in Title 19, Chapter 78 

5. Conditional use permits as provided in Title 19, Chapter 84 

6. Modifications to designated county historical sites as set forth in Title 19, Chapter 86 

7. Nonconforming uses and special exceptions as set forth in Title 19, Chapter 88 

 

SECTION III.  This ordinance shall become effective fifteen (15) days after its passage and 

upon at least one publication of the ordinance or a summary thereof in a newspaper published and 

having general circulation in Salt Lake County. 

APPROVED and ADOPTED this _____ day of _________________, 2015. 

SALT LAKE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

 

By        

 Richard Snelgrove, Chair 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Sherrie Swensen 

County Clerk 

 

Approved as to form and legality: 

 

      

R. Christopher Preston 

Deputy District Attorney  

Date:       

 

 

Voting: 

Council Member Bradley voting _________ 

Council Member Bradshaw voting _________ 

Council Member Burdick voting _________ 

Council Member DeBry voting _________ 

Council Member Wilson voting _________ 

Council Member Granato voting _________ 

Council Member Jensen voting _________ 
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Council Member Snelgrove voting _________ 

Council Member Newton voting _________ 

Vetoed and dated this ______ day of ______________________, 2015. 

By        

 Mayor Ben McAdams or Designee 

         (Complete As Applicable) 

Veto override: Yes__ No__ Date    

Ordinance published in newspaper: Date   

Effective date of ordinance:     



 

 

SUMMARY OF 

SALT LAKE COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

On the _______ day of ________________, 2015, the County Council of Salt Lake County 

adopted Ordinance No. _________, enacting chapters 2.75A and 19.07 of the Salt Lake County 

Code of Ordinances, 2001, regarding the creation of the Mountainous Planning District and the 

Mountainous Planning District Planning Commission and making other related changes. 

SALT LAKE COUNTY COUNCIL: 

 

 

By        

 RICHARD SNELGROVE, Chair 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

Sherrie Swensen, County Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

___________________________ 

 

 

Voting: 

Councilman Bradley  ___________ 

Councilman Bradshaw ___________ 

Councilman Burdick  ___________ 

Councilman DeBry  ___________ 

Councilman Wilson  ___________ 

Councilman Granato  ___________ 

Councilman Jensen  ___________ 

Councilman Snelgrove ___________ 

Councilman Newton  ___________ 

 

A complete copy of Ordinance No. _______ is available in the office of the Salt Lake 

County Clerk, 2001 South State Street, N2-_____, Salt Lake City, Utah.   




