
City of Taylorsville
TOWN HALL MEETING

Minutes

Wednesday July 29 2015
Council Chambers

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd Room No 140

Taylorsville Utah 84129

6 00 p m

Attendance

Mayor Larry Johnson

Council Members City Staff

Chairman Kristie Overson

Vice Chair Ernest Burgess
Council Member Dan Armstrong
Council Member Dama Barbour

John Taylor City Administrator

Scott Harrington Chief ofFinance

Mike Schoenfeld UPD Lieutenant

Kris Heineman Council Coordinator

Mark McGrath Community Development Director

Tiffany Janzen Public Information Officer

Citizens Gordon and Jackie Willardson

Welcome and Introductions

Mayor Larry Johnson welcomed those in attendance at the Town Meeting at 6 03 p m He

recognized City Council Members and City Staff who were present

Jay Henry Utah Department ofPublic Safety Laboratory Director gave apresentation about the

new high tech Unified State Laboratory that is being built at 4451 South 2700 West in

Taylorsville He presented a slide show depicting the completed building site and listed others
who have been instrumental in bringing the project to fruition

Mr Henry gave a briefhistory on the project He commented that the project is now fully
funded and is estimated to be completed by winter of2016

Mr Henry stated the Crime Lab serves 200 agencies including fire departments police
departments and state agencies He noted that having only one lab presents a challenge in

keeping up with testing needs and services

Mr Henry expounded on the types ofservices provided and listed the following
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Forensic DNA testing
CODIS database

Forensic chemistry
Fire debris

Hair fiber paint glass
Videotape audio enhancement

Latent prints

Case working sections include
Firearms Toolmark Identification
Ballistics

Bloodstain pattern reconstruction
Shoe Tire impression
AFIS fingerprint database

Crime scene response

Mayor Johnson asked about the new facility having better capabilities and equipment as well as

combining all the laboratories in one location Mr Henry stated consolidating the various

laboratories into one will add proficiency and timeliness to all aspects oftesting He stated it

will be invaluable

The question was raised about increasing the number ofpersonnel to service the demand Mr

Henry stated they are in the process of hiring at this time He relayed that there will be about a

15 increase in personnel

Mr Henry cited the limiting factors of the current facility Medical Examiner Responsibilities
were discussed The purpose ofthe Agriculture labs was presented

Lab Deficiencies were listed as leaking roofand acid leaks

Mr Henry cited the benefits of consolidation He stated that there will be approximately 80

people working at the facility Mr Henry noted that this facility is unique and there is no other

facility ofits kind within Utah

Mr Henry discussed Module 1 and stated that it will be used by the Department ofHealth for

microbiology screening disease screening etc

The question was raised about rape kit turn around time Mr Henry stated that if the case has
been expedited for extenuating circumstances it can be done in 2 to 3 days Typical cases that
do not require immediate attention are about 200 days He noted that for immediate cases that

require results for possible public safety issues the test results can be completed in 1 to 2 days
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Mayor Johnson asked about tours before the building is opened Mr Henry stated that there will

be tours available for at least one week prior to the building s opening for operation

Council Member Overson asked about the typical work day and hours Mr Henry stated that
most ofthe time the hours are 8 00 5 00 p m However there are instances where technicians
are working after hours He noted that the Medical Examiner s office is available 24 hours a

day

Mr Henry cited aunique partnership with UPD He stated that they have expanded their scope
to include UPD crime scene technicians having immediate access to the State Crime Lab He

stated that the bigger agencies that supply acrime scene technician will have opportunities to

work in conjunction with the Crime Lab to expedite their cases

Mayor Johnson thanked Jay Henry for bringing his presentation and stated that he looks forward

to this facility being completed and the good work that will be done there

Adjournment

The Town Meeting was adjourned at 6 50 p m


