
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
May 26, 2015
Minutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, May 26, 2015

at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.

1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. LOT SPLIT APPROVED
5. RESOLUTION 2015-4 ADOPTED AFFECTING CONNECTION FEES

6. RESOLUTION 2015-5 ADOPTED IN SUPPORT OF HB 362
7. TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015-16 ADOPTED 
8. RECESS TO CONVENE A MUNICIPAL BUILDING AUTHORITY MEETING
9. RECONVENE
10. OTHER BUSINESS
11. MEETING ADJOURNED
1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Councilmember Burrows.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Creamer.

3. ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Bryan Burrows, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Manager Matthew Creamer, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  
Others present:  Jared Jensen, Michael Torgerson of the Richfield Chamber, Michael Snow and David Anderson.  
4. LOT SPLIT APPROVED.  7:19:11 Jared Jensen owns property located at 561 South Main where he currently has a car sales lot and a restaurant.  He explained that he would like to sell a portion of the property to the north of the restaurant, but he would be having a share agreement for the north access.  Currently it is all one lot and they have expressed interest in purchasing this building.  There will not be any change to the layout of the property, so there would not be any curb or fence to divide the property.  

Councilmember Burrows asked what the Planning Commission’s recommendations were for this proposal.  7:22:56  The Planning Commission’s only concern was the access and Commissioner Kunzler, who works for UDOT, said that this could be handled with a shared access agreement that Mr. Jensen could obtain from UDOT.  Mr. Jensen needs to provide a record of survey to be filed with the County Recorder to complete the lot split.  
Councilmember Burrows moved to approve a lot split for property owned by Jared Jensen and located 561 South Main, contingent upon a record of survey being brought to the City.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
5. RESOLUTION 2015-4 ADOPTED AFFECTING CONNECTION FEES.  7:25:00  Mr. Creamer discussed the changes that had been made since the Council met 2 weeks ago.  The figures were adjusted to provide about a 10% to 12% cushion on expenses so we will not immediately fall behind again in the event of another price increase in materials.  Councilmember Burrows felt that this is still low.  Twelve percent is just not very much when you are dealing with these types of expenses.  Mr. Creamer stated that the staff was trying to be conservative to keep prices down, but it could increase very quickly.  Councilmember Nielson wants to ensure that our infrastructure stays solid and that we have enough to provide for the things that are needed and not go in the hole.  

Councilmember Nielson wondered about revisiting this every year and when it would be appropriate to do so.  Mr. Langston stated that it could be done as part of the budget process.  Councilmember Burrows wondered if this could be put in the budget as a category so that we will remember to look at it.  Mr. Langston stated that it could be put in our budget document.  7:31:19

Councilmember Barnett moved to adopt Resolution 2015-4 affecting water and sewer connection fees and that it be included in the annual budget discussion as an item to be reviewed and adjusted as needed.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
6. RESOLUTION 2015-5 ADOPTED IN SUPPORT OF HB 362.  7:32:33  Mayor Ogden explained that the Council of Governments is going to discuss the matter on its agenda this Thursday.  The County has asked that the City adopt this resolution in support of this .25% local option general sales tax dedicated to transportation.  Mr. Creamer stated that this is the first time that the Legislature has addressed transportation funding in nearly 20 years.  They added what amounts to .05¢ on the existing gas tax.  They also gave counties the option of adding a .25% sales tax which would be earmarked directly for transportation.  If Sevier County puts this on the ballot and it is approved, the .25% local option is divided between the County (.15%) and the City (.10%).  The County has indicated that they want to follow the lead of the cities and if the cities feel like this is an important issue to their budgets, then the County will be supportive.  

Councilmember Burrows stated that this tax is not just for roads, but for trails, bike paths, walking paths, etc.  Councilmember Arrington asked if the 15/10 split was included in the legislation.  Mr. Creamer stated that it is.  If a County has a transit district then the percentage is split further into 10/10/5.  The County has indicated a desire at one point in passing along some or their entire portion to the cities.  The City’s percentage would raise about $150,000 per year in addition to the $50,000 we will receive from the increased gas tax.  

Where there is only a municipal election this year, the County would have to have a special election to have this voted on.  

Councilmember Barnett moved to adopt Resolution 2015-5 in support of house bill 362 (2015) authorizing a .25% local option general option sales tax dedicated to transportation and encouraging Sevier County to submit this proposal to the voters and encourage voters to support it.  Councilmember Burrows moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
7. TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015-16 ADOPTED.  7:39:08  Councilmember Burrows asked about the amount of the payment for the new fire truck.  Mr. Langston stated that the payment for the new fire truck is about $35,000 for 10 years.  The City will pay half of that and the County will pay the other half.  The City’s portion is about $17,000 which the first payment will be due October 2016.  The ladder truck will be paid for this year.  Councilmember Burrows asked how much longer the City has to pay for the loan on the Sevier Valley Center seats.  Mr. Langston stated that it could be the last year if we make a little extra payment.  Some of the proceeds from the sale of the old fire station were applied toward this debt which left us with about $60,000.  The annual payment is $46,872, so that would leave use with a balance of approximately $14,000 left to pay off.  7:42:12
Councilmember Arrington moved to adopt the Tentative Budget for fiscal year 2015-16.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
8. RECESS TO CONVENE A MUNICIPAL BUILDING AUTHORITY MEETING.  At 7:43 p.m., Councilmember Burrows moved to recess to convene a Municipal Building Authority meeting.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
9. RECONVENE.  At 7:46 p.m., regular session of the Richfield City Council reconvened.  
10. OTHER BUSINESS.  7:46:28  Mayor Ogden showed the Council a brief video showing the City’s veterans memorial.  7:49:09
Councilmember Burrows asked about the North Meadows Subdivision.  He thinks we need to put some kind of a moratorium on building permits out there.  He does not think the City needs to put money into the road when no one is living or building out there.  He thinks that the road is to the point that it is going to have to be replaced.  Mr. Creamer needs to get an opinion from the City Attorney as to what our options are now.  Mr. Creamer will get something in writing from the City Attorney.  Once a subdivision plat is recorded, by law the street becomes a City street.  We had the same situation with the South Meadows subdivision where the road was supposed to be a private drive and when the plat was recorded, the street became a City street and the City ended up paying to have it redone.  Councilmember Burrows would like to check into this.  7:53:23
Councilmember Burrows stated that he is not abdicating anything, but he wondered what our options would be if we had a unified police department.  It may not be a good thing, but he would like to see what our options are.  It may not be something that we want to do.  Councilmember Barnett asked Councilmember Burrows why he would want to do this.  Councilmember Burrows indicated that it comes down to the cost.  Councilmember Barnett asked where the saving would be.  Councilmember Burrows said that we would not have the administration and maybe reduce the number of officers.  He mentioned that maybe it would only require 5 instead of 13 officers.  Councilmember Barnett questioned how the County to cover the City with 5 officers when it takes the City 13 officers.  There is already a County deputy in this area 24 hours a day now.  Mr. Snow stated that right now the County does not have 2 deputies on 24 hours.  They have a deputy that stays on until 3:00 a.m. and from 3:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. there is one deputy to cover the entire County right now.  Salina went through this process and they found that it was more cost effective and better for their residents to have 4 fulltime city officers and 4 county deputies that work part-time for the City.   Right now, during the graveyard shift there is only one county deputy and one Richfield officer that are on shift.  He knows this because he is a public safety dispatcher.  Mr. Langston stated that on Friday and Saturday nights we have more officers on.  Mr. Snow stated that even with the officers the City has on shift now, there are times when they are tied up on incidents in town and the County comes in and covers others and there has even been a time when we had a highway patrol officer help out.  Mayor Ogden does not know how the Fourth of July and other parades and events would be covered when we have all of our officers covering now.  Councilmember Burrows stated that maybe the costs would not be any different, but the police department is 20% of the City’s budget and he is not trashing the police department, but over the course of the next few years if we could roll into something that would benefit both.  Maybe it would not be worth it.  Councilmember Nielson wondered if it would be possible for our officers to transfer over if we did this.  Councilmember Burrows thought it would not be something that could be done all at once it would probably take 4 to 5 years.  Mr. Langston stated that when Monroe did this, he heard that Monroe had to pay the County the amount of money they were spending on their own police force.  If we had to pay the County 1.4 million dollars, then it would be pointless. 
11. MEETING ADJOURNED.  At 8:04 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Barnett moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  

PASSED and APPROVED this 28 day of July, 2015.
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