
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
March 24, 2015
7:13:27 PM  Minutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.
1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. MINUTES APPROVED

5. INTRODUCTION OF THE 2015 JR. MISS RICHFIELD
6. DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH ADAMS CONSTRUCTION APPROVED
7. CONDITIONAL USE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EAGLE VIEW TOWNHOMES APPROVED 
8. QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT REVIEWED 
9. OTHER BUSINESS

10. MEETING ADJOURNED

1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Mr. Creamer.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Councilmember Burrows.

3. ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Bryan Burrows, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Manager Matthew Creamer, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused Councilmember Richard Barnett. 7:15:27 PM
Others present:  Dave Clarke, Michael Snow, Robin Hansen Jr., Paul Durr, Julia Tenney, Jessica Hutchings, Kenzie Hutchings, Angie Knaphus, Rita Jensen, and Dave Anderson.
4. MINUTES APPROVED.  The Council reviewed the minutes of the meeting held February 24, 2015.  
Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held February 24, 2015 as presented.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  
5. INTRODUCTION OF THE 2015 JR. MISS RICHFIELD.  Councilmember Arrington explained that the second annual Junior Miss pageant was held Saturday night.  He introduced the 2015 Jr. Miss Richfield, Kenzie Hutchings.  7:16:31 PM  Miss Hutchings stated that she was required to write an essay for the pageant.  She read her essay entitled, “Why I Love Richfield.”  
Mayor Ogden thanked Miss Hutchings for her essay.

6. DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH ADAMS CONSTRUCTION APPROVED.   7:21:59 PM  Mr. Creamer stated that Jeff Albrecht from the Planning Commission helped draft a development agreement with Adams Construction in conjunction with their housing project on 100 East and 1000 South.  

Councilmember Nielson wanted to clarify that tying the roadways into the intersections had been addressed.  Mr. Creamer stated that this has been addressed.  He thanked Adams Construction for their cooperation and patience in reaching this agreement.  7:25:01 PM 
Councilmember Arrington moved to approve the Development Agreement with Adams Construction for the housing development of 100 East and 1000 South.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
7. CONDITIONAL USE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EAGLE VIEW TOWNHOMES APPROVED.  Mr. Creamer explained that in our zoning regulations, the development of townhomes is a C-2 conditional use which requires both Planning Commission and City Council approval.  7:25:24 PM  The Planning Commission approved the project last month.  What we tabled at the last meeting was the City Council’s approval pending the drafting of this development agreement.  7:26:13 PM  
Councilmember Christensen moved to approve a conditional use for the development of Eagle View Townhomes located at approximately 100 East and 1000 South.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
Councilmember Burrows asked when the project will begin.  The project will start the middle of April to the first of May.  Mr. Langston asked what the construction timeline is for the project.  The whole development will be completed by November.
8. QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT REVIEWED. 7:28:21 PM.  Mr. Langston reported that the state-wide shared sales tax is down about 1%, but the local tax and what we collect for highways and PAR tax is down about 5.5%.  That shows that our area is not doing as well as we are state-wide.  Mr. Langston believes this is due to EC Source winding down their operations.  We know that in November of last year we received a very large amount of money from EC Source and he thinks that is because they ran a lot of the structures they built through Richfield.  That being the case we are probably real close to breaking even if this is taken into consideration.  Overall it is growing.  7:31:15 PM 
Mr. Langston discussed the intergovernmental revenue shows some grants that we have received that we did not necessarily plan for.  These grants have corresponding expenditures which are not necessarily the same amount.  Some grants require matching funds so the expenditures are a little more than the grant.  The industrial, tourism, promotion, economic development budget will be over this year mainly because of the expenses associated with the sesquicentennial.  The budget for city buildings and grounds will also be over because we had to re-roof the City office building.  We really did not have a choice.  
The fund for building inspections will be slightly over because we have had some abatement expenses where we have gone in and cleaned up some properties.  7:34:33 PM  We usually recover these expenses the very next year.  Worse case scenario, we would not collect the expenses for 5 years when a property goes to a tax sale.  7:37:48 PM  Councilmember Burrows asked what we budgeted for Mr. Billingsley.  Mr. Langston stated that we are over there as well.  At this point we are $1,000 over what we have budgeted.  Councilmember Burrows was looking at the enforcement report showing 95 cases investigated.  He wondered if they were all complaints.  Mr. Creamer clarified that they were all complaints or brought to his attention by City Council or City staff.  Until this point, he has strictly worked by being directed to specific properties.  Mr. Creamer stated that Mr. Billingsley has been instructed that he can be a little more proactive in terms of identifying potential problems and letting us know so that we can look at them and see if we want him to pursue those issues.  
Councilmember Christensen stated that you can sure see a difference when we have Mr. Billingsley working on this and when we do not.  

Mr. Creamer noted that with the commercial developments that occurred last year and are occurring this year, the revenue side of buildings permits is up above projection.  

The streets department was discussed and Mr. Langston pointed out that this will also be over because we are going to have to pave our section of the road on South Technology Drive and our share is a little over $50,000.  We will borrow the money from the sewer fund and then we will have to take that out of the class C fund next year and pay the sewer fund back.  With this and the construction of 100 East, which will happen this fall or winter, but more than likely, next spring; we really will not have any money for a chip seal project, so we are not preparing one.  If we can save enough money we might be able to do a pavement project next summer.  Councilmember Burrows asked how much of our road money pays for the payment on College Avenue.  Mr. Langston stated that the payment is $100,000 a year and we have paid for half of it.  7:45:34 PM
Mr. Langston also discussed the two times the golf course flooded last year.  We spent around $30,000 mitigating that and fixing the fairway.  We took this out of recreation tax because we did not really have anywhere to take it from in the general fund.  There were things that we planned to use the recreation tax money for but we have not been able to do them.  Councilmember Christensen asked if we have done anything to prevent this from happening again this year.  Mr. Langston stated that the canal company has gone in and cleaned the canal and made it wider, but if you had a really large amount of water and you did not get there in time with backhoes, it would not matter.  He explained that one of the biggest issues is the debris that backs up against the bridges and things and it backs the canal up.  
Councilmember Burrows asked about the expenses for operation and maintenance at the swimming pool and if it was right.  Mr. Langston stated that it is right so far, but most of the large problems we have had were taken out of rec tax.  This budget could end up under with this being the case, but we could always make a journal entry and fix that, but will wait and see where we are at year end.  Councilmember Burrows wondered if we should keep a little more detail of those expenses given the process we are going through because this is not a true picture of what is happening at the pool.  7:49:35 PM 
9. OTHER BUSINESS.  7:50:54 PM  Councilmember Arrington reported that we have just finished the tournament season at Sevier Valley Center.  During the course of 1A and particularly 2A basketball tournaments, there were complaints by parents and others that the hotels were charging outrageous rates.  There was actually a petition at one of the tournaments sent around to encourage the High School Activities Association to move the tournament.  Mr. Anderson met with the Activities Association last week and the tournaments will be back again next year, but they had seen some letters about the hotels.  Some of the issues were that there were hotels that had originally booked a rate for a team and their family members that then when folks arrived the rate was up between $30 to $40 for the family members as they arrived and they could not find any other rooms.  There were cases that rooms were at $199.  At this point, Councilmember Arrington is preparing a letter that is going to come from the tourism office just letting the hotels know what we experienced the past few weeks and encourage them to put some policies into effect that would solve some of the issues.  Councilmember Arrington talked with Buffy Brown at the Holiday Inn Express and she said that when the whole town is full and she has 3 rooms left, she is going to charge what she can.  Councilmember Arrington does have issues with folks that booked 4 or 5 months out at a rate of $99 and then they get here and are told that the hotel is actually $130.  Mr. Creamer stated that this could very easily work into killing the goose that laid the golden egg.  The Fairfield Inn stated that we live in a world of technology and every time a room is booked in Sevier County their computer system shows it as booked and as soon as it gets to a certain level, it automatically bumps up their rate without them necessarily knowing.  

One of the reasons we were able to get the State Cal Ripken tournament was because people had experienced this in Vernal the previous couple of years.  We need to try to be really careful not to shoot ourselves in the foot.  7:57:31 PM
10. MEETING ADJOURNED.  At 8:00 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  8:00:20 PM
PASSED and APPROVED this 14 day of April, 2015.
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