
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
January 27, 2015
7:09:32 PM  Minutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.
1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. MINUTES APPROVED

5. EXPENDITURES APPROVED
6. PUBLIC HEARING FOR REZONE
7. ANNEXATION ORDINANCE 2015-1 ADOPTED
8. COVE VIEW ACRES SUBDIVISION DISCUSSED
9. FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER APPROVED
10. RESOLUTION 2015-1 ADOPTED
11. OTHER BUSINESS

12. MEETING ADJOURNED

1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Councilmember Arrington.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Creamer.

3.   ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Richard Barnett, Bryan Burrows, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Manager Matthew Creamer, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  7:10:17 PM
Others present:  Kirt Christensen, Dorianne Christensen, Debra Dull, Corey Winkel, Terrel Olson, Arnel Olsen, Nicholas Olsen, Tyler Brinkerhoff, Taylor Hartle and Dave Anderson.  
4. MINUTES APPROVED.  The Council reviewed the minutes of the meeting held December 16, 2014 and January 13, 2015.
Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held December 16, 2014 and January 13, 2015.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  7:10:34 PM  
5. EXPENDITURES.  7:11:29 PM  The Council reviewed the December 2014 Warrant Register and Cash Disbursement Journal.  Mayor Ogden stated that he met with Mr. Langston earlier today and reviewed several items on the Warrant and Cash Disbursement Journals.  Councilmember Burrows asked if the payment to Mona Peterson shown on the Cash Disbursement Journal was really for bond interest.  Mr. Langston indicated that it was.  Councilmember Burrows moved to approve the December 2014 Warrant Register and Cash Disbursement Journal.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 7:13:04 PM
6. PUBLIC HEARING FOR REZONE.   7:13:52 PM  At 7:13 p.m. Mayor Ogden opened public hearing to receive comments on a request to rezone property located at approximately 600 East Center Street from MD (manufacturing) to R1-10 (single family residential).  Councilmember Christensen stated that this rezone includes her home and property.  She stated that there are three homes located on the other side of the canal right now and there is not any way there will ever be manufacturing located there.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Ogden closed the hearing at 7:15 p.m.  7:15:53 PM
7. ANNEXATION ORDINANCE 2015-1 ADOPTED.  7:16:00 PM  Mr. Creamer explained that a public hearing was held on this proposed annexation.  The property is located at approximately 1100 North 500 East, contains 18.09 acres and owned by Winkel Construction.  Councilmember Burrows asked if all of the requirements for annexation have been met.  The City still needs to receive water shares before the annexation can become final.  Mr. Winkel stated that he was present when the Council changed its annexation policy for water shares and he thought the way they did it was really dumb because it is not equitable.  He has underground water shares that would be very beneficial to the City.  Mr. Creamer stated that the policy allows the City to negotiate a fair price for underground water shares.  

Mr. Creamer stated that typically other annexations have brought surface water and the City endeavored to try and equalize the cost per share because there was such a difference in that.  Mr. Winkel indicated that the policy requires 1 acre foot per acre and those shares are worth $7,500 to $10,000 a foot.  Sevier shares are worth maybe $3,000 and the City is requiring 1.5 shares per acre.  If the Council wants to make it equitable he will do what he can to get the City the underground shares.  

Mr. Creamer stated that the Council wants to make it equitable and he does not think the policy stated an amount of underground water.  He thought it just says an equivalent amount.  Councilmember Burrows stated that we need .9 acre feet of water per home is roughly how it calculates out.  The .9 per acre according to Mr. Creamer is what is submitted for annexation and the impact fees that the property owners pay with then develop.  Councilmember Burrows indicated that the State Engineer has set the .9 acre foot per home.  

Councilmember Burrows explained that the amount of the surface shares was based upon what was quantified as acre feet per year typically and we took and average and a value.  He does not know if it is perfect, but he believes that this requirement is a lot better than it was.  Councilmember Burrows felt that underground shares are more beneficial to the City.  7:22:36 PM  
Councilmember Arrington moved to adopt Ordinance 2015-1annexing the property owned by Winkel Construction located at approximately 1100 North 500 East and containing 18.09 acres condition upon the surrender of acceptable water shares.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
8. COVE VIEW ACRES SUBDIVISION DISCUSSED.  7:23:10 PM  The Council discussed the proposed Cove View Acres subdivision being developed by Corey Winkel.  7:23:40 PM  The Council reviewed a letter received from the City’s reviewing engineer, Sunrise Engineering, on this subdivision.  One issue the engineer is looking at is a water detention area or settling pond.  Mr. Creamer stated that there is a need to quantify how much water would be coming off from and how it would be handled.  That requires a hydrology analysis.

Mr. Winkel stated that it would have to rain like Noah’s flood to make enough water on that property as compared to when we put 4 acre foot of water on their from the ditches.  It just runs off and hits the drainage ditch and sends it on down to the Vermillion canal and it is used by the property owners along the way for irrigation.  He does not think that this part of the development contains enough asphalt to make it an issue.  

Mr. Creamer stated that the retention has to be addressed in each phase.    Councilmember Burrows thinks that the issue is what comes off from the asphalt like oil and antifreeze, etc.  He thinks this is something that is required by the State.  Mr. Winkel stated that the engineers will get this figured out.  
Mr. Winkel noted that the sewer has been installed and when he figures out what the City’s portion of the survey is, he will bring the City the bill.  A portion of the inspection fees will also be the responsibility of the City.
9. FRANCHISE AGREEMENT WITH ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER APPROVED.  7:26:39 PM  Mr. Creamer introduced Deb Dull from Rocky Mountain Power and explained that she is the representative over our area.  The Franchise Agreement has been reviewed by our legal counsel.  He did not have any wording changes but he did have some concerns about the tree trimming and vegetation management section which states that a certified arborist participates on Rocky Mountain Power’s behalf.  His suggestion was that the City should be informed when those actions are taking place.  We are trying to get a Shade Tree Committee reorganized in the community and there is concern about trees with a “V” shape in the middle because of power lines.

Another area of concern was moving power lines in the City when necessary when in City rights-of-ways.  Ms. Dull stated that they would be more than happy to participate with the Shade Tree Committee in getting the right tree in the right place, which is a program that they have.  Rocky Mountain Power has actually won awards for the way their arborists have trimmed trees.  7:31:32 PM  
Mayor Ogden asked what is going to happen in the future when they want to raise our rates.  Would she stand up and represent our small community.  
Councilmember Nielson noted that the Council had discussed setting the term for 10 years.  Councilmember Arrington asked if Rocky Mountain Power would have a problem with 10 years.  Ms. Dull stated that it would be whatever term the City wants.  7:33:13 PM  
Councilmember Nielson moved to approve the Franchise Agreement with Rocky Mountain Power for a period of 10 years.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  Councilmember Nielson, Councilmember Christensen, and Councilmember Burrows declared a conflict of interest because of their associations with Rocky Mountain Power.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
10. RESOLUTION 2015-1 ADOPTED.  7:35:14 PM  Mr. Creamer explained that the Utah League of Cities and Towns along with several other groups including the Association of Counties and several private groups have made a concerted effort this year to work with legislators to propose legislation that would address the transportation fund needs of the State.  The report from UDOT is that they have hundreds of millions of dollars worth of projects needing to be addressed, but the money is just not there to do it.  On the City level, the Class C road funds that we collect are based upon the miles of roads we have in the City, which is about 60 miles of roads.  That funding mechanism is part of the gas tax and the gas tax has not been changed since 1997.  In that time, there has been a significant amount of inflation as far as the costs of maintaining the roads.  At the same time, cars have become much more fuel efficient and the tax is based on the gallons purchased, so we collect less because people are using less gas.  The legislature is being asked to deal with this during this session.   7:38:51 PM .

Councilmember Burrows does not like to see any tax increased, but with that being said, if you build more roads then you have more maintenance.  He likes that both of these are consumption taxes and not levied on property or income and we are collecting it on out-of-state as well.  
Mayor Ogden stated that Senator Okerlund was on the radio today and he said that Region 4 which is Nephi south to the border and Price west to the border.  He stated that this region has been neglected by UDOT for some time and the roads in this area are such that if we don’t do something about it we are going to pay 5-times what it would cost down the road.  Mr. Creamer noted that it becomes rebuilding roads rather than just maintaining.  Councilmember Arrington asked if we have seen any legislation yet that addresses this.  Councilmember Burrows wondered if these funds would be specifically earmarked for transportation.  Mr. Creamer stated that everything he has seen would earmark those funds.  7:43:10 PM  
Councilmember Barnett moved to adopt Resolution 2015-1 encouraging the State of Utah to address comprehensive transportation funding.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
11. OTHER BUSINESS.  7:43:49 PM  Mayor Ogden handed a schedule for elevated transient.  He met this week with Rick Torgerson who is the District 4 Region Director.  One of the things that he brought to Mayor Ogden’s attention is that there is a transit bus that goes to Salt Lake Thursday through Monday.
7:45:05 PM 
Councilmember Nielson wondered if there was some way to move the redevelopment district into other areas besides the downtown area.  Mr. Creamer explained that the redevelopment area has expired.  Anything we could do now would create something new.  The restrictions now are much greater than they were back in the 80’s.  It is a financing method that is used for commercial development.  7:46:26 PM  Councilmember Nielson knows of several young couples who were trying to buy homes in the older part of town and have not been able to do so because the houses are in such disrepair that the bank will not loan money on them.  She has always worried about areas becoming an inner city where it is just ghetto.  

Mr. Creamer stated that the Housing Authority would have the ability to go after funds to help with remodels and upgrades.  The Six County Association of Governments has been the agency that has handled those housing issues and has some programs for that.  He suggested that the Council visit with Six County.  Mayor Ogden is on the executive committee for Six County and he will talk to them about this.  7:48:19 PM
Councilmember Nielson wondered if there is not some way that we can help promote cleaning up and creating a way for those homes to be bought and redeveloped.  7:49:00 PM  
Councilmember Burrows wondered about the pool and if we are getting any closer on this issue.  Mr. Creamer stated that we should have Mr. Tippetts back and have him discuss some changes he has made based on some suggestions we have made.  We will have a special meeting at our next meeting to discuss this.  7:50:15 PM  

Councilmember Burrows asked if the PAR tax has to come up for another vote.  Councilmember Arrington thought it sunsets in 10 years.  It can be brought up before the 10 years, but it has to be voted on again in 10 years.  7:50:49 PM 
Councilmember Arrington has reserved the SVC in case we are successful in getting the State Fire Convention to come here again.  7:51:17 PM 
The new golf pro starts next week.  His name is Joe Deluca.  7:52:03 PM  
March 7 is the date for the Jr. Miss Richfield pageant.  We have 18 girls that have committed to run.  Councilmember Arrington asked if Mayor Ogden would be available for that night to thank the reigning Jr. Miss.
Miss Sevier is changing its contract so that a girl in the royalty can run for Miss Richfield, but if they are put in that royalty she would automatically give up her position in the Sevier County royalty.  7:53:56 PM 
Councilmember Christensen gave the Council a copy of the letter to the sesquicentennial committee so they could see all of the things the committee participated in.  The recreation department is going to continue the March 150 Challenge that was part of the sesquicentennial events last year.  The Reaper would like to continue the photo scavenger hunt that we did as part of the celebration as well.  7:55:32 PM  
Councilmember Christensen asked if we could have the new golf pro and the new librarian come to the next meeting so that every one can meet them.  7:56:08 PM
Councilmember Nielson asked about the position for the Airport Manager.  We have received 17 applications and Mr. Creamer stated that they will be reviewing those applications hopefully by the end of the week they will narrow down the number of applicants to be interviewed.  

12. MEETING ADJOURNED.  At 7:58 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  7:58:31 PM
PASSED and APPROVED this 10 day of February, 2015.
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