ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 07, 2015
REGULAR MEETING - 7:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Jerry A. Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Taylor, Council members Louise Barnes, Marlene Stowe, Guy Graham, Greg Allen, City Attorney Barry Huntington, City Recorder Debra Allen and 
City Treasurer Stephanie Steed. Council member Melani Torgersen was excused.

Also, present were Ray Christian, Geraldine Liston, John Meisenbach, Peggy Meisenbach, 
Jean Bramble, Mark Austin, Lawrence Barnes, Jeanne Seymour, Steve Seymour, Deon Alvey, Rachel Worlton, Elaine Lott, Ron Rodgers, Dan Meisenbach, Sherri Meisenbach, Danielle Solis, Suzanne Catlett, Ryan Fisher, Jessica Fisher, Andre Yazdi, Tony Wassenberg, Dave Treanor, Terence Tontlewicz, Julie Suhrpierce, Ryan Cottam, Tari Cottam, Karen Munson and 
Reed Munson.  

Mayor Taylor led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PERSONAL COMMENTS
MARK AUSTIN
Mr. Austin said he agrees we have a problem with the school enrollment, but the State of Emergency does not jive with the business owners. Mr. Austin said this sends a negative 
message to the rest of the world. Mr. Austin said no new business will want to move to a dying community. Mr. Austin said there is a demand for employees here and some are paid well.   

ELAINE LOTT
Ms. Lott asked if the City is going to look at precautions to keep our culinary water safe, so we don’t end up like communities up North. Mayor Taylor said the communities up North have had problems with cross connections and that’s what has contaminated their water. Council member Graham said the City has a water report in the office available to everyone, which covers what we need to be aware of. This item was discussed at length.

ANDRE YAZDI
Mr. Yazdi asked when the City Council Candidates would be available to the public. 
City Treasurer Steed said the sample ballot will be in the newspaper this Thursday.   
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 07, 2015 MEETING
Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 07, 2015 meeting as written. Council member Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with 
Council members Stowe, Allen, Graham and Barnes voting aye.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Council member Stowe said last Council meeting we discussed RV hookups and Council
[bookmark: _GoBack]member Barnes read the County Ordinances. Council member Stowe talked to City Attorney Barry Huntington and he told her the City is a different entity than Garfield County therefore the City has their own ordinances to follow. Council member Stowe read City Code 8-1-16 (attached) which allows visitors with RV  to hook up to City water for a maximum of thirty days. 

CANYONS OF ESCALANTE RV PARK - OPEN AND COVERED PORCHES
Council member Stowe explained Canyons of Escalante RV Park’s project. This project meets all requirements and Planning and Zoning has approved it. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the municipal project approval form for Canyons of Escalante RV Park. Council member Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Stowe, Barnes and Graham voting aye.  

CATHERINE VINING - NEW HOME AND DETACHED GARAGE
Council member Stowe explained Ms. Vining’s project and it meets all requirements. Planning and Zoning has approved this project. Council member Stowe made a motion to approve the municipal project approval form for Ms. Vining. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Stowe, Barnes and Graham voting aye. 

Council member Stowe said at the last Planning and Zoning meeting Dave Treanor asked to put horses on Marcy Hoffman’s property located at 191 West Main Street. Council member Stowe is asking for clarification and guidance from the Council because in the past, we have allowed horses on Main Street. City Treasurer Steed said the Residential/Commercial zone refers to the RR1-10 zone, which states household pets. City Attorney Huntington said the owner of the property can apply for a conditional use permit, but may be denied due to the zoning regulations. This item was discussed at length.  

SCHEDULED ITEMS
ANNEXATION
Mayor Taylor said we have petitions from land owners to be annexed into the City and the 
Council needs to accept or deny the petitions. Council member Allen asked if the annexation will include the Heritage Center and if all the applications will be considered a whole. Mayor Taylor said it will include the Heritage Center and City Attorney Huntington said it will be considered as one application. Council member Stowe stated a conflict of interest because her brother is one of the applicants. Council member Allen made a motion to accept the petitions for annexation. Council member Barnes Seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Stowe, Barnes and Graham voting aye.  

DEPUTY TREASURER
Mayor Taylor explained, because we have a member of the City Council up for election that is City Recorder Allen’s husband, it gives us a conflict of interest. Mayor Taylor would like the Council to consider making Stephanie Steed the Deputy City Recorder and Debra Allen the Deputy City Treasurer so the City can get around any conflict and City Recorder Allen will not be involved in the elections. Council member Allen stated a conflict of interest because City Recorder Allen is his wife. Council member Stowe made a motion to appoint Debra Allen as the Deputy City Treasurer. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Barnes and Graham voting aye. Council member Allen abstained because of his conflict of interest. 
 
DEPUTY RECORDER
Council member Barnes made a motion to appoint Stephanie Steed as the Deputy City Recorder. Council member Allen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Graham, Allen and Barnes voting aye.    

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
The Administrative Department had nothing to report. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting. 


COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR JERRY A. TAYLOR
Mayor Taylor asked the Council to think about what we should do about the Splash Pad for the 24th of July. Mayor Taylor would propose we rope off the Splash Pad and charge for that day to make it fair to the other booths. Council member Barnes asked what we would charge. Mayor Taylor said whatever the other booths are charging. Mayor Taylor said if we do charge, we can put the money towards a new stage or something in the park. Council member Stowe said she feels like we need to do something because she doesn’t want to take away from the other booths. Council member Allen said the carnival is a tradition and he feels we should charge.  

Mayor Taylor said since Lawrence Barnes attends ninety percent of the Planning and Zoning meeting, he would like to recommend him as an alternate. This item will be put on a future agenda. 

Mayor Taylor thanked everyone who was involved in the 4th of July celebrations. Mayor Taylor also thanked Suzanne Catlett for reminding us to put the flags out.  

Mayor Taylor received a phone call today about the State of Utah looking at putting a Jail near Escalante like the Panguitch Jail. Mayor Taylor said this would create fifty to seventy-five jobs. 

Mayor Taylor said he appreciates everyone for coming to the City Council Meeting. 

COUNCIL MEMBER GREG ALLEN
Council member Allen said this week or next week, we will have people at the airport to start the Airport Master Plan. 

COUNCIL MEMBER MELANI TORGERSEN
Council member Torgersen was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report. 


COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes had nothing to report. 

UNPAID BILLS			
Council member Allen made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Stowe             seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Allen, Barnes, Graham and Stowe voting aye.

Council member Stowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 p.m.
Council member Graham second the motion. Motion carried all in favor.




__________________________________________
Stephanie Steed / City Treasurer

Date minutes approved: ______
