
Tooele City Council and
Tooele City Redevelopment Agency of Tooele City, Utah
Work Session Meeting Minutes

Date:  
Wednesday, June 17, 2015
Time:  
5:00 p.m.

Place:  
Tooele City Hall, Large Conference Room

90 North Main St., Tooele, UT

City Council Members Present:

Brad Pratt, Chair (joined the meeting at 5:32 p.m.)
Dave McCall
Scott Wardle

Debbie Winn

Steve Pruden

City Employees Present:

Mayor Patrick Dunlavy

Glenn Caldwell, Finance Director
Jim Bolser, Community Development & Public Works Director
Michelle Pitt, City Recorder
Randy Sant, Redevelopment Agency Director

Roger Baker, City Attorney

Rachelle Custer, City Planner

Paul Hansen, City Engineer

Minutes prepared by Michelle Pitt

1.  Open Meeting
Vice Chairman Wardle called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m., and explained that Chairman Pratt would be late to the meeting.
2. Roll Call
Dave McCall, Present
Debbie Winn, Present 
Scott Wardle, Present 
Steve Pruden, Present
3. Discussion:

· Resolution 2015-30 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Supporting the HB362 (2015) – Authorized 0.25% Local Option General Sales Tax Dedicated to Transportation, Encouraging the Tooele County Commission to Submit the Proposal to Voters in November 2015, and Encouraging Voters to Support the Proposal
Vice Chairman Wardle stated that he had been told not many of the other municipalities were going to support the County proposing this tax.  Vice Chairman Wardle said at the last Council meeting, the Council stated they would like this issue to go to the voters.  Councilman Pruden said that even though other cities in the County aren't supporting this, the vast majority of municipalities in the State are supporting it.  There is a backlog of streets and road projects in the City.  This tax would greatly help complete those projects.  Councilman Pruden went on to say that he would be in favor of putting it on the agenda.  Councilwoman Winn stated that voters need to be educated and have the opportunity to vote on this issue.  Councilman McCall agreed that it should be on the ballot.  Mayor Dunlavy said that he met with the Commissioners and Mayor Marshall and told them that the request to put this matter on the ballot would come from the City.  The County said that if they receive a request, they would like the issue to go on the 2016 General Election ballot.  Councilman Pruden felt like the City should go forward on supporting it and passing the Resolution in July.  The Council decided they would not meet on the first Wednesday in July, so the next Council meeting would be July 15th.

Mr. Baker reminded the Council that this issue can't be promoted after a certain date.  The Council asked if the educational burden would be on the County or the City.  Mayor Dunlavy asked if the City should leave it up to the County to promote, especially since it is the City that is asking for it.  The Council would like to help educate the public.  Councilman Wardle felt the issue was simple.  If the citizens want to have more roads built and maintained they will pass it.  The State passed the gas tax which goes towards the roads.  The City would need to let the public know that this is a separate tax from that.  Mr. Baker clarified that the City would not receive the whole .25%, but only receive .01%; the rest goes to the County.  

· Ordinance 2015-20 An Ordinance of Tooele City Code Chapter 9-2 Regarding Utilities Billing 
Presented by Roger Baker

Mr. Baker stated that he has been working with Shannon Wimmer on this issue.  The problem the City has been encountering in the finance department is that renters, who have utilities in their name, can end their lease and leave their rental with a balance due on their utilities.  The City can't make the new renters pay the balance due, and currently can't make the owners pay.  The City is losing important revenue.  Mr. Baker went on to say that this Ordinance proposes holding owners responsible for utilities consumed at their properties.  Other jurisdictions handle utilities this way.  Mr. Baker explained that any new accounts for a property would be in the owner’s name; only the property owner would have the account.  If an apartment complex has one meter, they would only have one account.  If an apartment complex has multiple meters, they would have multiple accounts for that address.  Ms. Wimmer stated that they are suggesting a phase out  process, as renters phase out.  The City is not suggesting requiring all owners to switch over at once.  Ms. Wimmer said that the City has about 830 accounts in collections right now, which is $194,000.  The City can only try to collect for four years back, so every four years, the City has to write it off.  Councilman Wardle asked if it would  apply to commercial properties too.  Mr. Baker said that as the Resolution was written, yes.  
Councilwoman Winn asked if the phasing out process was going to cause enough of a change, or if the City should give the owners a 12 month time frame?  Ms. Wimmer answered that the City could give owners both options: changing over as they have new renters, or within 12 months.  Mr. Baker reiterated that as the Resolution is written, new accounts need to be in the owner’s name.  This matter will be brought before the Council on July 15th.

· Ordinance 2015-19 An Ordinance of Tooele City Amending Tooele City Code Section 7-22-5 Regarding Deferral of Public Improvements
Presented by Roger Baker

Mr. Baker said that for a long time staff has been trying to accommodate people building homes or other structures in areas that don't have completed public improvements.  The City, on occasion, has allowed some developments to have public improvements deferred.  In some instances, the City didn't know what classifications the road would be, for example, or how wide the road would be or where the property line would be, so a deferral of public improvements was granted.  The deferral agreement doesn't say that the property owner never has to put in the improvements, but that they are deferred.  Mr. Baker went on to say that deferrals are only allowed if three things happen:  (1) if it's not a house, but an accessory building; (2) the value of the construction is less than $20,000; and (3) it doesn’t create an unsafe situation.  Mr. Baker stated that safety is more important than the dollar amount.  The City is proposing striking a subsection because it was difficult to understand.   There are some questions of policy here, such as should the City grant deferrals, when should deferrals be granted, etc.  Staff is not proposing that these issues be addressed right now.  Staff is asking that the Council resolve this portion of the policy at this time.  Councilman Wardle felt like it was a great idea.

Chairman Pratt joined the meeting at 5:32 p.m.

· Overlake 1L – Final Subdivision Request 
Presented by Jim Bolser

Mr. Bolser explained that shortly before the litigation with Tooele Associates, they had filed a plat for subdivision of 1L with approximately 132 lots.  One of the terms of the lawsuit settlement stated that Tooele Associates would refresh the plat and bring it back before the Council to be approved.  Tooele Associates has refreshed the plat and received approval recommendations from City staff and the Planning Commission, and are now bringing it before the Council.  

· Building 619 Minor Sub Amended – Final Plat Request
Presented by Jim Bolser

Mr. Bolser stated that Ningrit has asked for, and received, approval on numerous plats subdividing and recombining lots.  At this time, Ninigrit would like to split Lot 1 in to Lot 1 and 2 so that they can sell the existing Building 619.  The property will then be sold to Peterson Industrial Depot.  

· Main Street Project Update

Mr. Hansen said that the City’s waterline project is now installed, effective tomorrow, down to Skyline.  The construction company will spend the next 2-3 days reconnecting the homes and businesses to the main.  In the next week or two they will complete the final leg from Skyline to old Canyon Rd which will complete the City’s project.

The roadway project is in full swing looping water lines - the water line that the City didn't do.  The are making utility adjustments to other utilities.  
UDOT will not do construction south of Utah Ave until after the parade.  

Mr. Hansen stated that Whitaker, the contractor for the UDOT project, has been fabulous to work with.  There will be change orders because they has found a number of conflicts in the road.  

Mr. Bolser added that UDOT has removed the asphalt and is working on getting the storm drain ready by digging a trench down the middle of the new Main St.  They are doing a number of loops and tie-ins that seem to be going fairly well.  The UDOT project seems to be moving along at a good pace. They are under contract to be done January 1st.     

4. Close Meeting to Discuss Property Acquisition and Litigation
Councilwoman Winn moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman McCall seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting closed at 5:42 p.m.

Councilman Wardle moved to reopen the meeting.  Councilman McCall seconded the motion. 
The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting reopened at 6:34  p.m.

Discussion on 4th of July events:  Councilman Pruden encouraged the City Council to attend as many of the 4th of July events as they can.  The City has planned a community barbeque for one of the events that week, and Councilman Pruden invited the Council to help at that event.  The Council will receive two tickets to the 4th of July concert, which will be on Saturday.  

5. Adjourn
Councilman Pruden moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman McCall seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting adjourned at 6:39 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.
Approved this 15th day of July, 2015
___________________________________________________ 

Brad Pratt, Tooele City Council Chair
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