

MINUTES
MANTI CITY PUBLIC HEARING
June 17th, 2015
6:00 P.M.


Mayor Korry Soper in chair and presiding.  Roll call showed Councilmembers Darren Dyreng, Jason Maylett, Vaun Mickelsen, and Jason Vernon present.  Mayor Soper welcomed all present and opened the hearing, explaining that the purpose of the hearing was to take public comment regarding a proposed ball-fields complex. The Mayor then explained that as a community we are sorely deficient with facilities for youth field sports (baseball, softball, soccer and flag football).  He explained that this would be further exacerbated next year as one of two fields at the high school and the field and the LDS Church stake center will no longer be available for the scheduling of city league sports.  Mayor Soper explained that we have over 50 youth sports teams and literally have no place for many of them to play or practice.  He stated that we have even used an open area within our cemetery for soccer games, a move which has brought the ridicule of state and local media as well some current and former citizens.

The Mayor invited Garrick Willden of Jones and DeMille Engineering to come forward and present and overview of the project.  A diagram of the proposed project was then displayed as Willden explained details.  Following Willden’s presentation, he asked if there were any questions.  Linda Nielsen of Manti asked what the cost of the land was.  Willden explained that a few different sites are being explored but an agreed location and price is yet to be determined.  Scott Larsen of Manti asked how many acres is needed for the project.  Willden stated: “about 15 and a half”.  Chad Moore of Manti asked if the fields would be lighted.  Willden stated that the plan does call for lighted fields.  Mary Wintch of Manti asked what the approximate cost estimate for the facility is.  Willden said: “about $4 million”.  Lamar James of Manti asked if we had considered city-owned property south of the city.  Willden said that property is under consideration but would require a lot of excavation, as there is considerable level variation.

At the conclusion of the questions, Mayor Soper opened the floor to public comment.

Chad Moore of Manti stated that he has worked with scheduling games for over 20 years and that scheduling is a nightmare.  He said we often send two Manti teams to a neighboring community to play “home games”.  Moore said that this project is needed if we plan to keep a sports program for our youth.

Dirk Correnti of Manti stated that as a restaurant and business owner, it concerns him when we schedule Manti teams to play and practice in neighboring communities.  He feels this results in a negative economic impact to our local businesses.
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Ryan Barnes of Manti stated that the proposed facility as shown by Willden would allow the community to host tournaments and provide wholesome opportunities for our young people to play and develop their talents.

Reed Hatch of Manti said he coached youth sports for over 20 years and that this project is long overdue.  “I don’t know how you’re going to pay for it” stated Hatch, “but you need to get started”.

JoAnn Otten of Manti stated that her children are grown and no longer play but she does attend her grandchildren’s games.  Otten said that after games, the family goes to eat or shop in the town they are in.  “We need to do a better job for our kids and our businesses” said Otten.

Robert Larsen of Manti said this project is needed for our kids and that it needs to happen.

Mandy Sanders of Manti said she played softball as a youth and now as a new mother wants her children to have the same opportunities to develop skills and play.  She said she fully support this project.

Lloyd Lyons of Manti said:  “not only do we not have anyplace to play, we don’t have anyplace to practice”.  He said that Manti is the “laughing stock” in the county because of the lack of and quality of our facilities.

Alicia Steinfelt of Sterling stated that as a long time coach of girls’ soccer she is “all for this”.

John Jensen of Manti said that not only our kids but also our economy need this.

Kay Jensen of Manti stated: “A community is only as great as its support to its old and its young people”.  She said we could do much better for our kids.

Jake Dettinger of Manti said the areas within the city park where we play soccer are “a joke”.  He said we have squeezed so many “fields” into the city park to accommodate all teams that the goalies can kick the ball to each other.

Kris Jorgensen of Manti said he fully supports this and is willing to help with fundraisers or any other way needed.

Susan Hatch of Manti said, “We are really missing the boat economically”.  She said she likes the proposed north side of town location near the fairgrounds and high school.  She stated, “This is all positive”.

Manti City Council Public Hearing 		June 17, 2015			Page Three


Erin Cox of Manti said as a mother of 5 children in youth sports its very frustrating.  She said, “I never know where my kids are – I drop them off at one location for a game or practice and they have to wait sometimes up to 90 minutes because another team is there”.  “Other times”, she continued “ they move the kids to another location in town and I have no idea where to find them.”

Voin Campbell of Manti said that economically over 20 years you can expect a 1000% return on investment.  “You’ll see things happen you never dreamed of”, he continued.

Robyn Cox of Manti said: “this needs to happen, our youth need this”.

Mike Traina of Manti said he believes this project would be a benefit to the whole community and that it would be a great thing for our town.

Linda Nielsen of Manti said she agreed with most everything that had been said.  “As a business owner, I would hope for a positive effect, but as citizens we need to understand
costs and how we can do it – we are not a big city”.

Bryan Sanders of Manti said: “we need to invest in our youth”.  He said that kids are frustrated with our facilities and losing interest in wholesome activities to develop their skills.  He said we need to be careful or will lose them to frustration and other activities that aren’t good for them.

Jackie Sanders of Manti said: “this is about our kids, our kids need this”.

Mary Wintch of Manti said that she supports the project this “100%”.

After no other citizens came forward to comment, the Mayor thanked those present for their interest in community matter and their attendance at the hearing and then declared the hearing closed.

The hearing adjourned at 6:35 p.m.


							
												
							Korry L. Soper, Mayor


[bookmark: _GoBack]												
							Kent Barton, Recorder/Administrator
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