
Newton Town Council Meeting
June 4, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Minutes
1. Opening Ceremony				6. Public Hearing to amend 2014-15 Budget
2. Approval of May minutes			7. Public Hearing to propose 2015-16 Budget
3. Youth Council Update				8.  Location of Veteran’s Memorial	
4. Town Celebration Update			9.  Discuss Water Restrictions and Water Projects
5. Review Budget 					10. Council Reports on Assignments

Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Matt Phillips, Kathryn Rigby, and Jed Woodward
 Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder)
Visitors present: Doug Anderson, DeeDee Anderson, John Griffin, Rheuamah Griffin, Carrie Milligan, Maddie David, Jerrica Jensen, Chandler Parkinson, Kylee Woodward, Kylee Rigby, Sarah Rigby, Bob Farthingham, and Val Potter

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Jed Woodward conducted the opening ceremony.

2. The May 2015 minutes were approved as written.
Mayor Clair Christiansen spoke about the three veterans from Newton who died in action. He said there will be recognition of each and a moment of silence at the veterans memorial unveiling.

3. Newton Youth Council Update by Kylee Woodward. The youth council plans to have a summer kick-off party for youth ages 14-18 at the park with games, music and food. This is to encourage participation with the youth council. They plan to pay for expenses with money from their fundraiser. Kathryn Rigby explained that the youth council will be riding the Town float this summer at a few different parades. The youth council was excused to attend their meeting.

4. Town Celebration Update by Doug and DeeDee Anderson and John and Rheuamah Griffin. Doug Anderson discussed some safety items for the town celebration. That information will be published in the town newsletter. Doug Anderson discussed possible locations for the placement of the veteran’s memorial. The dimensions of the monument and the needed concrete foundation for it were discussed. The top three locations for the monument were discussed with their pros and cons. Clair Christiansen discussed his meeting with the builder of the monument and Zach Larsen. Matt Phillips discussed that the electrical issues at the pavilion had been evaluated by an electrician. They will begin work on the electrical issues, such as, changing and increasing outlets and breakers but it will not be a quick fix.

Mayor Clair Christiansen invited Bob Farthingham and Val Potter with Cache County Council to speak with the Town Council about the proposed Cache Water Conservation District. Bob Farthingham reviewed the Cache County Water Master Plan and the Bear River allocation for Cache County. The need for a water conservation district was discussed. Val Potter, Cache County Councilmember, explained Cache County’s support for a water conservancy district to protect our water allocation. They are asking for support from communities and to help educate residents on the need for a water conservancy district. The tax involved in supporting a water conservancy district was discussed. They explained that Utah State law requires that things are done by a water conservancy district so Cache County does not have the ability to allocate water without one. They said a meeting will be held July 14 to begin organizing a conservancy district plan.

Veteran’s memorial location – The Town Council went outside to the park to look at the proposed locations. They looked at the different proposed locations for the veteran’s memorial. 

Carrie Milligan reported back from the Newton Youth Council meeting that they determined to help with the logistics of the mud obstacle course. They have a count of 40 who plan to attend the June 12th party for the youth. They plan to have youth council applications at the party. The new youth council term will begin September 1. Carrie Milligan may do interviews based on the number of applications received.

8. Location of Veteran’s Memorial – Clair Christiansen reviewed his meeting with the memorial builder and the proposed locations that the town council looked at.  The locations were discussed. Kathryn Rigby proposed that the veteran’s memorial be placed on the grass north of the Town Hall with a flag pole, light and bench. Different ideas for the layout were discussed. It was decided to place the veteran’s memorial north of the Town Hall. Clair Christiansen will search for the memorial veteran’s plaque that was on the Newton LDS church (that was torn down) to possibly place on the back of the memorial.

5. Review Budget – Terri Stapley discussed meeting with each council member regarding the budget. She discussed some highlights with the budget. Terri Stapley explained that she sent a letter to Cache County requesting RAPZ tax based on population that we had not received for a few years. Other budget items discussed were: youth council accounts on budget will be increased to better track fundraising and expenses, reviewed capital project fund, class C road funds include items from “sidewalk to sidewalk” says the State so she included street light costs and water impact fees of $1,500 must be used by the end of the fiscal year. Sarah Rigby asked that the furnace in the Library be worked on.

6. Public Hearing to amend 2014-15 fiscal year budget was opened. Mayor Clair Christiansen asked if there were any comments. No comments were made. 
Kathryn Rigby made a motion to amend the budget from $306,000 to $344,070. Jed Woodward seconds the motion. All councilmembers approve. The public hearing was closed.

7. Public Hearing to proposed 2015-16 fiscal year budget was opened. No comments were received.
Matt Hansen made a motion to accept the proposed 2015-2016 fiscal year budget of $330,820. Matt Phillips seconds the motion. All councilmembers approve. The public hearing was closed.

9. Water restrictions and water projects – Clair Christiansen explained that because of the amount of rain in May there were no overages on water meter readings. Matt Phillips expressed how he would like to educate residents on water conservation rather than placing water restrictions. Clair Christiansen assigned Matt Phillips to write an article on water conservation for July’s town newsletter. Matt Phillips explained the upcoming water projects. They met with representatives from Clarkston and Trenton about water projects. Trenton will be immediately starting spring redevelopment. The State of Utah drinking water has been doing some water testing at our shared spring and we should have the results at the end of the month. The testing was done because Trenton was concerned with some surface water contamination. Clair Christiansen spoke about the meeting with Clarkston and Trenton regarding spring redevelopment. Water rates and water loans were discussed. Newton’s water flows, which are down, were discussed.

Council Reports on Assignments – Clair Christiansen explained that the court was not able to run new software that is required by the state on their old computer. The library loaned a computer to the court for them to use. Matt Hansen said he is looking at getting roll up metal doors for the pavilion. He is waiting to hear back on costs. The windows will need to be reframed to have the 15 inch clearance needed on top. Matt Hansen reported that the Fire and First Responder departments are working on getting the required extraction equipment to be eligible for grants. Clair Christiansen read a wildlands fire funding letter from Cache County. 
Matt Phillips reported that soccer season is over and baseball has started. He thinks the field looks good and he is working with the LDS church on sprinkler repairs.
Kathryn Rigby asked for suggestions for someone to head the Cache County Fair community booth. Kathryn reported that the float looks okay and needs a few minor repairs. Kathryn plans on having a concert in the park in August that she is trying to arrange. The Library will hold a fundraising luau dinner on June 19. Tickets are available for $15 each. Sarah Rigby asked if the electrical issues at the pavilion could be completed by June 19. Matt Phillips said they will work on them but they will not be completed by then. 
Clair Christiansen reviewed information he received from Jewel Kloth about a Lowe’s grant for funding community buildings. Clair informed us that Bob Bartlett purchased an old Zamboni for the ice rink.
Jed Woodward reported that some of the roads will be chip/sealed at the end of the month by the County.
Matt Hansen received costs on roll up doors; they were $2,800 for stainless, $1,785 aluminum and $1,560 for steel.

The meeting was adjourned.

Minutes prepared by; 
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