SAFETY NET MEETING MINUTES
            October 1, 2010	

Attendees:  Ann Wright, Priscilla Hammon, Mark Timpson, Pamela Webster, AJ Hunt, Rebecca McCormick, Jennifer Basquiat, Jane Irvine, Jan Thompson, Bonnie Peters, Jean Goode, Pat Merkley, Colleen Tucker, Ruth Williams, Kristi Bundrick, Marlyne Hammon, Lawrence Barlow, Cindy Trembley, Susan Timpson, Kim Nuttall
 The minutes from September were reviewed and discussed.  Ann White added the following changes:  The website is www:cpaction.org; there are two Anns on the Safety Net committee—Ann Wright and Anne Wilde; the minutes reflected that we would wait until this meeting to determine where to hold the women’s conference in the spring; and finally, the minutes reflected 50-75 law enforcement officers and actually this number included people from the attorney general’s office and people from the community agencies.  The minutes with these corrections were unanimously approved.
Community and  Agency Updates:
The investigation of the Kody Brown family (as a result of the TV production) was discussed.  Ann Wright pointed out that the law is on the books and asked what the Safety Net has done to support the Brown family and if Family Support Center has a conflict in supporting those living the polygamous lifestyle.  Bonnie Peters stated that the Family Support Center and the Safety Net has no problem supporting families living the lifestyle and would not be involved with the Safety Net if it were otherwise.  She suggested that specific assistance regarding families and individuals is confidential but that the Safety Net has supported the family especially in their request for the Safety Net to talk with the Utah County prosecuting attorney.  Pat discussed her conversation with the Utah County attorney who deferred saying that he was not the investigative officer.
Mark Timpson read a statement regarding CPAC’s position on the mission of the Safety Net.  In view of the events last week about the investigation of the Kody Brown family, Mark referred to the statement of the Attorney General that he would not prosecute polygamy, but shared his concern that the Attorney General cannot back up this statement.  Mark described how this creates a volatile situation for these families.  Mark summarized the primary position of CPAC and asked for comments.
Kristi Bundrick asked, with the exception of law enforcement, if there are barriers to receiving services.  Ruth Williams stated that there are and gave examples.   Pam Webster clarified that it is likely people do not seek out services because of  fear of retaliation.  Pat Merkley offered to intervene and educate when there are specific cases of biased intervention from professional service providers.   Ann Wright indicated that when the meetings started, the Safety Net was an opportunity for everyone to come to the table and work on how plural families can complete forms and meet agency requirements.   Now, fewer people come to the meetings.  What are the issues now?  Where is Safety Net now?   Lawrence Barlow mentioned his frustration with the system and feels information shared in Safety Net meetings has been used against him.    Pat asked what would help people feel safer?  This meeting is public and there are many people listening and may have an influence.
Mark requested that Safety Net provide a statement as to what the barriers are for safety in receiving social services and to participate in educating the reasons for reducing the bigamy statute from a felony to a lower status.   The laws are a barrier between polygamous communities and Utah state agencies.  Bonnie stated that the Family Support Center is a 501.3C agency and is prevented from lobbying, but can do education.  She expressed understanding of their situation and pointed out that we are providing many services and our heart is there.  However, we will not jeopardize the agency by doing something we can’t.  She applauded CPAC for coming forward.  She offered to present this to the board at Family Support Center and report on it. Ann expressed appreciation for Bonnie’s statements and stated that  the Centennial Park community has put in many hours and that their statement involves much more that needs to be taken to heart. 
 Pam asked what Safety Net can do to educate legislators and what can other agencies do that will make a change.  She asked what we can do to bring about changes that CPAC is seeking.   Pat suggested that such collaboration and education can bring about social change.   
Ruth asked about the fears that people have in seeking to change laws and asked for help in not being so angry toward politicians and state agencies.    Bonnie supported Ruth in asking these questions, but stated fear is not the question for the Family Support Center, who primarily wants to enhance the service delivery system.
AJ read the Utah law about bigamy and stated that their agency has been looking at this law.  She suggested that people fear the unknown.    Often legislators or the general public don’t understand what the law states and how broad it is.  When there are opportunities it is important to educate and this can impact society in general.
Pat added that myths are deep and wide and even working full time at it feels like a drop in the bucket.  She speaks at conferences and often encounters other speakers sharing the opposite information.  Educating and empowering is the premiere focus of her efforts.  Bonnie expressed appreciation for statements made and expressed gratitude at people being here today.  It speaks to their commitment to make changes.  She suggested tapping into linkages that will make change and to look at all the representatives here.  Mark reflected on his experiences over six years and said we need to offer support to those who speak up.  
Pat mentioned that she is giving a talk at the Joining Forces conference on November 1.  She described that she has opportunities to speak at professional meetings, but that only some of the conferences want her to speak on cultural sensitivity topics.  She clarified that some of the meetings are centered around victim’s issues and that she will not be chosen to speak if she doesn’t discuss some aspect of that issue.  She asked for trust that she is trying to get some cultural sensitivity message across to those attending victim’s conferences but in a different context.  She commented that some topics and titles may appear that she is focusing only on the weaknesses of the culture, but that she will not throw the culture under the bus.  She invited all to come to listen to her talk and to give her feedback.  
Pamela suggested that we identify three things that each of us can do in the next four weeks to make some changes.  The group identified the following goals that each on the Safety Net can work on:
1.   Individual agencies can reestablish their communication with city mayors.  Mayor Zitting’s number is 435-874-2323.  Jan offered that she has made direct contact with the mayor and it was successful.    Others offered their experiences, sometimes their efforts are not acknowledged, sometimes it is not the agency,  it is the people in the agency.  Pat agreed to reach out to government leaders who are not culturally sensitive.    Jan said she doesn’t know about their process, but when her agency needs to change a law, they have to find a legislator to take it to the hill.  She suggested finding a legislator to work with them.  Ann states they do know the legislative process and are not afraid to move forward and speak for themselves.
2.  The Safety Net must stay on topic, focus on solutions, and define specific action goals.  Ann suggested that the Safety Net keep good notes, be clear about the agreed upon direction and consistently follow through with suggestions.  Pat described the many people she reports to including the Family Support Center, the different subcommittees, the Safety Net Mission Statement and the seven requirements of the Safety Net through their funding sources.  Pat described how each Quarterly report reflects how specifically the Safety Net is fulfilling the seven requirements of it’s funding source.  Pat acknowledged that she cannot remember every detail of every conversation and asked for direct feedback rather than indirect feedback from the Safety Net members.  She asked for specific names of agencies and individuals that Safety Net members think she should communicate with or educate.  Pat offered to report next month on her mandated priorities and where she spends her time.  Bonnie mentioned there is a job description for each member of Safety Net at the Family Support Center.  Some members asked for a copy of this job description.  Bonnie said she wants to know how the community feels about what Safety Net is doing and where it needs to go and what does it need to be?  
3.  The suggestion for the Attorney General’s office is—that when they bring in anti-polygamist viewpoints, they also bring in pro-polygamist views and thereby facilitate fair representation.   It would be helpful if Mark Shurtleff attended a Safety Net meeting.  
Ann addressed Jane Irvine to comment on where she sees Safety Net going since she has been here from the start.   Jane felt there is strength is members of Safety Net, new faces with new energy and new goals.  It is good to have many different perspectives.  When they first started there were difficulties in the infrastructure of Utah and Arizona working together.  She reflected that Safety Net has a long history and provides a good forum to bring people together to guide services to try to meet needs.  Jane will be leaving the Attorney General’s office at the end of Terry Goddard’s term and new staff will be hired.  She offered to pass along information to the new staff.    Pat expressed appreciation for Jane’s involvement and support. 

Pat read a letter from Paul Murphy who was not able to attend the meeting.   

Pat presented the Safety Net Annual Report for July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010.  Pat said she will work on a summary of where the Safety Net has focused their efforts in the past year and will break down the specific time allocations (for the past year) for the November Safety Net meeting in Salt Lake City.  She reported that the Safety Net will also send out a survey to all Safety Net members, as well as the job description for the Safety Net Coordinator and Case Manager.  Bonnie asked everyone to respond to the survey and indicate their belief in where the Safety Net needs to go in the future.  
AJ gave a summary of the Linkline annual report listing calls received, people served, and stated that the calls are anonymous, confidential and free.  Mark asked if the work the Safety Net has done has helped her work.  AJ pointed out that calls go up when she has educated a community and the calls seem to go down when she hasn’t educated a community. AJ also indicated that the communication breaks down if you don’t visit regularly with every agency.  In response to Ruth’s question about communication with the Arizona DV state coordinator, AJ mentioned there is a new person in the job and suggested that CPAC meet her.  She will facilitate this.  Pat referred to Dr. Cates comment about mandatory reporting and how it can shut down referrals. She noted that there is a need to build relationships with the community as well as observe mandatory reporting.  AJ commented that there is a need to make a report and turn it over to the professionals to handle the situation.  
The meeting adjourned at 11:35.     
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