


BEAR RIVER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
February 4, 2015
 Civic Center
6:45 pm Public Hearing
7:00 pm Regular Meeting

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Bruce Anderson, Council Members Tyler Barnes, Bruce R. Blake, Jared N. Holmgren, Kendall Julander (came in late), and Trisha Wurtz.   Town Clerk Sue Ann Holmgren, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Carol Andreasen. 

VISITORS:  Deon Anderson, Vicki Rasmussen, Toni Millhone, David Ormond, Gil Miller, Griffin Holmgren, Gavin Holmgren, Susan Checketts, 

Welcome and Introductions:  Mayor Anderson
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Anderson
Invocation:  Council Member Wurtz

6:45 PUBLIC HEARING – The purpose of the public hearing is to receive comments on proposed amendments to the Bear River City Land Management and Development Code.  Amendment #11 proposes changing the Planning Commission Chapter 4 to a five member commission instead of seven and incorporates the Planning Commission's rules of procedure into the code.  The proposed amendment to Chapter 5 replaces the Board of Adjustment with a single Appeal Authority and increases the time to make an appeal from 10 to 30 days.  Chapter 8 amendments would add a new subdivision classification entitled a Simple-Minor Subdivision for three lots or less.

Planning Commission Chairman Miller explained Chapters 5 & 8 still need more clarification.  There were some changes in Chapter 4 the Planning Commission intended to make, but he is not sure if the City Council received them.  One change was adding language to allow 2 members of the commission to place items on the Planning Commission agenda as well as the chair.  Carol Andreasen had presented some suggestions to the commission which noted some of the Planning Commission powers and duties concerning subdivisions could be consolidated.  Attached are the suggestions Carol presented to the commission which will be reviewed by the Planning Commission.  At the last meeting Carol thought it was decided that the City Recorder would receive the application for an Appeal and determine if it was complete, instead of the Zoning Administrator.  Gil Miller understood it was the zoning administrator not the City Recorder.  The City Council reviewed the minutes and determined it was decided the City Recorder would receive appeal applications and determine if they were complete.  In section 5.11 Carol thought it was decided to change Land Use Authority to Appeal Authority.  Chairman Miller will review that section to determine which is correct.  Chairman Miller stated the biggest thing that needs to be done is to make sure that all of the process for a Simple-Minor Subdivision is carefully outlined and a check list completed so all documents and requirements are met before it comes to the City Council.  The Planning Commission will review the suggestions made and incorporate needed changes into Chapters 4, 5 & 8 and prepare a final copy to present to the City Council for review and possible adoption.



Since there were no more public comments Council Member Holmgren motioned to close the public hearing.  Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

7:00 REGULAR MEETING

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Bruce Anderson, Council Members Tyler Barnes, Bruce R. Blake, Jared N. Holmgren, Kendall Julander, and Trisha Wurtz.   Town Clerk Sue Ann Holmgren, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Carol Andreasen. 

VISITORS:  Griffin Holmgren, Gavin Holmgren, Susan Checketts, Derek Checketts, Heather Checketts, Thomas Wyatt, Roger Barnes, Julie Barnes, Deputy Palmer, Sheriff Kevin Potter, Karsten Anderson, Josh Dallin

BUSINESS
1.  MINUTES-  Council Member Blake stated #7 does not state who voted in favor and #10 needs to clarify the 2nd garbage can is no charge, but monthly fees apply.  Council Member Barnes motioned to approve the January 7, 2015 minutes with the mentioned changes.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

2.  NEXT MEETING- The next regular scheduled meeting is March 4, 2015.  

3.  BILLS – Department heads reviewed and initialed bills to be paid or which have been paid.  The bills were read aloud.  Council Member Blake motioned the bills be approved, second by Council Member Julander.  Council Members Barnes, Blake, Holmgren, Julander and Wurtz all voted in approval.

4.  DEPUTY REPORT – Deputy Palmer handed out stats for the last 3 years.  Calls have gone up over the years, mostly because of the deputy self-initiated calls.  Deputies are spending more time in Bear River City.  Next month Deputy Palmer will bring January and February 2015 stats.  

Sheriff Kevin Potter introduced himself to the Mayor and City Council.  Sheriff Potter left his card with phone numbers where he and Chief Deputy Dale Ward can be reached.  Sheriff Potter will fill the 2 years of Sheriff Yeates term.  The department will be continuing with Deputy Palmer watching over Bear River City.  

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT – CEMETERY GROUNDS KEEPER CANDIDATES ADDRESS THE COUNCIL AND GIVE A BREIF STATEMENT AS TO WHY THEY SHOULD BE CHOSEN FOR THE JOB.

Thomas Wyatt – Thomas thanked the Council for the opportunity to apply for the position of groundskeeper.  He has mowed lawns for the last 20 years in some form or another including cemeteries.  His first job he ever had was mowing cemeteries.  He started out mowing the Tremonton City Cemetery, Deweyville's Cemetery, and a couple of cemeteries in Cache Valley.  He has taken great pride and really enjoys mowing lawns and taking care of the grass.  This last year he has been doing some small engine repair and trying to get a small business started up.  He believes he is more than qualified to take care of the equipment on the premises.  He also has a lot of experience with sprinkler systems.  He has worked for Matt Checketts.  He is self-employed and feels like he can be available when the need be.  He feels he is highly qualified for this job and takes great pride in his work.  Thomas asked if there were any questions for him.  Council Member Barnes asked what he does for a living.  Thomas replied that he is self employed.  He does handy man work along with insulation, security systems, and networking.  Council Member Barnes asked how long Thomas has lived here.  Thomas replied he has lived here for 2 ½- 3 years.  

Derek Checketts – Derek states he is nervous speaking in front of people.   He said his comments will probably be brief and sketchy.  He grew up here in Bear River City.  He has now moved back to Bear River City.  He states he loves this town and is glad to be back here.  As far as experience, he has worked with Checketts Landscaping to do burials.  He has dug them by hand.  He states he knows how to properly fill graves.  He knows it is a lot of work and is willing to do it.  He also helped install the sprinkler system at the cemetery.  He knows there are some flaws with the system and has multiple ideas on how to fix it.  He believes he can save the City money by improving the sprinkler system.  He has mowed a few lawns.  He mows his lawn occasionally.  He states his weakness is mowing lawns.  He knows this job will take a lot of time.  He has a 3 day weekend every week.  His job schedule is very steady.  He is usually off work between 2:00 -4:00 pm.  He feels this will give him time to do the work during the summertime.  He says he has the ability and the time to do the work that is required.   He would like to see the flag raised at the cemetery more often.  Derek asked if anyone had any questions for him.  No questions were asked.

Mayor Bruce Anderson – Mayor Anderson says he feels like the grocery store manager trying to hire himself as a bagger.  Last year when he was sworn in as Mayor he assumed the duties and responsibilities that Mayor Holmgren had previously done.  One of those responsibilities was caretaker and overseeing the cemetery.  He took it upon himself and his family to take care of the cemetery.  He thought he was doing his duty and a duty to the City.  It turned out to be a great way to teach his teenage children a great work ethic.  When he was young he had many opportunities to earn money, including newspaper route and selling donuts door to door.  Many of those opportunities are not around anymore for teenage children.  Last year when taking over the care of the cemetery, Mayor Anderson stated it was in pretty bad shape.  Not to say anything bad about the previous caretaker, but there were several problems, for example; the sprinkler system had several breaks, the mower was in poor condition, as well as the trimmers.  He states they made many improvements including fixing sprinklers, aerating, and fertilizing.  He used the old equipment for a good share of the year until a new budget was voted upon to get new equipment.  He feels the cemetery is in much better shape now, than it was one year ago.  He is excited to see the benefits of he and his families hard work.  He has planned for many improvements for this and many coming years.  He and his family have grown fond of the beautiful place and people that reside there.  Several times he has been brought to tears as he has laid someone to rest.  One in particular was infant Berlyn Smith.  The funeral home employee asked him if he would be willing to lower her into the grave.  What an honor it was to carefully lower her casket into that grave.  He and his family does love and care for those at the cemetery.  He asked the Council to each think and answer these questions:  What do we as a City really want for our cemetery?  What is our ultimate goal?  Do we want to provide a teenage a way to learn valuable work skills?  Do we want to provide a way for others to earn a little extra to provide for their family? All these are noble and motivating factors, but that is not what we as a City want.  He would hope that we as a City would want our cemetery to look the best that it can.  He would hope that we would want to continue to improve the look and care of our cemetery.  This is really what we are after in our ultimate desire.  To have the best care and someone willing to improve on what we have.  He will ask one more question for the Council to ask themselves. Is there any reason why you would not have himself and his family be the caretakers for the cemetery after what they have already proven this last year.  He asked if they would consider himself and family to be the caretakers, as they have already been effective at achieving the ultimate goal.  Mayor Anderson asked if there were any questions for him.  No questions were asked.  

Council Member Barnes asked if anyone else had public comment.  No one had a comment.

Council Member Julander motioned to go into Closed Session to discuss applicants for groundskeeper.  Council Member Barnes, Julander, Holmgren, Blake and Wurtz voted in favor.

Clerk Holmgren read the following Affidavit:  I do solemnly swear that the sole purpose for holding a Closed Session during a February 4, 2015 Bear River City Council meeting is to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of individuals to fill the position of cemetery caretaker.  Signed this February 4, 2015 by Mayor Pro Tem Trisha Wurtz and Attest Sue Ann Holmgren, Town Clerk.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Holmgren motioned to close the Closed Session and Resume the Regular Meeting.  Council Member Wurtz seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

6.  RECOMMENDATION FOR GROUNDSKEEPER/SEXTON AND POSSIBLE COUNCIL VOTE – Council Member Julander recommended Derek Checketts become the Groundskeeper/Sexton of the Bear River City Cemetery.   Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  Council Members Barnes, Julander, Blake and Wurtz voted in favor.  Council Member Holmgren voted against the recommendation. 

Mayor Anderson stated he is a little disappointed in the decision.  Reason being, he and his family put an awful lot of work in the cemetery last year.  There were things the Mayor and his family just did and did not charge to the City, because he felt it was his responsibility.  He is disappointed and will be interested in how things get done now and how much extra gets charged to the City.  

7.  REVIEW PLANNING COMMISSION AND PUBLIC COMMENTS ON PUBLIC HEARING – Planning Commission will need to make changes to Chapters 4,5 & 8 before it will be approved.

8.  REVIEW AND UPDATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (POSSIBLE APPROVAL) – The City Web Page cost will need to be changed to $2,500. Council Member Blake will be looking into finding someone else to create a City Webpage.  Visitor Josh Dallin suggests getting a professional to do it.  He also suggested asking if there is someone in the Community that has experience in this area.  Council Member Blake will have this arranged by next meeting.  Council Member Holmgren motioned to adopt the Capital Improvement Plan with the mentioned change.  Council Member Blake seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

9.  ORDINANCE NO. 2015-02-02 GRAMA POLICY – REVISED (POSSIBLE APPROVAL) – The Grama Policy was revised from last months meeting.  The last policy stated the fee and retention schedules shall be as established by the City Council and on file in the City Office.  The City does not have a retention schedule.  The City uses the State retention schedule.  The new Grama Policy is also written as an ordinance.  Council Member Barnes motioned to adopt Ordinance No. 2015-02-02 Grama Policy.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

10.  REVIEW COMPENSATION SCHEDULE – Council Member Julander is questioning whether or not the compensation for opening and closing graves is enough.  Realizing it is a service, he believes it can become taxing to someone with a full time job to take off that much time.  We can do a lot in a name of service, but it could be a burden to some.  Especially, if there is more than one burial in a week.  Council Member Holmgren stated when the compensation amount was higher we expected the person to bring a backhoe to do the work.  The compensation amount was made less when the town started leasing their own backhoe.  Council Member Blake states you are not compensating the person for leaving work you are compensating them for digging and filling the grave.  Council Member Julander recommends that we raise the compensation for opening a grave from $75 to $100 and closing from $50 to $100. Council Member Holmgren motioned to change the compensation to the amounts Council Member Julander suggested.  Council Member Julander seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Mayor Anderson asked Council Member Julander if he would like him to still take care of opening and closing Chester Christensen's grave.  Council Member Julander said yes. 

11.  REVIEW CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR PEGGY ROGERS – The Conditional Use Permit for Peggy Roger's Lavender House needs the yearly review.    There were two complaints about the Lavender House.  Both times the problem was solved.  The permit was reviewed by Council Members.  Council Member Holmgren motioned to renew the Conditional Use permit for Peggy Rogers Lavender House.  Council Member Holmgren motioned to renew the conditional use permit for Peggy Rogers Lavender House.  Council Member Wurtz seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

12.  REVIEW AND POSSIBLY CHANGE CITY PURCHASING POLICY –  Council Member Barnes has made purposed changes to the purchasing policy to bring it more in line with the State Code.  This is just a rough draft.  The Purchasing Policy calls for a purchasing agent.  The Town does not have one.  A purchasing agent is just a check and a balance in a procurement process.  Council Member Barnes believes it would be good to have one.  A copy of Council Member Barnes changes to the Purchasing Policy is attached.  Council Member Holmgren stated he would like more time to look it over before approving it.  Council Member Barnes highly recommends appointing a purchasing agent.  

17.  UPDATE ON COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN – Someone called and reported a pot hole in front of Laura Forsgren's house.  Council Member Julander will fix it.  

18.  VACANCIES IN COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES – Mayor Anderson would like to know if the Council would like to have the Mayor oversee the cemetery or have Council Member Julander keep overseeing it.  Council Member Julander is willing to continue overseeing the cemetery.  Mayor Anderson will leave it as it is for now.

Council Member Blake has asked Robin Braegger if she would be willing to be our at large Library Board Member.  Robin Braegger has accepted.  Council Member Holmgren suggests Robin Braegger be appointed to the Library Board.  Council Member Julander seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Council Member Barnes has asked two different people to be Youth Council advisors, but has been denied.  Josh Dallin said he would love to be the Youth Council Advisor but would need to be released from his Planning Commission job first.  


19.  DEPARTMENTS – 
Council Member Barnes – Grover's cleaned out the First East Drain and the reverse siphon of the irrigation ditch.  Council Member Holmgren asked if they found any tree branches.  Council Member Barnes has not received a report.  Bear River Tree Service will inject the stump at Whitakers with poison and then grind the stump down.  Then the Town will purchase 2 new trees to replace the old tree.  

Mayor Anderson – Mayor Anderson is still working on getting the crosses powder coated and painted.  He got a bid from a company to powder coat them for $15 each.  We have about 170-180 crosses.  The Town has a $1,000 grant to help pay for it.  He was thinking about asking Tarter Gate to see if they would do it.  He asked if anyone knew who he needed to talk to.  Josh Dallin said he asks for donations there a lot and would talk to them about the crosses to see if they would give us a bid or donation.  

Council Member Holmgren – The bridge getting to the pond was destroyed.  It is now fixed.   

Mayor Anderson – The town purchased a snow plow for the truck.  The price of the snow plow was $250.  Kelly Andrew got the electronics and left them in the truck.  We do need a scrapper blade.  Kelly gave the Mayor a contact number to call to get one.  Alan Christensen did some modifications to the truck to mount the blade.  There still needs to be hydraulics run.  Brigham Implement said they could do it.  Not sure if they could do the electronics.  

The tractor at Brigham Implement has not sold yet.

The backhoe lease is up the end of the month.  Mayor Anderson will ask what the protocol is to get another one.  Council Member Barnes suggests locking in a price.  Council Member Barnes also suggests getting a quick attach bucket.

Mayor Anderson would also recommend purchasing a tamper for the cemetery to compact the graves when filling them in.  

20.  PUBLIC COMMENT – None

21.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None

Adjournment – Council Member Wurtz motioned to adjourn at 9:40 pm with Council Member Holmgren seconding the motion and all present voting in favor.

Minutes approved on March 4, 2015.

___________________________________               ___________________________________
Sue Ann Holmgren, Town Clerk			            Bruce W Anderson, Mayor
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