
BEAR RIVER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 4, 2015
 Civic Center
7:00 pm Regular Meeting

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Bruce Anderson, Council Members Tyler Barnes, Bruce R. Blake, Jared N. Holmgren, Kendall Julander, and Trisha Wurtz.   Town Clerk Sue Ann Holmgren, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Carol Andreasen. 

VISITORS:  Pam Rhees, Brent Rhees, Gil Miller, Derek Checketts, Heather Checketts.

Welcome and Introductions:  Mayor Anderson
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Anderson
Invocation:  Council Member Barnes

BUSINESS
1.  MINUTES-    Council Member Blake stated in #6, 2nd paragraph, 2nd sentence from the bottom the word his should be he.  Council Member Barnes motioned to approve the February 4, 2015 minutes with the change mentioned.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

2.  NEXT MEETING- The next regular scheduled meeting is April 1, 2015.  

3.  BILLS – Department heads reviewed and initialed bills to be paid or which have been paid.  The bills were read aloud.  Council Member Holmgren motioned the bills be approved, second by Council Member Julander.  Council Members Barnes, Blake, Holmgren, Julander and Wurtz all voted in approval.

4.  DEPUTY REPORT – Was not in attendance.  His wife had a baby.  Sheriff's office got a new speed trailer.  If we see any place that might be effective let them know.  They are also willing to do a study if there is an area of concern.

5.  BRENT RHEES PRES. OF BR BUILDERS/WALTERS SUBDIVISION – POSSIBLE FINAL PLAT APPROVAL – Brent Rhees came before the Mayor and Council to get a final approval on his Plat.  Mayor Anderson read aloud Resolution No. 2015-03-02:

 A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WALTERS MINOR SUBDIVISION

WHEREAS, the Bear River City Planning Commission has determined the Walters Minor Subdivision meets requirements outlined in the Bear River City Land Management and Development Code 2012 revised edition and therefore has recommended the Walters Minor Subdivision to the Bear River City Council for final approval;

WHEREAS, there is information that the Walters Minor Subdivision has received approval from the following:  culinary water provider, fire authority, irrigation water authority, sewer authority, street authority, and flood plain administrator;

WHEREAS, Brent Rhees president of BR Builders Inc. representing Walters Subdivision has provided copies of the plat map and paid the appropriate fees for final approval of the Walters Minor Subdivision;

WHEREAS, Brent Rhees agrees to provide a Mylar copy of the final plat, prepared and certified by a Utah licensed surveyor, which will include any changes required by the City Council during final review.

Council Members reviewed the Subdivision Map.  Council Member Holmgren motioned to approved Resolution No. 2015-03-02 approving the Walters Subdivision.  Council Member Julander seconded the motion.  All Council Members voted in approval. 

6.  REVIEW AND POSSIBLY ADOPT AMENDMENT #11 TO THE LAND MANAGEMENT & DEVELOPMENT CODE RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION (INCLUDES CHANGING THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO A FIVE MEMBER COMMISSION, REPLACING THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT WITH A SINGLE QUALIFIED APPEAL AUTHORITY, AND ADDING A SIMPLE-MINOR SUBDIVISION CLASSIFICATION) – Mayor Anderson read the following recommendation for amendment #11 from the Planning Commission.  On February 4, 2015 Bear River City held a Public Hearing on Amendment #11.  Following input from that meeting, the Planning Commission implemented changes to Chapters 2, 4, 5, and 8B of the Bear River City Land Management and Development Code.  Chapter 4 includes the Planning Commission Rules of Procedure, and reduces the commission to five members.  Chapter 5 replaces the Board of Adjustment with an Appeal Authority.  Chapter 8B adds a Simple-Minor Subdivision classification for three lots or less.  Chapter 2 adds the definition of a Simple-Minor Subdivision.

Carol Andreasen had a few suggestions/questions concerning the amendment:

Chapter 4 Planning Commission
Section 4.4.1 Meetings and Procedures item f should read:  Meeting agendas must be posted at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at the building where the meeting is to be held and the Utah Public Notice Website.  A copy of the agenda must be provided to a newspaper of general circulation within the jurisdiction or to a local media correspondent.

Chapter 5 Appeal Authority
There are a few places the document reads county instead of city which need to be changed.

Section 5.4.1.1 (renumbered to 5.5.1.1) Appeals  The first paragraph last sentence should read:  The City Recorder shall determine the completeness of the appeal application and shall reject any appeal filed without the required fee or submitted after the thirty (30) calendar day deadline has expired.  

Section 5.4.1.3 (renumbered to 5.5.1.3)  Stay of Proceedings.  Carol would like to clarify stay of proceedings.  The City Recorder receives the application but the Zoning Administrator decides if a stay is granted?  Gil says yes.  A stay means they either stop or move forward with the decision made which is being appealed. Gil says yes.

Carol still questioned 5.11 c.  Gil explained it is correct and follows state code.

Chapter 2 Definitions
Definition of a simple minor subdivision. …. requiring no extension (add) or easements of municipal facilities or utilities…..

Chapter 8 Subdivision Application Procedure and Approval Process
Section 8B.1.1 Classification of Subdivisions
(a) 3rd bullet(changed to (3)  …..without requiring any easements or extensions of existing utilities. 
 4th bullet (changed to (4)   it talks about the requirements of one share of water per acre.  Does this need to be changed to be inclusive of the Irrigation Ordinance? Answer:  It already gives reference to B.3.4 which covers what is required. Question:  Does something need to be in there about culverts and driveways to meet requirements? Answer:  This is covered in the Building Permit process.

 8B.2.1(8) add Irrigation authority to the list of required signatures.

Council Member Barnes motions to approve Amendment #11 with the suggested changes.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All Council Members voted in favor.
 
7.  AMEND FEE SCHEDULE (REVIEW APPEALS OR VARIANCE APPLICATIONS AND ADD SIMPLE-MINOR SUBDIVISION FEES) – Adopting Amendment #11 requires changing the Fee Schedule.  We need to add a Simple Minor Subdivision Fee, change Appeals Application to Board of Adjustments to Appeals Application to Appeal Authority and change the fee, review the fee for Variance Application to Appeal Authority.  Council Members decided to make the following changes:  

Appeals Application to Appeal Authority - $100.00 plus actual costs to the city if decision is in City's favor
Simple Minor Subdivision Application - $125.00
Variance Application to Appeal Authority - $150.00 plus actual costs to the City

Recorder Holmgren also had a change to the Irrigation.  Total assessment should be $28.50 not $29.50.

Council Member Barnes motioned to approve the fee schedule with the noted changes.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All Council Members voted in favor.

8.  SEWER PONDS:  CHANGE ORDERS TO SEWER PONDS, PHOSPHATE TESTS – Hansen and Associates, Inc. has submitted a change order to be reviewed by the Council and signed by the Mayor. A copy is attached.  This change order will be a decrease of $14,263.42.  Council Member Barnes motioned to approve the Change Order submitted by Hansen and Associates.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All Council Members voted in favor.  

Ann Holmgren Jensen would like to know what is going on where the pond is being built and how it will affect her.  Mayor Anderson said he would talk with her.

At the Water Conference Council Member Holmgren went to some classes pertaining to phosphate tests.  This could get really expensive.  He hopes we can get the pond done in time, before we have to start testing.  If the pond is not finished before July they will require the ponds to be tested four different times during the month.  Right now we only pull one sample.   It is looking like all will be finished by July.

9.  IRRIGATION – Skip until next month.

10.  BUSINESS LICENSE REPORT – Carol handed out a report showing who has renewed their business license compared to last year.  The Council Members reviewed this report.  There are a few that have not renewed their license.  Carol will send out a second letter.  She will also ask them to let the Town know if they are no longer in business.  CNC Crane is not licensed.  They paid their license one year, but have not paid since.  Mayor Anderson agreed that Carol should send them a letter stating a business license is required.

Council Member Blake said the webpage creator asked him if we wanted to allow businesses here in Bear River City to advertise on our webpage.  You could add it in with the business license or on top of the license.  Not everyone will want to advertise.  Should be separate from business license.

11.  DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS REPORT – Carol handed out a list of delinquent accounts for the City Council and Mayor to review.  Laura Forsgren has made a payment and a notice of Curtis Stander taking out Bankruptcy since printing out the report.  Mayor Anderson would like to work something out with Rex Iverson working off some of his bill.  The insurance company discourages you from doing this for liability reasons.  Mayor Anderson stated there will have to be an agreement drawn up between the City and Rex stating the City is not responsible and he is working his own free will.  He really has had little impact on the sewer because he has no water.  He does have a garbage can.  If he is willing to show some effort and hard work the City may be willing to forgive some of the debt.

Cemetery debt:  Rudd Funeral home should have collected $650 on LaRene Braegger's grave digging but  only collected $350.  The family refused to pay the $650 because of all she had done for the City.    Carol suggested calling Rudd Funeral Home to find out who the family representative was.  A letter could be sent to the family representative.  Make sure the letter is worded not to offend and explain reasoning between non-resident and resident.  Mayor Anderson and Council Member Julander said they could just go talk to them if we find out who the representative is.  

12.  TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR PRESERVATION FUNDS – As part of the Mayor's Association, Mayor Anderson was nominated to be part of the Transportation Corridor Preservation Committee.  Seven dollars from everyone's vehicle registration goes into this fund.  There is about $3,000,000 in that account.  If we as a City see there is a future need of a major road that will be beneficial to future use, we can apply for those funds to purchase property.  We can't use the funds for construction.  Mayor Anderson does not really see any need Bear River City would have for this money.  

13.  CONTRACT WITH COUNTY ATTORNEY –  At the last Mayor's Association Meeting it was brought up how small towns have a hard time enforcing their ordinances.   The County Attorney would set up a contract with Bear River City for a minimal fee per month.  The court will charge Bear River City nothing.  Anything we need prosecuted we would turn over to him.  The Attorney believes it would be beneficial to the Cities.  He is not looking to get rich off this it is more of a service for him.  If we do this we will need to find out details of what would be included in the contract. Council Members are in favor of pursuing a contract with the County Attorney.

14.  TOWN HALL MEETING – Mayor Anderson would like to have a Town Hall Meeting and invite the public.  The Mayor would like to receive comments on how we want to grow as a Town.  Do we want to remain a small town or do we want to grow?  Meeting is scheduled for April 23, 2015 at 6:30 pm.

15.  PURCHASING POLICY – Council Member Barnes made some minor changes to the Purchasing Policy.  Council Member Blake asked how it would benefit Bear River City to have a Purchasing Agent.  Council Member Barnes said all it is a check and balance.  Just another set of eyes to keep everyone honest.  Carol would like to give local people more of a chance.  Council Members have reviewed the Purchasing Policy and have chosen to adopt it.  Council Member Barnes motioned to adopt the Purchasing Policy with changes made.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All Council Members voted in favor.

Mayor Anderson would like to appoint Council Member Barnes as the Purchasing Agent for the Town.  Council Member Holmgren motioned to appoint Council Member Barnes as Purchasing Agent for Bear River City.  Council Member Wurtz seconded the motion.  All Council Members voted in favor.

16.  UPDATE ON COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN – None

17.  VACANCIES IN COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES – Mayor Anderson honorably relieves Josh Dallin from the Planning Commission.  Mayor Anderson would like to appoint Josh Dallin to be the Youth Council Leader.

This leaves a vacancy on the Planning Commission.  Council Member Barnes suggested Kelly Andrew.

Animal Control Officer – Council Member Blake would like someone to be hired for this position.  He does not want to do it.  Mayor Anderson will call Vicki Chidester and see what it would take to hire her for the position.

18.  DEPARTMENTS – 
Cemetery – Norm Child has requested that the pine tree that is at the foot of his grave be removed before he has to be buried.  Council Member Holmgren suggests we leave the tree until he is buried.  Mayor Anderson wonders if USU Extension Service would come over and give their recommendation.  Council Member Julander will contact USU.

Crosses at the Cemetery will be painted for free.  Tartar Gate offered to do it and they will continue to do it in the future in exchange for advertising.

July 24th Movie – Spray for mosquito's and no watering the grass.

19.  PUBLIC COMMENT – 

20.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS – 

Adjournment – Council Member Wurtz motioned to adjourn at 9:40 pm with Council Member Julander seconding the motion and all present voting in favor.

Minutes approved on April 1, 2015.

___________________________________               ___________________________________
Sue Ann Holmgren, Town Clerk			            Bruce W Anderson, Mayor
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