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Dr. Madsen convened the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 


1.	Approval of the December 4, 2014 Meeting Minutes
A motion was made by Diane Stuart, seconded by Loydene Berg, to approve the December 4, 2014 minutes as written.  Motion passed.  All in favor.


2.	Mental Health Treatment Plan Update					Gary Scheller, Lori Maroney
Gary explained that the current UOVC Mental Health Evaluation and Treatment Plan had become outdated.  A committee comprised of Gary, Dave Fowers and a number of licensed clinicians worked together to develop an updated treatment plan.  As required by statute, Board approval is needed before the new plan can be used.  Gary pointed out two changes under the Guidelines for Mental Health Providers section that should be made before approval.  The sentence “This office will not cover Medicaid eligible parties” should be deleted.  Add the words or Medicaid to the first sentence in item number one after the victim’s primary insurance.  A motion was made by Diane Stuart, seconded by Dave Fowers, to adopt the updated Mental Health Treatment Plan as amended.  All in favor.  Motion passed.


3.	Closed Meeting for Review of Subrogation Claims
A motion was made by Loydene Berg, seconded by Diane Stuart, to close the meeting for the review of subrogation claims. All in favor.  Motion passed.

A motion was made by Dave Fowers, seconded by Diane Stuart, to reopen the meeting.  All in favor.  Motion passed.


4.	Board Vote on Subrogation Cases				
	1.  1023346  								Dana Thomas
The offender’s homeowners insurance has offered a settlement of $10,000 on this claim.  The $10,000 would be in addition to the $3,000 already received.  The total recovery would be $13,000 on the $50,000 paid by UOVC.  A motion was made by Sandi Johnson, seconded by Diane Stuart, to accept the settlement as outlined.  All in favor.  Motion passed.

	2.  1016717  								Dana Thomas
	A request was received asking that the Board consider waiving the full amount of the lien on this claim.  The victim is expected to have additional medical expenses after her UOVC claim closes on July 11, 2015.  A motion was made by Dave Fowers, seconded by Loydene Berg, to waive the full amount of the lien. All in favor.  Motion passed.  


5.	Overview of Insurance Survey						Chad Miller
While completing his internship with UOVC, Chad conducted a survey regarding the insurance status of people filing compensation claims.  His study was based upon the 2,776 applications received from July, 2014 to January, 2015.  A review of the data entered into the Collateral Resource field on those applications showed that 45% of applicants had no medical insurance listed on the application.  Chad randomly selected 20% of the applications received for each month and then he called the victim/claimant listed.  He was able to get responses from about half of those he tried to reach.   Chad found that 50% of those who answered the phone had insurance at the time of the call.  Some of the respondents had Medicaid and some received benefits through their employers.  Those who had no insurance fell in the gap between Medicaid and private insurance and indicated it was a cost issue.  
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6.	Restitution and Recovery Update						Dana Thomas
Dana reported on restitution and subrogation receipts for Fiscal Year 2015 to date.  Restitution revenue is about $20,000 higher than at the same time last year.  Dana projects total restitution receipts to be around $491,000 at the end of FY15. She said her projection is on the conservative side and thinks it will probably be higher.  Subrogation income is also up from last year.  Total subrogation is projected to be around $47,195 this year.  

Doctor Madsen asked Dana to comment on any interesting projects, other than the financial aspect, that the Restitution and Recovery Unit is working on that might impact the system as a whole.  Dana talked about several projects such as a restitution class being developed along with AP&P for Salt Lake County offenders, partnering with UCIJS to have UOVC’s restitution information available to users of the UCIJS database programs and providing training on restitution at the annual Judicial Conference.   The offender class will be active as soon as the logistics are worked out.  Access to UOVC’s restitution information to UCIJS users was launched about four weeks ago and Dana stated they are already seeing a reduction in the requests for information.  Staff is excited about the judicial training that was arranged with the help of the Utah Council on Victims of Crime.  All these new and exciting projects will have a positive impact for victims, offenders and the justice system.


7.	VOCA Increase and Spending Plan						Christine Watters
	Victim of Crime Act (VOCA) funds come from fines levied against perpetrators of federal crimes.  Award amounts for VOCA victim assistance have varied based upon the balance in the Crime Victim Trust Fund.  Each year, Congress determines how much would be disseminated from the fund to VOCA by placing a cap on the funds.  Last year, the cap was $750,000 and programs were allowed to expend the amount received over four years.  UOVC received slightly over 4.3 million dollars last year.  Christine explained that as part of the 2015 appropriations bill, Congress raised the cap to $2.361 billion.  The bulk of this increase will be used for state VOCA victim assistance subgrants.  UOVC is estimated to receive a VOCA award of 16 million dollars this next year.  

Christine said it is a lot of money but we have a lot to do with it.  There is no question that it is both an opportunity and a challenge.  Using basic planning charts, Christine showed the Board different scenarios of budget calculations on how the money might be awarded.  An important question remains whether this increase in VOCA funding will be a one-time increase or a new VOCA funding level. 

A four step plan has been developed to work toward the best process for the use of the funds.  Staff, working with others in the assistance community, will (1) go through the budget and program planning process, (2) conduct needs assessments through focus groups and surveys, (3) develop model programs and service approaches and (4) implement the program and award the funds.  

There will be a lot to consider such as changes to the VOCA guidelines, changes in the OMB circular dealing with the financial aspect of the grants, additional certified assurances and grant conditions tied to these grants and new performance measurements.  Christine said they are working hard to consider all the aspects of this increase and manage it in a way that victims are being well served and their needs are being met.


8.	Legislative Update							Gary Scheller
	Highlights of the legislative session:
	
1.  HB 184.   Victim Restitution Amendments   
This bill makes a victim’s application for and receipt of reparations protected records under GRAMA.   It also allows UOVC to pursue restitution from a criminal offender by filing a claim directly with the sentencing court. 

2.  HB 74.  Consent Definition for Sexual Offense   
This bill modifies the definition of consent in the Criminal Code regarding sexual offenses.  It removes the wording the victim has not consented to make it clear that an unconscious person cannot consent to sex.

3.  HB 277.   Statute of Limitations for Civil Actions   
This bill eliminates the statute of limitations for civil actions for child sexual abuse.  The bill provides that a victim of child sexual abuse may file a civil action at any time.
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4.  HB 240.  Judicial Discretion in Sentencing Amendments   
This bill modifies Title 77 regarding the minimum term of imprisonment.   The bill sought to give judges the discretion to reduce up to 50% of the minimum sentence provided by law.   The bill was pulled.  There will be more study next year.

5.  SB 59.  Domestic Violence Amendments   
This bill amends provisions related to a plea of guilty or no contest to a domestic violence offense.  It requires that the judge have a criminal history of the offender before there can be a plea on a domestic violence offense.

6.  SB 155.  Children’s Justice Centers Amendments   
This bill amends the counties in which the attorney general shall establish Children’s Justice Centers to include Beaver County and Kane County.

7.  SB 238.  Prostitution Amendments
This bill provides that a person engages in the offense of prostitution when there is an offer of an exchange for services with the functional equivalent of a fee.

8.  House Concurrent Resolution Designating Start by Believing Day
This resolution expresses support for victims of sexual assault, expresses support for the Start by Believing Campaign and designates the first Wednesday in April as “Start by Believing Day.”


  	
	
	The next meeting will be held on June 15, 2015.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The meeting was adjourned.

