Tooele City Council and
Tooele City Redevelopment Agency of Tooele City, Utah
Work Session Meeting Minutes

Date:  
Wednesday, June 3, 2015
Time:  
5:00 p.m.

Place:  
Tooele City Hall, Large Conference Room

90 North Main St., Tooele, UT

City Council Members Present:

Brad Pratt, Chair

Dave McCall
Scott Wardle

Debbie Winn

Steve Pruden

City Employees Present:

Mayor Patrick Dunlavy

Glenn Caldwell, Finance Director
Jim Bolser, Community Development & Public Works Director
Michelle Pitt, City Recorder
Randy Sant, Redevelopment Agency Director

Roger Baker, City Attorney

Rachelle Custer, City Planner

Paul Hansen, City Engineer

Minutes prepared by Michelle Pitt

1.  Open Meeting
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Brad Pratt, Present

Dave McCall, Present
Debbie Winn, Present 
Scott Wardle, Present 
Steve Pruden, Present
3. Discussion:

· Transportation Funding
Mr. Baker stated that the League of Cities and Towns has focused efforts over the last two years on transportation funding.   There are two new areas that could provide funding:  the gas tax and the local option transportation sales tax.  If the County adopts to put these items on the ballot, funding would be divided among cities in the County.  There are certain deadlines to be met in order for this to be put on ballot.  

The Mayor stated that he spoke to the County Commissioners and they are not committing to put this item on the ballot this year.  Councilman Pruden said that he couldn't believe that the County was not interested in putting this tax on the ballot.  There is such a need, not only in the County, but in the City as well, for funding for transportation.  Councilman Pruden went on to say that even though everyone hates increases in taxes, this would be is a very small tax increase, but would provide such a big asset.  Mr. Baker explained that, according to League estimates, the tax would provide the City approximately $275,000 from the gas tax, and $430,000 from the transportation sales tax.
Councilman Wardle stated that this was the only funding available, outside of the general fund, to provide improvements to the roads.  The public complains about the road conditions.  He said that he wished the County would commit to put this on the ballot.  Chairman Pratt asked what the time frame was to get this issue on the ballot.  Mr. Baker answered that it would have to be on the ballot in August.  Once it's on the ballot, the City can no longer promote it.  Councilman Pruden felt it would be beneficial to draft a document asking the Commissioners to put on the ballot.   Mayor Dunlavy said that he told the County Commissioners that the City may adopt a resolution in support of placing the issue on the ballot.  Mayor Dunlavy went on to say that there are counties that are hesitating, such as Salt Lake County.  He presented an example:  if Salt Lake County passed the tax, and there was a commuter from Utah County, the commuter would buy his gas in Utah County, just to avoid the tax.  The Mayor said he would be surprised if the Commissioners did anything this year.  The Mayor wondered if the County felt that passing this tax might limit them from future projects.
Councilman Wardle stated that if the County was not unified, the County Commissioners may not go forward with it.  Mayor Dunlavy felt that if the Council passed the resolution, the County Commissioners may be more likely to go forward.  Mr. Baker stated that he could have the resolution ready for next meeting, in case the Council decided to go forward with it.  It was the Council's general opinion that they would like to continue to discuss it, but have the resolution ready in case they decided to go forward.  Councilman Wardle would like to talk with Grantsville City to see if they were also interested in the County putting this issue on the ballot.  He felt it would be a good discussion item for the Council of Governments.

Councilwoman Winn stated that it all came down to letting the voters decide, by placing it on the ballot.  She would like to see the voters have the chance to decide.    

· Resolution 2015-26 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Approving UDOT Right-of-Way and Easement Conveyance Documents for the SR-36 Reconstruction Project
Presented by Roger Baker

Mr. Baker explained that as part of the rebuild of SR-36, UDOT needed some construction easements and conveyances in order to successfully complete their project.  UDOT has a very strict property acquisition process.  UDOT has to acquire the properties from the City at fair market value.  They have offered a financial incentive if this is done within 30 days.   Because this involves the sale of city property, a public hearing is required by City ordinance.  
· Ordinance 2015-16 An Ordinance of Tooele City Making Technical Amendments to Tooele City Code Chapter 4-15 Regarding Impact Fee Appeals

Presented by Roger Baker

Mr. Baker stated that these changes to the impact fees were technical changes that didn't affect the impact fees in place and didn’t take anything away from anyone; if anything, they expand the right to appeal.  Under the current Code, Mr. Baker explained, if someone wanted to appeal an impact fee or ordinance, they only had 30 days to appeal which conflicts with the State appeal system.  City Administration recommended that City Code be amended to conform to the Utah State Code regarding deadlines.  Mr. Baker stated that he felt these changes worked to benefit citizens and contractors.  


-
Ordinance 2015-17 An Ordinance of Tooele City Amending Tooele City Code Chapters 8-5 through 8-13 Regarding Wastewater Pre-Treatment and General Wastewater Regulations

Presented by Jim Bolser

Mr. Bolser stated that two years ago, when recertifying the wastewater treatment plant as a reclamation facility, the state required that the City implement a formal pretreatment program.  The City, with the aid of a pre-treatment consultant, prepared a compliant pre-treatment program Ordinance.  City administration is recommending that Chapters 8-5 through 8-13 be repealed, and new chapters be established.  

· Alley Discussion for Cahoons

Chairman Pratt pointed out that Burton Cahoon and his daughter-in-law Andrea, were there.  Mr. Bolser stated that in back of Mr. Cahoon's property, there was a little notch missing that wasn’t a part of his property as recorded on a plat.  Mr. Cahoon was requesting that this little piece, which is a publicly dedicated access, be vacated and included as part of his property.  By law, the vacation would split the piece of property in to two parcels, with half going to Mr. Cahoon, and the other half to his neighbor.  Mr. Cahoon has a private arrangement with that neighbor to deed their portion to Mr. Cahoon to make the entire notch a part of Mr. Cahoon’s property.  All utility companies have been contacted and the only comment received thus far was from Rocky Mountain Power who identified an existing power line in that notch that would require a public utility easement for maintenance. Mr. Cahoon was made aware of the utility easement issue.  Mr. Cahoon has prepared legal documents that would accomplish this all of these processes and requirements, including the public utility easement.  There is a four week notification requirement of a hearing for vacating property.  The Council would like to move forward on this issue.  

· Main Street Project Update

Mr. Hansen stated that there are two phases to the Main Street project: there is the City project, which is the waterline, and there is the UDOT project of reconstructing Main Street.  The contractor for the waterline project is preparing to make the tie-in the west side of Utah Ave tomorrow.  All the work, with exception of the pressure reducing valve, will be completed from Utah Ave north, in front of the Tooele Federal Credit Union.  The main line installation is continuing south and is past the Hampton Inn.  They will then do the tie-ins and cross connections.

The other project is removing asphalt and pavement.  They will continue that process to 400 North.  They are already working on installing the storm drain line.
Mr. Bolser reminded the Council that UDOT would be at the 7:00 p.m. meeting for a presentation.   

4.  Council Reports
Councilman Wardle:  USU will be finished and opening their new science building on August 29th.  At every meeting that Councilman Wardle attends with USU, they talk about the great support of Tooele City.  USU will be offering a nursing degree in 2016, so that students will be able to complete a full nursing degree in Tooele, rather than having to go to Salt Lake or Ogden.  The Council of Governments didn't meet.

Councilman Pruden:  Fridays on Vine begins this Friday with Sunshade and Rain.  The Tooele City Arts Council had more Fridays to fill this summer than they’ve had in a long time.  Councilman Pruden invited everyone out every Friday night to enjoy the concert series.  LaForge Encore will begin their production of “Steel Magnolias” next week.   

Mayor Dunlavy:  The 4th of July committee has been working really hard on the 4th of July, with an event every night that week.  Abba will be the big event at the end of the week.  Charley Jenkins will also perform that week.  A new addition to the week-long activities is a picnic in the park.  Exit 99 will perform while the public enjoys a hot dog barbeque.  Students from the Institute will help serve the food.  There will also be a movie in the park and triathlon.  The parade route will be shortened this year due to the construction.  The Chamber's breakfast will be Saturday morning.  The Honorable Grand Marshal will be Carol LaForge, for all of her work in the community and dedication to the arts in the community.  The City has 10 contestants for the Miss Tooele City pageant.  The City’s float will be in the Grantsville parade and Days of ‘47 parade as well.

Councilman McCall:  Neither the Library board nor the Emergency Response committee has met.  Councilman McCall has tried to contact Mr. Whitehouse, but hasn't been able to contact him.   

Councilwoman Winn:  Communities that Care participated with the County Health Department in a suicide prevention event at 5:30 am with a lantern release, then a 5K run.  Councilwoman Winn was one of the speakers at that event.  It was a fantastic event which was well attended.  
There will be a QPR seminar on July 9th at the Sr. Center.  Councilwoman Winn is working with Ms. Heidi Peterson to teach CTC parenting classes, Guiding Good Choices, to seniors.  This will be taught at the Sr. Center at 10 am.

Councilwoman Winn stated that the North Tooele Special Service District met in May and watched a 40 minute video regarding the open meetings act.  This is required of board members each year.    

Chairman Pratt:  As Councilman Wardle stated earlier, the Council of Governments did not meet.  When the Council on Aging met, Chairman Pratt was out of town.  Chairman Pratt thanked the Council for helping to serve meals at the Methodist church the other night. 

5. Close Meeting to Discuss Property Acquisition and Litigation
Councilman Pruden moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilwoman Winn seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting closed at 5:54 p.m.

Councilman Pruden moved to reopen the meeting.  Councilman McCall seconded the motion. 
The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting reopened at 6:56  p.m.

6. Adjourn
Councilman McCall moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman Pruden seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman Pruden, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.
Approved this 17th day of June, 2015
___________________________________________________ 

Brad Pratt, Tooele City Council Chair
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