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Cole Mellesen as a young child and a
member of his army, Bree Fowles, who
unlocked his world for many of us,

COLE MELLESEN AUTISM SUPPORT ANNEX

UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY

Dear Friends,

Thousands of Utah Valley children have been diagnosed on the autism spectrum. These
are OUR children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and neighbora, Utah, and Utah Valley in
particular, has the highest per capita rate of autism (1 in 54) in the United States.

Many people have asked me what is autism? | really don't know what it s but | know what

it does, Autism causes a child to retreat into a world of their own and without help at very
early age the doors to that world are locked and sealed. The child |s virtually in a world all by
themselves confused and frightened. Bul it doesn’ have 1o be that way. There is hope and
that hope requires people who are trained to unlock those doors while the child is young so
families can becomea a part of their child's world, But with so many kids in need, wea nead
an army to reach them all. And where can you find such an army? At a university.

A lot of groups in the valley are working on autism, but they're not coordinating their
efforts. At Utah Valley University, researchers approaching the puzzle from different
perspaectives can share their Ideas and find the best solutlons. As Prasldent Holland has
gaid, UVL |s probably not gaoing to be the university that cracks the genetic code for autiam,
but it can and should be the university that cracks the code for providing the best services
to individuals on the autism spectrum.

MMeliza and | made thea initial gift to start the building of an Autiem Support Center at LWL
because we belleve there i1s no greater need for the children of Utah. If professionals come
out of LWL with a greater awareness of the challenges of autism and with the skills to
unfock the doors we can help literally thousands of families.

Think about the math for a moment (1 in 54) and consider how long It will be until someona
in your farmily is diagnosed with autism. When math catches up to you | promise that the
Autism Support Center at UVU will be a beacon of hope for you and your family. FPlease join
us in helping to build this center for all of our children and

families.

J,.: e

L

Slncerelu

kFeith Mellesan

COLE NELLESEN AUTISM SUPPORT ANNEX | UTAH VALLEY UNIVERSITY CRSA



As an Inclusive institution that engages with the cormmunity,
Litah Valley University is developing programs and support
structures to serve those with autism spectrum disorder
{(ASD) Iin Utah County. Utah has one of the highest rates of
autisrm in the nation, and the community must find ways to
help meaet the educational and professional neads of this
growing population. Focusing on education and services
rather than the genetics of ASD, LWVU's new Autism Support
Center will bring together national best practices, Innovative
educational research on autism and insights galned from our
community partners to provide a place where students and
families affected by autism can find the support they need.

The new Autism Center will be housed In the Cole Nellesen
Annex adjacent to the Mckay education bullding on the north
side of LIWU's main campus. To provide on-site practicum
training ocpportunities for UYL students, the Annex will house
a preschool and an elementary classroom. Autism studies
students will participate in therapeutic interventions and
diagnostic sessions In our designated therapy rooms.
Frogrammatic research on student preparedness, skill
acqulsition, and student training will be ongoing.

LU'VU's Passages program provides young adults with autism
the opportunity to enrcll in non-credit college-level classes
des=signed to fit their distinctve needs and skills. The
University is developing partnerships with local businesses
and nonprofit organizations to develop classroom-to-work
programs that match employer needs with student skill sets.
These transitional programs allow the community to support
an underutilized population with extraordinary skills, The
center will also provide a central |location where Passages
students will have access to accessibllity services,
specialized testing support, a place to study, and a space 1o
socialize.

ARTIST'S RENDERING - SOUTH WIEW
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Two adjoining, shaded playgrounds will allow
pre-kK and 1st through 3rd graders to enhance
miotor skills and engage in science exploration
whila they leam to interact socially with their
paears, The playespace will feature a learning
garden and water table,

AETIST"S REENDERING AT YIEW
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In addition to an open and welcoming lobby
(left), staffed by a receptionist, the Kids Comer
(above) offers children receiving services a
unigue waiting area with private space where
distractions are kept to a minimum. Parents and
children will find the calming experience a great
way to begin thelr experience at the Annex,

ARTIST'S REMDERING LOBBRY
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INU students pursuing autism studies or special
education will attend classeas in the Annex within
the three dedicated UVU classrooms, In 2015,
VLU will begin offering Board Certified Assistant
Behavior Analyst (BCaBA). Students will leam
assessment and treatment strategies in the
classroom and then put them into practice in the
laboratory classrooms, Each UVU classroom will
feature flexible learning paces, white boards,
and computer resources.

SRTIZT S RENDERINLG UNU CLASSROOM
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Preschool Laboratory Classroom (left) - For
voung learmers with autism, the laboratory
preschool classroom will provide small group
spaces, clear boundaries, limited distractions,
and sensory supports in an ldeal learning
environmeant. A second laboratory clasaroorm will
host 1st through 3rd graders. Therapy rooms
([above) will be availabde for a variety of services
including counseling, diagnostics, social skills
groups, and family support.

FRE-SCHOOL CLASSREOLDM

ARTIZGT ' S REMDERINLG
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The second floor features a flexible space for
training and community engagement. Sensitivity
training for educators, first responders and
community mambears will famillarize participants
with the challenges faced by Individuals living
with ASD. Business leaders and management
personnel will learm helpful workplace practices
that enhance the performance and interaction
expariences of those with ASD,

The Center will connect with organizations
delivering autism support in our region. By
engaging and hosting these organizations at

the Annax, the Center will create innovative new
strategies for autism support and education that
blend the best of UVU's research with insights
gleaned by partners.

ARTIST'S REWMDERING MEETING SPACE
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