Committee of the Whole
Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Salt Lake County Council
Committee of the Whole
~Minutes~
Tuesday, June 9, 2015
1:31:08 PM

Committee Members 
Present:	Jennifer Wilson
	Jim Bradley
	Arlyn Bradshaw
	Michael Jensen[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Participated electronically during the budget presentation.  Did not participate in the rest of the meeting. ] 

	Sam Granato
	Steven DeBry
	Max Burdick
	Richard Snelgrove, Chair

Excused:	Aimee Newton


Citizen Public Input   (1:31:12 PM)

	No one appeared for Citizen Public Input.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Mayor’s Budget Presentation   (1:31:37 PM)

	Mr. Doug Macdonald, Economic Consultant, Econowest Associates, delivered a PowerPoint presentation (incorporated by reference into the minutes) regarding economic conditions globally, nationally, and locally. Utah job growth will slow slightly this year, but build back up next year.  Home building values will rebound by 15 percent this year after a 3 percent drop in 2014.  Low gas prices and strong consumer confidence continue to help the economic outlook.

− − − − − − − − − − − − − −

	Mr. Robert Reed, Associate Budget Administrator, Planning & Budget Division, Mayor’s Office, delivered a PowerPoint presentation (incorporated by reference into the minutes) regarding the 2015 proposed June budget.  He reviewed major revenue sources for the County.

	Mr. Darrin Casper, Chief Financial Officer, Mayor’s Office, stated the property tax rates were just received by the County.  Although they have not yet been analyzed, it looks like they may be slightly better than originally projected.

− − − − − − − − − − − − − −

	Mr. Darrin Casper, Chief Financial Officer, Mayor’s Office, continued the PowerPoint presentation.  He reviewed technical adjustments, new and transferred FTEs, and budget adjustment requests.  All funds are budgeted at or above minimum reserves as required by policy.  Most major tax funds are above original adopted fund balance levels, and the economy continues to grow.

	Council Member Wilson asked about the $12,500 Utah Performing Arts Cemter Agency (UPACA) Board contribution.

	Council Member Burdick stated a year ago the Council appropriated $25,000 to help with some of the clerical and ongoing issues for the board of directors of the Eccles Performing Arts Center.  Ultimately, the money was not used in 2014 and not re-appropriated for 2015.  The board has a staff member whose salary is paid by Salt Lake City (75 percent) and Salt Lake County (25 percent).  The contribution is pro-rated for 2015.

	Mr. Casper stated recently all three bond rating agencies renewed the County’s Triple A bond rating for its General Obligation debt.

	Council Member Snelgrove stated there are almost 3,600 counties in America, so Salt Lake County is in a very exclusive club.  He asked how many counties had a Triple AAA bond rating.

	Mr. Casper stated the number is approximately 40.

	Council Member Snelgrove stated it was also very good that the budget did not attempt to spend the structural surplus.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Review of Salt Lake County Ordinances Titles 1 and 2  (2:40:09 PM)

During the February 24, 2015, Committee of the Whole meeting, the Council was informed the District Attorney’s Office needed to review all County ordinances to make sure they were compliant with state statutes, internally consistent, consistent with countywide policies and procedures, and all references to agencies or organizations up to date.  During that meeting, the Council voted to have the first batch of ordinance changes sent to the Steering Committee for a recommendation.  

	Mr. David Wilde, Deputy District Attorney, stated the Steering Committee held meetings on May 11, and May 18, 2015, and reviewed Title 1 and Title 2 of the Salt Lake County ordinances.  At those meetings, a total of approximately 268 proposed changes were presented.  Of those the Steering Committee recommended 240 technical changes and 27 changes that were more than technical.  The Council has in its packet an executive summary, with those 27 changes listed.  The Steering Committee agreed with all of the changes except one.  Also, some recommendations may have policy implications that the Council may want to consider.  Those are also attached to the Executive Summary.  (The Executive Summary is on file in the Council Clerk’s Office.)  

The Steering Committee met again yesterday, and made two additional recommendations as follows:

· The preamble references all Council Members and Elected Officials; however, it is not current.  Some of the elected officials are no longer in those positions.  The Steering Committee recommended that be amended.     

· In Section 2.07.201.A, there is a reference to the Utah Public Officers and Employee Ethics Act, Section 67-16-1, which no longer applies to counties and municipalities.  The Legislature changed that law two or three years ago.  Gavin Anderson, Deputy District Attorney, suggested making County ordinance compliant with state law.  

	Ms. Nichole Dunn, Deputy Mayor, stated the Mayor’s Office is supportive of the recommendations.    

	Council Member DeBry stated he would like to take several weeks to review these before taking a vote.  

	Mr.  Wilde stated he anticipated there would be more proposed changes to Titles 1 and 2 before the process is completed.      

	Ms. Dunn stated the Steering Committee is reviewing the next set of ordinances, and will continue to bring its recommendations to the Council.  

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

[bookmark: _GoBack]Review of Planning and Zoning Application  (3:28:40 PM)
	
	Mr. Jason Rose, Legal Counsel, Council Office, reviewed the following proposed amendment to the General Plan, for which a public hearing will be set for June 30, 2015:

	Application #29385 – Addition of a Millcreek/Meadowbrook Small Area Plan located approximately between State Street and the current rail line between 4500 South and 3500 South.  

	Mr. Rose stated the proposal is to make the area a transit supportive district; increase density within one-fourth mile radius of the two transit stops and lower density linking the two station areas; encourage a pedestrian friendly environment; add a grocery store; and add park acreage.   

	Council Member Bradshaw asked if this area was part of the County’s West Millcreek RDA.  He wanted to make sure what was being proposed here matched the intent of the RDA, and that they were both consistent with the General Plan.   

	Mr. Rose stated he would make some phone calls and make sure that is the case.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦


Review of Proposed Hires  (2:50:23 PM)

	Mr. Brad Kendrick, Assistant Fiscal Analyst, Council Office, reviewed the following proposed hires:  

Agency			Position

Center for the Arts	Event Coordinator 26

Parks & Recreation Division	Area Maintenance Supervisor 25
		Construction and Maintenance Specialist 20/22

District Attorney’s Office	Paralegal 22/24/26

Sheriff’s Office		Construction and Maintenance Specialist 20
		Corrections Specialist 18
		Jail Nurse 24/30
		Mental Health Professional 24/26/28

Youth Services Division	Case Manager 24

Salt Lake County Health Department	Public Health Nurse 30
		CSAP Program Manager 28 (time limited)

Criminal Justice Services Division	Case Manager 24
		Treatment Specialist 26/28
		Office Supervisor 21

Library Services Division	Assistant Library Manager 27
		Library Shelver 11

Flood Control & Engineering Division	Lead District Worker 23

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

District Attorney’s Building Project - Update (2:50:47 PM)  (3:19:22 PM)
 
	Council Member Granato, seconded by Council Member DeBry, moved to close the Committee of the Whole meeting to discuss a real estate matter.  The motion passed unanimously.  

− − − − − − − − − − − − − −

	The Council reopened the meeting by motion during the closed session.

	Ms. Megan Hillyard, Associate Director, Administrative Services Department, stated in 2013, the Administrative Services Department presented a proposal to the Council for the construction of a new District Attorney building at a cost of approximately $54 million.  There were several problems related to that building proposal, so the Council requested the Administrative Services Department go back to the drawing board and rethink the proposal.  The proposal before the Council today is far superior to the 2013 proposal.  The location is ideal; the project is fully loaded and has adequate parking.  Two buildings (downtown location and West Jordan location) are being proposed to better serve the citizens of Salt Lake County.  The cost to lease is growing at a faster pace than the inflation associated with construction cost, making it more prudent to own the buildings than lease them.  

	Mr. David Hart, Consultant, MOCA, stated the proposal is to construct an 110,000 square foot downtown office building with approximately 280 parking stalls at a cost of approximately $30 million.  The West Jordan building would be a 35,000 square foot building, with approximately 17,000 square feet finished.  It would have 94 parking spots at an estimated cost of $5.8 million.  The upper floors of the building would remain a shell and be used for future expansion.  Adding the costs of the bonds, insurance, and construction contingency, the fixed limit for construction cost for the two buildings would be approximately $41.3 million.  The owner soft cost would bring the total construction cost for the two buildings to approximately $65.4 million.  The request before the Council is $20.1 million in additional funds.  This takes into account the cost associated with the property, which has been paid, as well as the remaining appropriation of $36.2 million.   

	Council Member Bradshaw, seconded by Council Member DeBry, moved that the Council allow the administration to issue the necessary RFQs and RFPs for the two buildings, indicating a total building project budget of up to $65.4 million, and is willing to appropriate the funding gap of $20.1 million, and to forward this request to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting for formal consideration.  The motion passed unanimously.

	Council Member DeBry stated he is very passionate about this proposal having worked in law enforcement.  The County will save more taxpayers’ dollars by building these buildings than if it continued to rent.  This makes good sense. 

	Council Member Snelgrove stated it is without a doubt a good deal for the taxpayers because owning buildings saves money as opposed to leasing office space. Also, the County can bond and borrow at 3.5 percent versus continuing to lease at escalating rates of 5 percent every year.  The County will also realize savings from increased productivity and increased convenience to the people of Salt Lake County.  Public safety is one of the most important things the County does and it needs to do it right.  These buildings are part of the equation.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦
  
CONSENT AGENDA:  (3:31:10 PM)

Local Transportation Corridor Preservation Fund 

	The Council reviewed the recommendations of the Salt Lake County Council of Governments for Local Transportation Corridor Preservation funding:

Herriman City		$600,000 to extend the Herriman Parkway Boulevard	

	Council Member Bradshaw, seconded by Council Member DeBry, moved to approve the application as recommended by the Council of Governments and forward it to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting for formal consideration.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Resolution and Real Estate Donation Contract

	The Council reviewed the following Resolution, Real Estate Donation Contract, and Declaration of Gift form.  The resolution authorizing execution of the contract, along with the Declaration of Gift form, has been placed on the Council agenda for final approval and execution:

	Premier Land Development regarding donation of land at 4999 South Meadow View Drive. 

	Council Member Bradshaw, seconded by Council Member DeBry, moved to approve the Resolution, Real Estate Donation Contract, and Declaration of Gift form and forward them to the 4:00 p.m. Council meeting for formal consideration.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

Other Business

Cancellation of Meetings

	Council Member Bradshaw, seconded by Council Member DeBry, moved to cancel the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings for Tuesday, July 7, 2015, and Tuesday, July 28, 2015.  The motion passed unanimously.

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦

	The meeting was adjourned at 3:31:35 PM.




					 _____________________________________                                                                           
					Chair, Committee of the Whole





					_____________________________________                                                                            
					Deputy Clerk

♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦
♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦   ♦♦♦
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