ST. GEORGE ART MUSEUM
Minutes of the Advisory Board Meeting
Wednesday April 15, 2015
Opening
Chairwoman Linda Sappington Called the meeting to order at 8:12 am
[bookmark: _GoBack]Present
Clayton Denos, Linda Sappington, Bette Arial, Kam Capik, Deborah Reeder
Approval of Minutes
Motion was made to approve the minutes of February 18, 2015 was made by Kam Capik and seconded by Clayton Denos.
Open Issues
Jenny McDowell has stepped down, leaving the board with no secretary.  April Cummings will act as a non-participating secretary.
Arts Commission Report
Kam presented minutes from Arts Commission Meeting on March 26th, 2015 at 7:30 am. RAP Tax update – the new board is being selected by the County Commissioner. There are very strict rules about who will be on the Board – there must be no conflict of interest.  Bette suggested that all Art Boards be identified.
There was an update on the presentation of the Award of Excellence to nominees – Roland Lee and Howard Putnam.  Presentation was made at the Thursday April 2nd City Council meeting with a reception following at the Red Cliff Gallery.
All Abilities Park – Mural project update.  A call for entries has been sent out to schools and organizations to create a mural for the park.
Utah Open and Public Meeting Act was reviewed – minutes for all meetings must be made public
Report on Utah Division of Arts and Museums:  Gary Sanders attended a meeting in Salt Lake City; they discussed grant reviews and shared ideas to see what other groups in Utah are doing.  Gary applied for local St. George arts agencies.
Art Festival Arts Commission Choice Award – selection of an artist for the award would be made at 10:00 am meeting
Art Around the Corner – artist reception took place on March 27th for the artists who created new sculptures for the display.  Bette attended the event and talked about the presentation made by L’Deane Trueblood, critiquing the sculptures; each artist also made a presentation about his/her own sculpture.  After 10 years of this event the general public has finally become more vocal and relatable to the sculpture exhibits, partly because of sculptures, like the big guitars, which are so polarizing.  
Electric Theatre update – construction is coming along.  Chairs have been ordered, theatre will hold 303 people.  Electric Theatre will sponsor space for artists.   Kent has suggested the possibility of artist workshops in the Electric Theatre in conjunction with the Museum. There was discussion of events that would be suitable in the Electric Theatre and likely to be successful in the community.
Upcoming events:  St. George Art Festival - April 3, 4
Mountain West Arts Conference May 7 in West Valley City; JJ Abernathy will attend, last year St. George won an award; the director of the National Endowment for the Arts will speak.
High School Events – spring plays and musical reviews
Exchange Club needs recognition for their contributions
Holiday of Harmony – High Schools at Tuacahn April 15, 15
Symphony Programs
Old Business
Review of the retreat:  discussion was about what came out of it and whether it was worthwhile.  Bette and Kam thought it was a good event but wondered how to follow up on ideas.
Deborah asked who needs board binders; Bette and Clayton don’t have one, Linda is not sure if hers is current, some of it seems to be different from others.  Deborah reviewed what is in it; will get board binders to those who need them by at next meeting.
This year no one visited artist at the Art Festival to solicit donations 2016 Soup N Bowl Silent Auction.  That means extra efforts will have to be made to get Silent Auction items.  Art Festival potters had been approached for the last 3-4 years.
Wedding Dress exhibit closes May 9th.  Linda will send “final opportunity to see this exhibit” article to newspapers.  Discussion about another Paper Dress fashion show but end of exhibit is too close to finals so students will not have time to participate.  Deborah is considering doing a paper dress competition in conjunction with fall fiber exhibits.
Upcoming exhibits:  Western art show – Ratner Collection; Cowboys in the Museum.   Bette talked about the history of ranching families in Southern Utah and Arizona Strip and suggested that efforts be made to involve those people still living and working ranches in the upcoming exhibits.  Including sessions of cowboy poetry, storytelling, Western music.  Clayton suggested targeting marketing at places like IFA, Cal Ranch and similar places to reach those people.  Suggestion was made about inviting them to the opening reception, Deborah suggested perhaps an event the next day – opening day to the public instead since opening night is for members only.
Resignation of Linda Lowe – motion was made by Bette to accept the resignation and thank Linda for her efforts; seconded by Kam.
 New Business
Third Thursday Art Conversation on April 16th Brides Speak, (4 speakers) may have low attendance because of conflict with Boy Scout event at Burns arena.  Jeffrey Holland speaking; Heritage Choir performing and Tuacahn preview will draw large crowd.
2016 National Parks exhibits with 3 juried shows discussion about Purchase Prize awards and how to fund them.  Large cash prizes are expected and necessary to draw quality artists.  Winner’s art is purchased for the collection.  Discussion about possible ways to obtain the money:  forma committee to raise money by soliciting businesses and individuals; use RAP Tax money; use Museum Contributor Fund money which comes from fundraisers, memberships and annual appeal.  $10,000 or more would be needed if there are to be multiple prizes.  There was discussion of how to find/reach residents with money.  Possibly designate The Home Tour specifically to raise money for this project.
Deborah explained that there will be 3 juried shows:  Pictured:  Close to Home, Our Own Spectacular National Parks; The West’s Most Spectacular National Parks and The Nation’s Most Spectacular National Parks.  Diana Turnbow will be juror.  We could choose our own purchase prize with recommendations from her.
No other new business
Director’s Report
Deborah introduced Maricarol Hansen – new staff member
She will be attending the American Association of Museums conference in Atlanta on April 24 – 29
She is taking a series of free webinars on copyright law pertaining to art.
Gallery Walk – Art on Main took place on March 13; 62 people visited the museum.  It may be the last Gallery Walk.  There was discussion about the First Friday event that will start in June and how the Museum could attach to that event.
Deborah is attending the Kite Festival on Saturday to promote the Summer Art and Culture classes.  Board members were provided with flyers about the classes to distribute.
The collection room storage has been expanded and almost all of the 2 dimension permanent collection is now installed on it.  She submitted a grant request for $15000 to help with the remaining 15 6’ panels that will cost $43, 165.  After the hanging project is complete the next room will house the 3D collection.
Deborah shared the artwork purchase at the 2015 Art Festival with Kent Perkins Art Festival Purchase Fund monies.
This was followed by a discussion of the possibility of expanding the Museum to include a gallery in the Social Hall and also to utilize the Ice Cream Parlor area as a venue to selling ice cream, lunch or other similar small scale food venue to draw people to the property and better utilize the site.  Bette will bring this idea up with City Council.
School Tours end May 6th.
Board members were asked to think about appropriate people to approach to join the Museum Advisory Board for next month.  Former Superintendent of Bryce Canyon NP (Fred?) applied for the RAP Tax board but was not accepted.  He may be good for the Museum Board.
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 9:35. The next general meeting will be at 8:00 on May 20, 2015.
Minutes submitted by:	April Cummings
Approved by:	[Name]
