
Newton Town Council Meeting
May 7, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Minutes
1. Opening Ceremony				4. Town Celebration Update
2. Approval of April minutes			5. Location of Veteran’s Memorial
3. Youth Council Update				6. Council Reports on Assignments	 

Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Kathryn Rigby, and Jed Woodward
 Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder)
Absent: Matt Phillips
Visitors present: Sarah Rigby, Doug Anderson, DeeDee Anderson, Don Brown, Becca Goodsell, Carrie Milligan, John Griffin, Allie Phillips, Maddie David, Jerrica Jensen, Chandler Parkinson, Kinley Porritt, Deputy Batt, Garth Benson, Brody Benson

1. Matt Hansen conducted the opening ceremony.

2. The April 2015 minutes were approved as written.

3. Newton Youth Council Update by Becca Goodsell. Mayor Christiansen expressed his appreciation for the youth council’s work with the town clean-up day, as well as, painting the playground equipment. Becca explained what the youth council worked on and stated the youth council is planning a summer kickoff party for all the youth.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Town Celebration Update – Doug Anderson, DeeDee Anderson and John Griffin. They explained that the celebration committee is sending a letter to the National Guard requesting a black hawk helicopter fly over for the memorial unveiling. Clair Christiansen asked if they planned on a key note speaker for those who lost their lives in military service. Clair will speak with Cleo to get information on those service men and forward that to DeeDee. DeeDee explained that the veteran’s pictures have been digitized and they could do a video presentation. Doug Anderson discussed possible locations for the placement of the veteran’s memorial. Doug will work with Zach Larsen and the builder to get the exact dimensions and the needed foundation information. Von Brown is working on getting a color guard for the celebration. John Griffin asked about getting a state flag to hang on the park flag pole. They also requested the council to consider renting port-o-potties for the mud obstacle course location. Doug will check into the cost. The theme for the celebration is “Newton Veteran’s humble duty to God, Country, and Home”. They will have a t-shirt with the theme in red, white, or blue. Deputy Batt said the Cache County Sheriff’s department does have an honor guard that they might be able to schedule. He also said to let him know how many officers’ they need for the parade. 
The Youth Council asked to be excused from the meeting.

Clair Christiansen thanked Deputy Batt for attending the meeting and expressed that he had a few concerns. Clair introduced Don Brown and asked him to explain one of his concerns. Don Brown said that he is concerned about the speed on Highway 23 (400 West) where he lives. He is very concerned that vehicles entering town from the south don’t slow down until they come to the intersection at Main Street. He feels there is excessive speeding along that section of highway in town. Deputy Batt will schedule increased patrol on that section of highway he will also look into scheduling the radar trailer to be placed in town.

Garth Benson asked about what he needed to do for a building permit for a new home. Karla Ferguson explained the procedure to him. The property would also need to be subdivided, so they were given an application and information and asked to contact the Newton Planning Commission for the subdivision.

5. Location of Veteran’s Memorial – The council looked at aerial photos of the park and discussed possible locations. Clair Christiansen said he would like to meet with Zach Larsen and the builder to look at locations. Clair described his and Matt Phillips meeting with the LDS church facilities coordinator, Brother Felix. At the meeting they discussed concerns with the sprinkler system on the ball diamond and discussed concerns with lack of water. Brother Felix will have a professional landscaper evaluate the system and install a rain monitor on the system. The weed control has not been done and they will put it back on the list to be completed. Clair Christiansen discussed the possible land donation from the LDS church of a 24’ x 30’area of the ball diamond. Clair explained to the LDS church that it would not be large enough and must be a building lot size. Clair discussed the process with the LDS church for the land donation.

Terri Stapley asked that all council members review the budget. Terri set up meetings with each council member to review their department budget. The budget hearing will be held June 4. Overdue water accounts were discussed.

9. Council Reports on Assignments – Kathryn Rigby reported that the Town Clean-Up day went well. Doug and MaRee Bird were the chairpersons and they typed up a summary of what was done. The number of dumpsters and costs were discussed. Kathryn explained that the Library is planning a fundraising dinner for June 19. They plan on it being a luau theme with a roasted pig and entertainment. Sarah Rigby explained the dinner and that the library received a $2,300 Cluff grant. Sarah said the Library and Fire Department plan on doing the Friday night dinner for the town celebration and they will coordinate with the celebration committee.
Matt Hansen reported that he is looking into roll up doors for the pavilion. Jed Woodward and Matt Phillips looked at the electrical in the pavilion and it does need to be upgraded. Matt Phillips is scheduling an electrician to work on it. Clair will follow up with Matt Phillips about it. It was discussed about having a fence installed at the soccer field and finding an Eagle Scout project for it. Clair expressed that we need to get the tennis courts up and may need to look at if we can put up a pickle ball net. Jed Woodward will look into an adjustable net for both tennis and pickle ball. 
Jed Woodward reported that the streets have been patched but still need chip/seal. The county will do the chip/seal on June 28 & 29. They also reshaped 100 South, just south of the park.
Clair Christiansen said he has heard that the requirement for a secondary water share is a concern but no one attended the meeting to talk about it. Clair has contacted Mendon, Hyrum, and Smithfield about their requirements for secondary water. Clair discussed each community’s policies on secondary water. The council also discussed different communities’ water rates. Holding a special meeting to discuss water restrictions was discussed.  It was decided to put water conservation ideas in the town newsletter and to possibly have the youth council deliver notices to homes about water restrictions. It was discussed to encourage residents to limit outside watering to not more than twice a week. Clair will follow up with Matt Phillips about ordering a flag for Dennis Barker. Clair asked council members to give a list of dog owners in their neighborhood to Karla for her to put a list together for the animal control officer to follow up with. 

The regular meeting adjourned. The Town Council voted to go into a closed session to discuss land acquisition.. Roll call vote to adjourn to a closed session: Clair Christiansen – yes, Jed Woodward – yes, Matt Hansen – yes, Kathryn Rigby – yes. In attendance of closed session, Clair Christiansen, Jed Woodward, Matt Hansen, Kathryn Rigby, Terri Stapley, and Karla Ferguson.

Minutes prepared by; 
________________________________________		___________
Karla R. Ferguson, Newton Town Clerk			Approval Date 
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