


Independence Town Council Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]May 12, 2015
Wasatch County Library/Senior Center, 465 E. 1200 S. Music Room, Heber, UT


1.	Mayor Sweat called the meeting to order at 7:00. Councilmembers Sabey, Ryan, Heaton, Duke and Laird were present.  

2.	Councilmember Rose Heaton led the pledge of allegiance.

3.	Councilmember Bill Duke led the prayer.

4.	The Council reviewed draft minutes from January 13, 2015. Councilmember Duke moved to approve the draft minutes. Councilmember Ryan seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

5.	Road maintenance discussion: Bid documents.  Council considered road maintenance priorities and the need for a draft scope of work/road specification for a private firm to perform budgeted work.  Councilmember Duke and Sabey reported that a many of the trees overhanging Duke Lane that were reported have been trimmed since the last meeting.  Last year’s work is holding up well.  The road near Eagle’s Rest is breaking away at the edge.  Mayor Sweat reported that the gravel road edge near the church gravel pit is breaking away and needs fill and asphalt.  Mayor Sweat emphasized the need to intercept rainwater, install a culvert and enhance bar ditches on the Center Creek dugway to prevent erosion from the runoff.

Council asked Mel McQuarrie to draft a scope of work/spec for each of the projects so the work can be bid this spring.   Mel will work with Mayor Sweat and Councilmember Duke and will return with a proposed scope at the May meeting.

6.	Septic ordinance discussion.  At the Mayor’s request, Ms. Hoffman researched the necessary ordinance changes to assure that property owners can subdivide to one-acre lots within the RA-1 zone, with the alternative septic system that the Council approved.  She reported that the Town would need to revise many of the background zoning ordinances to make subdivision into one-acre lots within the RA-1 zone feasible.  This process is not as simple as enacting a single ordinance and will involve revision and recodification of the entire background zoning.  She estimates a large inputting effort, public hearings, a recommendation from the Planning Commission and then Council action.  

The upside is that our code will no longer be a vestige of Wasatch County and will be our own product, that can be posted on our website.  The downside is that it’s a fair amount of work—probably 4-500 pages of code to input in an electronic format, a lot of reading and digesting for both the Planning Commission and the Council and many opportunities for significant discussion before both the Planning Commission and the Council about future growth.

Council wholeheartedly endorsed the project.  Ms. Hoffman recommended a comprehensive codification of the revised background zoning.  Councilmember Duke recommended considering a chapter or two at a time.

Council encouraged a process that would ease development of one-acre lots, enhanced nightly rental opportunities and stepping away from the influence of the County Code.

7.  	Legislative update.  Ms. Hoffman reported that the legislature considered the most bills in its history. The session focused on several public safety issues.  As a result of one bill, HB348, over three hundred traffic/drug possession offenses were decriminalized.  Ms. Hoffman also reviewed the new transportation funding authorized in HB362 and the timing for County authorization of .25-cent general sales tax, of which .10 cent would be attributed to cities and towns.  Ms. Hoffman reported that very few counties were motivated to place a sales tax increase on the ballot in November.  Ms. Hoffman suggested that the transportation sales tax would complicate the Town’s municipal election.  Council was clear that the Town would hold its own election and would not delegate our election to the County.

8.	Budget update:  Ms. Hoffman reviewed the timing for consideration of the 2015-16 budget.  She asked for budget item requests from the Council. Councilmember Duke asked if it was time to consider building a Town Hall. The Council thought it was too soon.

9.  	Ms. Hoffman reported on the price of tablets, reviewed the public contract pricing and discussed purchase options.  Council opted for full-sized tablets with 4G and Wi-Fi capability, purchased in ten pack pricing.  She also recommended a volume purchase of apps for the tablets that would allow the Council to view routine packet documents and would update themselves automatically.  Mayor Sweat and the council approved the proposal.

10. 	Ms. Hoffman gave a brief update on her research regarding options for penalties assessed to cell phone companies who do not deliver service as advertised.  The consensus was ATT and T-Mobile service works well within the town.  Verizon and Sprint are not reliable.  

11.   Councilmember Duke moved to adjourn at 8:16 p.m. Councilmember Ryan seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Dated this 12th day of May 2015.

  									 __________________________________________
Bill Duke, Mayor Pro Tem
Attest:
_______________________________
Jodi Hoffman, Acting Town Clerk	
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