Emery County Public Lands Meeting

May 5, 2015

10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  

PLC:  Mistie Christiansen, JR Nelson, Bruce Wilson, Mark H. Williams, Ed Geary, Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Laren Huntsman
PLC Staff:   Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Kelsey Berg, Bill Broadbear, Josh Winkler, Bryan Torgerson, Scott Jackson, Val Payne, John Anderson, Paula Wellnitz, Kristi Maxwell, Commissioner Brady, Mike Olsen
Excused:  Marc Stilson
1. Welcome:  Mistie welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  

2.  Approval of Minutes:  JR Nelson made motion to accept the April 7, 2015 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Rod Player, motion carried. 

3.  Chairman Comments:  Mistie asked her son’s fifth grade class from Ferron Elementary to present a musical number that they performed a couple of weeks ago at their school and this is why she does what she does.

Almost heaven, Emery County, Castle Country, Sids Leap, Goblin Valley, life is older, older than the trees, San Rafael Swell, and Rochester panel. 

All my memories gather around her, Devil’s Racetrack and Black Dragon Canyon, dark and dusty painted on the sky, winds are blowing constant, alkali in my eye.

I hear her voice in the morning out she calls me, the desert reminds me of my home far away and riding down the road I get a feeling that I should been home yesterday, yesterday.

Chorus:  Country roads take me home to the place I belong, Emery County, 

               Southeast Utah, take me home country roads.

Mistie thanked the children, teachers and Principal for their attendance.
4.  Report on Congressman Bishop PLI:  Commissioner Brady stated that they met with Chaffetz’s Office on Thursday and had good discussion. Mistie stated that they met as a Public Lands Council in a Work Meeting two weeks ago and discussed the Land Use Bill and brought everyone up to speed. 
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Don reported that the Abandoned Mine Closure Project is wrapping up this week.  They are waiting for the EA from the Contractor for the Nielson Gravel Pit south of Green River.  The Gillies Ranch Road EA is complete and are waiting for the document to come back from the County Commission and then for the ROW to be signed.  They are still waiting on the contractor for Millsite Dredging Project to get the surveys 
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completed. They have completed the scoping for the Nine Mile SRMA and hope to get a draft EA out the end of summer for the project.  The 2015 Oil/Gas Lease Sale EA is being prepared and expects it to be out the end of July early August.  They have received a drilling plan from XTO for the west Tavaputs area and that EA is under preparation and expected to be completed this fall.  The EIS for the Greens Hollow was completed in March and the DROD was put out.  They are working with the FS to do the EA for the Joes Valley Project to lease SITLA lands for recreation purposes and to have a cohesive management strategy for the area.  In June they will be doing a route by route evaluation for the Travel Management Plan.  They have a mega volunteer project on the 13th where they will have 300 USU students working on several different projects throughout their office.  They are working on obtaining a 404 permit for the extension of Swaseys Boat Ramp and hopefully will get the 404 permit and EA completed by end of August and they have also filed for some extra funds for the project.  
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  Steve Snyder reported that the Governor issued an executive order on February 25th on Greater Sage Grouse hoping to implement a conservation plan that was issued in 2013. The Division had 60 days to respond to this order on how they are going to implement it and they did such and are now working with PLPCO and DWR trying to create an MOU to define the language.  They are waiting on the listing decision by the federal agency in September.  In regards to coal mining, Deer Creek has been submitting reclamation documents to the Division for their review.  The Greens Hollow DROD comment period ended on April 17th and is now in the hands of federal agencies. In regards to SUFCO, their Hydrologist is meeting with water rights this next week in a planning meeting because they will be working out in the field this summer at SUFCO looking at what they want to do and analyzing the hydrology.  The BLM came out with non-switching to oil and gas hydraulic fracturing regulations that the Feds came out with and will be effective June 24th.  There are three lawsuits against this currently.  They are working with BLM to come up with an MOU on the hydraulic fracturing regulations for oil and gas.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Chris reported that they will be doing their gill netting survey this Friday at 8:00 am at Huntington North Reservoir.  Big Game permits were approved by the Wildlife Board last week.  They proposed an additional 500 permits on the Manti.  The buck/doe ratio is increasing on the Manti and is actually increasing statewide.  The cow elk draw starts on the 28th and will go for a few weeks.  Their next Regional Advisory Council (RAC) meeting on May 13th in Green River and will be addressing water fowl, upland game and Turkey recommendations.
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Kim Christie, Deputy Director for Utah Trust Lands Administration stated that 96% of their portfolio is for the public education system and is an honor to be able to manage these lands in such a way so that they can generate meaningful revenue to support these children.  They have entered into a lawsuit against BLM in regards to Wild Horse & Burro management.  He discussed the proposed grazing policies and rule changes that their Board has been looking at for the last year and passed out a handout of the proposed changes. 

Bryan reported that their Spring Auction will be June 3rd and all the information for the parcels being offered can be found on their website.  Their Board on the 27th and 28th will be meeting in Price.  On the 27th the Board will take a tour of Emery County looking at the public lands initiative and the lands involved in that and that evening from 6:30-8:00 there is a Board 
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Reception at the Holiday Inn Express and invite everyone to come and meet the Board.  On the 28th starting at 8:00 am will be their Board Meeting also at the Holiday Inn Express and invited everyone to attend this meeting as well.  They are working with the BLM on government lease to them for the Rock Climbing and Bouldering on SITLA parcels in Joes Valley. If BLM regulates those properties and charges fees so they are trying to create a network that all the lands will be managed in one single unit so they are working with the BLM to lease sections of lands for recreational purposes only.

Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Bill Broadbear reported that in regards to the Greens Hollow EIS, there were four objections filed and starting next week the review team will be looking at those objections to see how they compare to the project record and they will then make a recommendation to the Regional Forester.  In regards to the Joes Valley bouldering, the FS is required to do a notice of proposed action for this project and did appear in last weeks Emery County Progress for a 30 day period and the FS is receiving comments on it.  For Huntington Canyon, the Forest Supervisor has issued an order for an eight (8) mile section between Left Fork of Huntington and up to North Hughes Canyon that will remain closed to camping this year for the continuing threat of flooding and debris flows out of the side canyons.  This section will remain closed to camping but open for day use activities –hiking, horseback riding, fishing, picnicking.   In regards to the gates status – it will be another 7-14 days before the gate at Wrigley and the gate at Steven’s Creek can be open.  In another 7-10 days they will have the Miller’s Flat/Cottonwood area gates open for Memorial Day.  
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  None
Washington Delegation Staff:  Hannah Lockhart from Senator Lee’s Office reported that they are now following the RMP’s required by HB 323 and the counties efforts there.  They are very closely following the Sage Grouse issue and are doing everything they can on their side to make sure the listing does not happen.  They are following an issue with Bighorn Sheep and domestic sheep and have heard from a lot of the wool growers and grazers that they are nervous that their allotments may be pulled and they have been working with the DOI to see that this doesn’t happen.  They have a new energy and natural resource staffer that is coming onboard tomorrow his name is Chris Prandoni. 
Kelsey Berg from Congressman Chaffetz’s Office stated that she should just wait until after PLC Meeting as she reports everything in her emails.  One thing that Congressman Chaffetz has pushed is in regard to the NFL’s tax exemption status and are working towards revoking that tax exempt status.  On May 14th is a hearing for natural resources.  The Forest Service announced their decision to halt the proposed directive on ground water management for the next two years to talk to states and get more input on the issue.  They have met with the counties and are excited that things are moving forward and hope to be able to introduce the PLI in June.  In regards to the appropriations bill that the House passed there is a rider attached that prohibits implementation or enforcement of the Waters of the US Rule and waiting to see what the Senate will do on it.

6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel gave update on water situation.  The percent of precipitation over on the Price/San Rafael in April went up from 63% or normal to 65%; on the Dirty Devil went up from 78% to 81%; The reservoirs are doing excellent – Millsite – 68%; Joes Valley – 70%; Millers Flat – 78%; Cleveland – 93%; Rolson – 100%; Electric Lake – 59% and Huntington is at 73%.
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JR mentioned that At Your Leisure Program has been in Emery County filming for the Swell Cure for Cabin Fever Poker Ride.  Mistie stated that they have had several episodes on Emery County lately.  Rod mentioned that they will be coming to the bike festival.  

7.  Concerned Citizens:  Brad Petersen, Director of Outdoor Recreation for the State of Utah reported that in the 2015 Legislative session they secured a couple million dollars in Recreation Infrastructure Funding so if there are projects you can do some grants for them.  He encouraged everyone to take part in the survey on envisionutah.org website. He mentioned the USER (Utah Search and Rescue Assistance Card).  It is way for hikers, bikers, climbers, backcountry, anyone even fishing, hunting, ATVs & snowmobilers.  It is $25 for individual and $35 for a family for a year or you can a five card.  The benefit is that you won’t be charged in the event of that you are out there and need to be rescued.  The first part of June he is doing an event to help Kawasaki-USA who is based out of southern-cal where they bringing in new motorcycles and they will have shooting magazines come and the editors will ride the motorcycles on a state tour where they will end coming down thru Price, through the wedge, and should be in the publications by July/August. In respect to HB323 with respect to the counties RMPs he is working with Kathleen Clark through PLPCO that he is willing to work on the recreation side to help support these RMPs.

8.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

6-2-15 PLC Meeting.  Minutes approved as recorded.

