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April 15, 2015

 City, UT

Davis County Administration Building
Chair:  Mayor Len Arave, North Salt Lake City

Vice Chair:  Mayor Ken Romney, W. Bountiful City
Members present:

Mayor Randy Lewis, Bountiful City
Mayor Paul Cutler, Centerville City

Mayor Mitch Adams, Clinton City

Mayor Don Carroll, Fruit Heights City

Mayor Steve Hiatt, Kaysville City

Mayor Bob Stevenson, Layton City

Mayor Len Arave, North Salt Lake City

Mayor Tammy Long, South Weber City

Mayor Terry Palmer, Syracuse City
Mayor Erik Craythorne, West Point City

Mayor Jim Talbot, Farmington City
Mayor Beverly Macfarlane, Sunset City

Mayor Ken Romney, W. Bountiful City

Mayor Rick Earnshaw, Woods Cross City
Colonel Wade Lawrence, Vice Commander HAFB 
Angie Osguthrope, Chamber of Commerce

Gordon Eckersley, Davis School Board

Commissioner Bret Millburn, Davis County

Commissioner Jim Smith, Davis County

Commissioner JP Petroff, Davis County

Members excused: 

Mayor Mark Shepherd, Clearfield City

Colonel Ronald Jolly, Commander HAFB
Staff present: 
Staff Excused:

Barry Burton, DC Planning
Marlin Eldred, DC CED

Annette Hanson, DC CED
Janel Woolley, DC CED

Visitors:  Jennifer Somers – Rep. Bishop’s office, Rhonda Perkes – Rep. Stewart’s office, Matt Sibul, Eddy Cummins, Brianne Emery – UTA, Nathan Jackson – Senator Hatch’s office, Ben Wuthrich,  Wayne Bennion, Muriel Xochimitl – WFRC, Cameron Diehl – Utah League of Cities and Towns
1. Welcome to COG/Introductions – Len Arave 


Pledge: Mayor Long
Prayer:  Mayor Craythorne
2. Welcome to Sunset City – Mayor Beverly Macfarlane
Mayor Macfarlane welcomed the members of COG.  Sunset City is a very small, but very important piece of Davis County.  It is approximately 1.5 square miles (1.9 miles x .6) and is the home to around 5200 people.  Along with the mayor and council, the city offers support staff, fire, police and public works.  Sunset combines with Clinton City to offer recreational activities to its residents. The area was originally built as HAFB housing in sixties.  This means that much of the infrastructure dates back to that time; this is a challenge, but one that the City is managing fairly well.   The city has been known as "Sandridge", "The Range", "The Basin" and “The Summit,” and even “The Villages;” but in 1916 earned its name ‘Sunset City’ because of the magnificent sunsets over the Great Salt Lake. Sunset City is actively working to build on its historic reputation of being a beautiful place and strengthen its economic development for the good of Sunset City residents.
3. Business Items – Len Arave
Minutes from March 2015 were presented for approval. 

Motion: Mayor Earnshaw made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 2015 COG meeting as distributed via email. Commissioner Millburn provided the 2nd and the motion was unanimous.
4. UTA – Electric Bus – Matt Sibul
The Utah Transit Authority (UTA) is test-driving a new first-of-its-kind, high-tech vehicle that could one day take passengers along the Wasatch Front with less noise and no air pollution.  UTA is committed to improving air quality along the Wasatch Front, and this kind of vehicle is among the choices UTA will review as it considers its future fleet options.  
The BYD bus measures 60 feet long and is articulated, bending in the middle to allow for better cornering. The bus, a prototype, can transport up to 120 passengers and company officials said it has the longest drive range in the industry of 170 miles on a single charge.  UTA has found that that range can be reduced by terrain and load.  

COG members were invited to join the bus along its tour route and ‘take a ride’ if they had not already had this experience.  See Deseret News story:  http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865625879/UTA-testing-prototype-electric-bus.html?pg=all and link with more information on the bus: http://www.byd.com/na/auto/ElectricBus.html
5. Review New Projects: STP, CMAQ, and TAP  Programs - Ben Wuthrich 

Ben Wuthrich, from Wasatch Front Regional Council (WFRC) reviewed the process for requesting and receiving funding through WFRC’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  He then presented information on the applications received for 2016, along with the TIP recommendations for funding projects in the Surface Transportation Program (STP), Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ), and Transportation Alternative Program (TAP).  A handout of the recommended projects was disseminated to the board
6. Transportation Funding Discussion – Commissioner Millburn, Muriel Xochimitl, Cameron Diehl
Commissioner Millburn expressed thanks to the board for their support which led to the significant victory with the passage of HB 362.   Community and business leaders from all around the state celebrated the passage of HB 362, a comprehensive transportation funding bill, during the closing hours of the 2015 Utah State Legislature. 
Gas Tax Reform and Increase: H.B. 362, a comprehensive approach to addressing part of the funding shortfall for Utah’s transportation system was passed just before the session closed.  This took significant effort.  Commissioner Milburn expressed gratitude to COG and reiterated the importance of letting your voice be heard on issues; every voice makes a difference.  

Muriel Xochimitl from WFRC discussed the changes in the Motor Fuel Tax

· Motor Fuel Tax Change:   Effective January 1, 2016 the current 24.5 cents per gallon state gas tax will be converted to a 12 percent tax rate; this is equivalent to an immediate increase of 5 cents per gallon. To limit potential price volatility, there is a fixed floor (which increases with CPI) and ceiling.  Approximate range 29 – 40 cents.  The new motor fuel tax will automatically come to your municipality via the B&C allocation process. Counties, cities, towns, and transit systems will start receiving funds 2-3 months later
Cameron Diehl, Utah League of Cities and Towns (ULCT) discussed the local option piece of HB 362:
· Local Option Transportation Sales Tax & Benefits of H.B. 362: Counties are authorized to enact a .25% general sales tax for transportation after voter approval. (This refers to the ‘fourth quarter’ cent tax; Davis County has not yet enacted the ‘third quarter’ cent tax.)  This tax has more flexibility in use than does the motor fuel tax.  ULCT feels there are important considerations in regard to the Local Option portion of HB 362: 
· Timeline 

· Voter turnout (depends on cycle:  municipal vs general election) 

· Public entity: what your city/town can and cannot do 

· Education effort/campaign organization (Utah Transportation Coalition-UTC)

· Election administration 

· Images of each entity (cities, towns, counties, transit, private sector, media) 

· Other issues on the ballot during the election cycle

Before imposing the tax, the majority of the county legislative body must vote to put this item on the ballot.  Timing is very important, as is unity of support.  
For this tax to go to the voters on the next election, a determining decision must be made by August.  
The UTC is willing to conduct a campaign to support the proposition if Salt Lake City and at least one other major urban county choose to put the local option before the voters for the next election.  While effort by UTC is contingent upon a sufficient number of counties seeking to impose the tax at the same time, their support represents a considerable benefit for all, as combined endeavors have an exponential effect.  

ULCT has drawn up an informational resource that each municipality should have received by email.  You may access and utilize this information with councils and your community, by visiting their website http://www.ulct.org/
There has been a question as to what ‘maintenance of effort means and how it will affect each municipality’s budget.   It has been determined that the local option may not supplant existing general fund appropriations that a city, town, or county has budgeted for transportation as of the date the tax becomes effective. For clarification:  If the tax becomes effective in November 2015, then the maintenance of effort baseline is the FY 2016 budget. The “maintenance of effort” does not apply to a transportation capital or reserve account established before the tax becomes effective and it expires in 2020.

Motion: Mayor Adams made a motion to move forward with putting the local option tax to the voters on the ballot in 2015.  Mayor Carrol provided a second.  After some discussion regarding the importance of further discussion at a city level, inviting and including full participation by councils, the second was withdrawn and the motion died for lack of support.

The direction was to take this discussion to a city level at the council meetings in May and then readdress with full COG after those councils have been held.
7. Adjourn   
Motion: Commissioner Petroff made a motion to dismiss.  Mayor Hiatt provided the 2nd and the motion was unanimous. 

                                                                                                                                   Meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm


Future Agenda Items:  Send Future agenda items to Annette Hanson ahanson@daviscountyutah.gov **        **Must be received at least 48 hours prior to the meeting**                              
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