
 
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (DTEC) 

MINUTES 
August 18, 2010 

 
PRESENT 
 
Jim Eardley, Chair, Washington County Commission 
Jerry Lewis, UDOT Commissioner 
Ken Sizemore, Five County AOG 
Myron Lee, DMPO Planning Manager 
Nathan Lee, UDOT 
Curt Hutchings, Dixie MPO 
Steve Call, FHWA 
Matt Ence, Santa Clara City Council 
Mike Empey, Congressional Aide, Jim Matheson 
Larry Bulloch, St. George City Public Works Director 
 
ABSENT 
 
Bruce Fishburn, Stanley Consultants 
Bob Lamoreaux, Stanley Consultants 
Chris Hart, Ivins City Mayor 
Monty Thurber, Engineering Associate, St. George City 
Troy Torgersen, UDOT 
Cameron Cutler, Assistant City Engineer, St. George City 
Ross Romero, Washington City 
Wally Ritchie, Santa Clara City Manager 
David Glenn, Ivins City 
Jerry Blair, Ivins City Council 
Bill Swenson, St. George City 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Eardley called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. 
 
MINUTES 
         
 Approval of June 16, 2010 minutes 
 
Myron Lee said that in the minutes of June 16, 2010, he was erroneously listed as 
having seconded the motion to approve the minutes of May 19, 2010.  The person who 
seconded that motion was actually Chairman Eardley.   
 
Motion: Commissioner Lewis made a motion to accept the Minutes of June 16, 

2010, with the correction indicated above.   
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Second: Matt Ence seconded the motion. 
Vote:  All voted “aye,” and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 Long Range Plan Status Report / Myron Lee 
 
Myron said that in recent months his team has been looking at fiscal constraints on the 
long-range plan. He has prepared a document entitled “DMPO Draft Revenue 2011-
2040.”  A copy of that 112-page pdf file may be requested from the Office of the 
Washington County Commission.  Myron reiterated that this is a work in progress and 
will continue to evolve. 
 
In May this Board was asked to put together some funding assumptions; using those, 
along with state funding sources and assumptions, he has developed a spreadsheet.  
The spreadsheet uses those data and projects them out for thirty (30) years. The 
bottom-line numbers tell us what we will have to spend on transportation in the next 
three decades. The next step is to approve the project estimate numbers and 
appropriations.  As we bring projects into this 30-year plan, we also need to be thinking 
about air-quality standards.   
 
The next step is to approve the cost estimates for each of these projects and then go to 
the modeling programs and estimate population growth over that same time period to 
determine if our plans will meet the needs of expected population.  Over time some of 
the projects in Phases I, II, and III will be re-prioritized and supplemented, hopefully with 
some of the Vision Dixie planning guidance and BRT.  We want to begin emphasizing 
transit planning as the population grows and demands that transit option.  Over the next 
month we’ll be refining the list and editing chapters; by June of 2011, we’ll have a plan 
that’s ready for public comment.   
 
Chairman Eardley asked about population estimates, and Myron said that the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget show that the population is 150,000 in 
Washington County and 92,000 in the MPO area.  Those statistics project 250,000 by 
2015; however, those projections can change with the census numbers that will soon be 
coming out.  We anticipate continued growth but don’t know at what rate.   
 
Ken said that the census numbers won’t be released for a couple of years, so now we’re 
relying on 12-year-old data, which makes it difficult to project.  But figures provided by 
the Department of Workforce Services are probably more accurate. 
 
 BRT Study / Curt Hutchings 
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Curt said that by the time the population reaches 200,000 a BRT line will become 
viable; however, prior to that, an expanded bus service is viable now from St. George to 
Hurricane. The Springdale portion of that line is also viable today from a ridership 
standpoint, but it is not viable if the connection from St. George to Hurricane does not 
exist.   
 
It might be beneficial to review the case studies in Cache Valley and Park City where 
transit systems are highly evolved.  We should ask SunTran about its long-term plan 
and how it ties into the rest of our transportation theory.  Typically, a transit system is 
paid for through a sales-tax increase that has to be voted on by the public.  Larry 
Bulloch commented that a private company could never run a transit system the way a 
municipality can because of the tax revenue necessary to sustain it.   
 
 HUD Sustainable Communities Grant 
 
A document entitled “Fact Sheet on HUD’s Sustainable Communities Regional Planning 
Grant Program” was distributed.  A copy is available in the Office of the Washington 
County Commission.   
 
Ken Sizemore also distributed a letter dated August 18, 2010, to Mayor Tom Hirschi 
from the Dixie MPO, a copy of which is available in the Office of the Washington County 
Commission.  This letter is in support of Hurricane City’s efforts to honor the terms of 
the Corridor Preservation Agreement signed in early 2009 by Hurricane City, St. George 
City, Washington City, Washington County, Dixie MPO, and UDOT.  Myron said that the 
purpose of the letter is not to argue with the Lowe Family about specific solutions, but 
rather simply to support the City of Hurricane.  Hurricane City Council meets this week 
and proposes to write a letter of response to the Lowe Family, indicating that they don’t 
see a need to back off of the plan that is already in place.   
 
There is already a lengthy agreement that was signed by all parties in 2009.  Chairman 
Eardley asked for a consensus on the content of the letter.  There was some discussion 
concerning adding a paragraph to the letter, describing that this will be included in 
Phase Two of the Long Range Plan.  Ultimately, that option was rejected.   
 
Motion: Matt Ence made a motion to accept the August 18, 2010, letter to Mayor 

Hirschi and the Hurricane City Council, as written.   
Second: Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion. 
Vote:  All voted “aye,” and the motion passed unanimously. 
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UDOT/FHWA BUSINESS / Nathan Lee 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Ken Sizemore presented a few information items: 
 

 The old Welcome Center was decommissioned, and it now has a temporary 
location at the Dixie Center.  It was thought that SITLA would make available a 
parcel near Exit 2, but that has changed; the new Welcome Center is now going 
to be located at the Port of Entry in the northbound lanes.   

 The Highway 9 Corridor Management Plan Scenic Byway, it appears that 
Hurricane does not want to participate in that planning process, nor does Kane 
County; so the planning will start in LaVerkin and end at the east boundary of 
Zion National Park. 

 There will be an attempt to file a bill under the new legislature, which requires the 
legislature to approve the Corridor Management Plan, hopefully in the next 
session. 

 
NEXT MEETING: 
 
A conflict exists for Chairman Eardley for a meeting on September 15th, so it was 
decided to hold the next DTEC meeting on Wednesday, September 22, 2010.   
 
 
 
Having no other business, Chairman Eardley adjourned the meeting at 1:25 p.m. 
 
 
 


