Monticello City Council 

February 10, 2015

MONTICELLO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday ▪ February 10, 2015 ▪ 7:00 p.m. 
17 North 100 East, Monticello, UT


Items 1-4 were part of the Municipal Building Authority Meeting held prior to this City Council Meeting. 


5. Call to Order - The regularly scheduled meeting of the Monticello City Council was called to Order by Mayor Tim Young, at 7:12 p.m. The following persons were present for all, or portions of the meeting.

City Officials


Mayor Tim Young

City Council



Scott Frost 

Monte Wells

Steven Duke

George Rice

Rick Clark


City Manager: Ty Bailey

City Recorder: Cindi Holyoak

Visitors


Mary Cokenour, Lee Bennett, Chris Baird, Amber Johnson, and Bayley Hedglin.

6. Invocation/Opening Remarks - Mayor Young invited anyone in the audience or the governing body to offer a prayer or opening remarks.  A prayer was given by Councilman Scott Frost.


7. Minutes Review/Approval - The minutes were mailed with the agendas. 


 6. Mayor Young not present. 

MOTION was made by Councilman Rick Clark to approve the minutes of the Monticello City Council meeting held on January 27, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott Frost and passed unanimously.  

8. Public Comment




Bayley Hedglin discussed her intentions of attending a class to become a Certified Economic Developer. She and Pam Hanson would like to attend. The County is paying the fees for one individual. The Learning Center Expo for Arts and Math will be held on April 10 & 11 at the Blanding CEU Campus. 
 

9. Payment of Bills - Questions and answers were directed to the following bills:




#41297: Jr Jazz Refereeing

#41289: Patio Tables and Umbrellas for new building which was paid out of the general checking. There was a question as to whether this should be an MBA payment. 


#41315: Steel Rod for Rec Department trail groomer. 


#41326, 41327: City Attorney, Utah State Treasurer

            MOTION was made by Councilman Scott Frost to approve the bills as paid.  The motion was seconded by Councilman George Rice and passed unanimously.

10. Employee Recognition 
             
A letter was received by the Utah Local Governments Trust announcing a payment of 2,578.85 to the City for implementing safety awareness programs and audits. The Public Works Department has documented and implemented the program led by Superintendent Langston. 
   


11. Planning & Zoning Update



Chairperson of the Planning Commission, Lee Bennett, said the Council has assigned the Planning Commission to address the following codes: RV parks, the R.V. regulations and short term rental houses. She informed the Council that the Commission has determined that if the Council would like to revise the RV Park ordinance it will be relatively easy to fix. The RV code in residential areas precludes the parking of RV’s in these zones. Chairperson Bennett Said the Planning Commission is looking at revising the code to be more lenient and have determined this revision will be difficult because the allowances will affect almost all the zoning areas in the City Code. It will have to be changed line by line through the entire code. If the short term rental issue is written as an ordinance, it will also affect several codes. It is recommended that these two codes be revised at the same time. She said some of the solutions may be unpalatable to some citizens. The short term rental by definition, is less than 30 days in the dwelling in R-1 and R-2 zones. She asked if someone wants to rent, does the City want to regulate, and if so, how? Public hearings have been held and well attended. Chairperson Bennett provided a description of the discussions held on the short term rental homes to the Council for review.  She summarized the discussions and stated some pros and cons. At this point, she said the Planning Commission has not heard a single owner of a home in a residential neighborhood speak for this issue. The Planning Commission would like to encourage the voice of these individuals. The Utah State Courts are undecided as to whether short term rental properties are considered a business or not. The Planning Commission is waiting for instruction from the Council as to whether to proceed to work on drafting a code. Mayor Young said the short term housing is going to be an issue and if we are going to allow it, we should have it writing that it is allowed. Chairperson Bennett said ACM Crane has put some statistics together for the Planning Commission to review. They would like to find a way to allow the STR’s that will not hurt the neighborhoods. Manager Bailey said first, the short term rentals should be recognized in the code and currently they are not. Chairperson Bennett said people are concerned that proper taxes are collected, insurance paid, and that the nuisance of people coming and going can be mitigated. There are codes in place to enforce noise issues, etc. The question is where does this fit?  Currently the prospective homes are in the R-1 and R-2 zones. If they are deemed commercial this should not be allowed. Amber Johnson said there is a concern on what the short term rentals could do to the rental market for long term. Mary Cokenour said where she lived in Pennsylvania short term rentals were allowed and regulated as a home occupation. She said it was determined that people looking for these types of properties don’t usually compete with a hotel.  Mayor Young said he would like to see them regulated and that it would be necessary to track this activity. Councilman Duke said this is something the Commission should work on. Chairperson Bennett said there are also questions about fire code safety within the dwellings. The consensus was for the Planning Commission to proceed with all three codes. There was discussion about providing more advertising to bring people to a hearing about the short term rentals. Mayor Young suggested providing a sample document providing the regulation being considered. Chairperson Bennett said she would really like to hear the concerns before a proposal is written. Councilman Wells said there has been discussion about just making the owners register with the City to start with and then hear from the public about any issues.  Manager Bailey said comments might be put in categories of for or against with reasons. Mary Cokenour said with the rentals in Pennsylvania there was great incentive to improve the properties which improved the values of surrounding properties. 

12. Consider Vehicle Sale/Purchase
  
Manager Bailey said Chief Adair is looking to replace a 2003 Durango. He is looking at a county truck which is now available. He approached Manager Bailey for support in a purchase/sale. There is also a car which is assigned to a jail commander which is available. Councilman Wells said when he was in law enforcement, they traded cars. He said with the San Juan County personnel, who back up our officers, he has wondered why the trend is for everyone to have their own car. He said maybe the City should try to do more sharing. Councilman Clark said he would be concerned about overlap. Manager Bailey said he would be concerned about a call that would require more response than the one officer on call. Councilman Wells said the citizens pay for a lot of law enforcement between city, county, and state officers. He said he has been looking at Speilman reports and activities and he doesn’t think we’re getting what we should from tax payer money. He said it appears only one officer is pulling the weight. Councilman Clark said maybe the personnel topic should be a topic for a different time. Wells asked what happens if a car breaks down and the department is down to three cars? Councilman Frost said the Durango should not be kept. He said it is always in the shop. Mayor Young said they will share vehicles. 
MOTION was made by Steven Duke to proceed with the vehicle trade/purchase as presented. The motion was seconded by Scott Frost and opened for discussion.

Councilman Scott Frost – Aye
Councilman Rick Clark – Aye
Councilman Monte Wells – Aye
Councilman Steven Duke – Aye
Councilman George Rice – Aye
The motion passed unanimously. 

13. Consider CIB Priority List

The list was provided in the packet for the Council to review. Manager Bailey said it is time to submit the priority list to CIB.
MOTION was made by Councilman Rick Clark to approve the CIB priority list as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilman Georg Rice and opened for discussion. 

Councilman Scott Frost – Aye
Councilman Rick Clark – Aye
Councilman Monte Wells – Nay
Councilman Steven Duke – Aye
Councilman George Rice – Aye
The motion passed. 


14. Governing Body/Administrative Communications

  


         14.1 Superintendent Langston provided a report to the Council on the water storage and usage. The golf course has used a little more water in 2014-15 than last year. Usage was up this year from last year but Superintendent Langston said this could be due to a bad meter which has been replaced. The new well should be ready to pump for this summer. Mayor Young would like to see data on the City’s use of water. Superintendent Langston said he can provide that data. He also said the Council will need to decide what to do with the secondary rates for the upcoming season. He would like to have a decision by March. He said he is in favor of lowering the base rate and adding tiers for higher usage. Mayor Young asked for a few proposals to bring before the Council. 
   
            14.2 The airport fuel tank is not in compliance for Jet “A” fuel. Manager Bailey is waiting for more information about getting it replaced. 


   

14.3. Maverik has offered a price to purchase Mike Bailey’s property. 


14.4 Manager Bailey presented some proposals for replacing ACM Crane. He said the idea is to save money overall and move some of the budget from administrative salary down to the supervisory levels. Councilman Duke suggested talking to the Recreation Committee about the recreation director. The Council was in favor of option 1. 

16. Upcoming Agenda Items



8
    

16.1. Secondary Water Rates – March 10



17. Meetings: 


18. Adjournment
            
MOTION was made by Councilman Steven Duke to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilman Monte Wells and passed unanimously.


ATTEST:  ____________________  

                              Cindi Holyoak, Recorder
Minutes APPROVED by: ___________________


DATE:  ___________

                                           Mayor Tim Young
Page 1 of 2
Page 3 of 2

