


                                   SALT LAKE CITY SISTER CITIES ORGANIZATION BOARD 
                                                      OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, April 9, 2015
5:00 – 6:00 pm
East Millcreek Library
2250 E. Evergreen Avenue 
Salt Lake City, UT 84109

The regular Sister Cities Board of Directors meeting for Salt Lake City was held on Thursday, April 9, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at the East Millcreek Library, 2250 E. Evergreen Avenue, Salt Lake City, UT 84109

Board Members Present: Ms. Jinger LaGuardia (Vice Chairperson);  Ms. Nicole Gallo (acting secretary recording minutes); Ms. Rosemary A. Holt; Dr. Anne Erickson; Ms. Margaret Yee; Dr. Olga Efimova;  and  James Nelson, guest.
Excused: Ms. Karen Wiley, (Chairperson); Mr. Jorge Arce‑Larreta; Dr. Jeanette Misaka, 

WELCOME
5:10 PM
Vice Chairperson Jinger LaGuardia called the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.

Jinger LaGuardia suggested that we continue going forward with our Board meeting like other boards are doing until the City appoints our new staff.  We will be responsible for our staff duties. Our meetings will be at our new location East Millcreek Library, 2250 E. Evergreen Avenue, Salt Lake City, UT 84109

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
After reviewing the minutes, Jinger LaGuardia called for a motion to approve the Sister Cities Board of Directors Meeting minutes for March 12, 2015.
Anne Erickson, moved to approve the minutes with corrections, Margaret Yee, seconded the motion; all voted "aye," the motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT SECTION IN MINUTES
No comment. 

UPDATE ON TRUJILLO, PERU
Trujillo as a sister city has been transmitted to the Mayor’s Office for review still waiting for date. Jorge Arce‑Larreta has been e-mailing Karen with updates.  Mr. Jorge Arce‑Larreta, excused absence.



CITY UPDATES 
Jinger LaGuardia, update on the correspondence to Karen from the City. We are currently still without staff. The City does not know when they will resolve this problem. Karen does not know what the balance of our budget is, but would like the remainder of our financial request to be presented.  Karen knows we need to pay the Sister Cities International annual dues of $970.00, also.

UPDATE ON IZHEVSK, RUSSIA FROM Ms. OLGA EFIMOVA
Olga, Said they had there D day celebration and a great turnout. She needs the balance of the Izhevsk budget for a gift exchange.  Olga has VIPs From Russia coming to the upcoming events.

UPDATE ON CHERNIVTSI, UKRAINE FROM Ms. ROSEMARY HOLT
Rosemary reported that there is still much unrest in the Ukraine now. Even though we are not hearing a lot about it in the news, it is getting worse. Energy supplies are being cut off.  She has a request for medical aid from our Sister City in Ukraine, of over 26 years. We have the LDS church support to send containers, yet again the communications from the Mayor of Ukraine are being ignored by the Mayor of Salt Lake. His office response has been he does not have staff to respond. Rosemary had to respond to Chernivtsi, Ukraine on the Mayor's behalf and cc. Mayor Becker, but this is very unprofessional and is not in accordance to international protocol. She will continue to work on what Sister Cites can do to help.  Rosemary said it is a very difficult and political time.  We will do our best to make a plan to take this info to the Mayor’s office. She would very much like to know the balance of Chernivtsi funds.  She would like to request it to help with the emergency aid, thank you.

UPDATE ON MATSUMOTO, JAPAN FROM Dr. JEANETTE MISAKA
Jeanette Misaka, excused absence, sent in her update. She is still waiting for Sister City board to send her a letter, recognizing her appointment.  She would still like a letter of recognition as the new representative, to Matsumoto Japan from Mayor Becker and City Council.  
Jeanette joined the events and dinner held for the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the United State of America,  Kenichiro Sasae and his wife. Along with many distinguished guests from Utah and Washington DC. Other events and festivals coming up will mail flyers on them.
The 60th anniversary is fast approaching, would like to request the balance of the Matsumoto Japan's budget to help with the planning this big event.  Jeanette said she ran in to Mayor Backer and he definitely wants to be involved in this 60th anniversary celebration and to please keep him informed.  If anyone else on the board would like to volunteer to help with this event she would love our support. Jeanette hoped the board would get a table at the 60th anniversary celebration to show support, for Salt Lake’s oldest Sister City.

UPDATE ON KEELUNG, TAIWAN, FROM MARGARET YEE
Margaret is very busy with all the events and Government diplomats. Would like the Sister City Board to attend the events, sponsor a Gold $500 table and a $50 flower basket at the Bing Kong Tong 29th National Banquet dinner, May 3 2015 at 6:30pm.  Salt Lake City was selected to host the 29th National Convention for 2015, this is a great honor.  Margaret is disappointed in the inability to communicate with the Mayor’s office.  So many very important people will be here. Opening Ceremony will be held May 3, 10:30am at the Rose Wagner Theatre 138 West 300 South, SLC.  Chinese dance, Lion Dragon, and Kung Fu, performance.  Margaret needs the Taiwan pins order approved for gifts to be given out to the guest and diplomats at this event.

UPDATE ON TORINO, ITALY FROM NICOLE GALLO
Nicole, requests to remain the same until someone from the city responds to it.  Same as last meeting.  "She is still waiting on the letter inquired from last meeting about why the Sister Cities Board is not notified when events happen that involve their cities.  The Torino Sister City student exchange groups that visited Salt Lake City, for the last 3 years needs to give the Mayor’s Sister City Board its report on the events, to complete our annual reports. The Board was not informed.  Request made for Eric Shaw to look into why the Board is not kept informed, will now be presented to Mayor Becker by Karen and Nicole.  Karen will draft a letter before January and send out to everyone for input about their lack of communications from the Mayor’s office also.  Maybe the Sister City Board Chair needs to be copied on all incoming and outgoing communications so the board is kept current.  Karen is still working on it. Nicole would like to know the balance of the Torino budget for gifts exchange, thank you.

BUDGET ALLOCATION DISCUSSION
Update, Karen had submitted receipts for funds and funding of Ukraine expenses, Ukraine pins bill is paid.  
  
SCHEDULE NEXT BOARD MEETING
Next meeting will be held on date to be determined through email correspondence, we will reserve a room at the East Millcreek Library.
 
Motion to adjourn by Jinger, seconded by Ms. Anne Erickson all voted "Aye," the motion passed; there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:10p.m.
For complete transcript of meeting please refer to recording.
 
Jinger LaGuardia Vice Chairperson
Sister Cities Board of Directors

Approved 5/12/15 – Karen Wiley, Chair
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