
 MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD APRIL 27, 2015 BEGINNING AT 9:15 A.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM #1, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Commission Chairman Ron Winterton, Commissioner Greg Todd, Commissioner Ken Burdick, Public Works Director Glen Murphy, Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred, Mr. Treven Grant, and Clerk-Auditor JoAnn Evans taking minutes of the meeting. 
Absent 

 None
Public Works/Landfill Update
Director Murphy reported they had rotor-milled a road in the Arcadia area. Nielson Construction took part of the materials. There really wasn’t very much good material for them to have. There was discussion on the progress of the Event Center and the Justice Center. Director Murphy stated that there needs to be some direction given to those of his crew that are working down at the fairgrounds.  He feels like they are just turning their wheels not knowing if everyone is on the same page. They need to have Surveyor Jerry Allred go down and look at the grades. There were arrangements made to go down and meet with Director Murphy, Clint Curtis, and Jerry Lisonbee tomorrow morning to help everyone out. There was a discussion on shale and gravel pits and the needs of the projects going on in the county pertaining to how much is needed. There was made mention of the Wells Draw road and the construction that will start in the future.
Consideration Of Vouchers
Deputy Clerk-Auditor Connie Sweat joined the meeting at 10:45 A.M…
The commission reviewed vouchers # 131496 through # 131546 dated April 27, 2015, in the amount of five hundred thirty three thousand two hundred and one dollar and eight cents ($533,201.08) as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Todd motioned to approve the vouchers as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
. 

Consideration Of Tax Adjustment- Auditors Office

Commissioner Todd motioned to accept the tax adjustment from the Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

Consideration of Business License Application for J & L Trucking
Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the business license for J & L Trucking as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration of Business License Application for Brandon Hincks
Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the business license for Brandon Hincks as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Discussion And Consideration With Mountain West Ranches Concerning Greenbelt Taxes Assessor Greg Garff joined the meeting at 9:31 A.M…Treasurer Stephen Potter joined the meeting at 9:32 A.M….
Mr. Grant stated a few weeks prior he had attended a meeting concerning some property that Mountain West Ranches owned in the Rabbit Gulch area. He would like to give the commissioners a letter of rebuttal concerning that matter. He believes that matter was overly exaggerated. 
Mr. Grant stated that Mountain West Ranches purchased some property in the Talmage area in 2008 and it was on greenbelt at the time of the purchase. They put it back on greenbelt and then later subdivided the property. Somewhere in the mix it got rolled off of greenbelt. They then did not pay the taxes on the property for a couple of years and once again put it back on greenbelt. There are taxes still owing on the years it was rolled off. He was hoping that the commission could help him with some of the cost of the roll off. Chairman Winterton explained to Mr. Grant that previous years taxes have already been distributed to those districts who tax. We cannot get that money back. He also explained to Mr. Grant how tax money is the money used to set the budget for Duchesne County and the programs ran within the county. It would be hard to fill your request knowing that you just ignored the taxes for a couple of years. You do have a responsibility to pay your taxes. Whatever the commission does it has to stay consistent with everyone and everything. 
Discussion With Mountain West Ranches Concerning Tax Sale Ordinance 15-342
Mr. Grant stated that when he first read the changes in the tax sale ordinance he had a knee jerk reaction and thought that is company was being targeted. Then he thought about it and decided to make an appointment to see the commission and see what the reasoning behind the ordinance was. Chairman Winterton stated that Duchesne County has an 84% percent collection rate on taxes. He also explained again the Mr. Grant about how the county’s budget and taxes work hand on hand. Duchesne County’s goal every year is to collect as much of that year taxes as possible to help with the next year’s budget. We are trying to close the loop holes that cause us to not collect the taxes owed each year. This ordinance was a way to help with that. There was discussion on how the county would police who owed taxes at the time of the tax sale registration. There was also discussion on collusive bidding and how that worked. 
Building Official Department Update
Building Official Department Head Karl Mott joined the meeting at 9:43 A.M…Treasurer Stephen Potter re-joined the meeting at 9:47 A.M…
Mr. Mott reported that most items in his department were down because of the oil field declining. Building permits are down by 35%, evaluations are down by 54%, the building permit fees are down by 52%, and the plan reviews are down by 61% from last year. We do have twenty one single family dwellings ready to go. When the oil field picks back up we expect that the building permit fees will go back up also.
Discussion And Consideration Of Building Safety Proclamation
Mr. Mott stated May is National Safety Month. The proclamation he is presenting for consideration is a way to support that. The Utah Chapter of ICC (International Code Council) has proposed that each year the past president of the chapter will receive a donation and a plaque in support of a community service project. This is part of the building safety proclamation. This year Mr. Mott is the past president and he would like to give the donation and plaque to the Klic (Keep Love In Communities) organization here in Duchesne. They are an organization that helps people who have been diagnosed with cancer. They give them gas vouchers or grocery vouchers and even motel vouchers. They never give out cash. They are always trying to help people who may be struggling financially during a medical crisis. Almost all of the money that is raised for Klic is kept here to help the people in our county. It is a great benefit to many people. Commissioner Todd motioned to approve the Building Safety Proclamation. Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 
Consideration Of Tax Deferrals
Ms. Tina Bailey joined the meeting by tele-conference at 11:05 A.M… 
Treasurer Potter stated that Ms. Tina Bailey would like to have a tax deferral on her property. She has stated that she has not been receiving her tax notices and did not realize she was behind on her taxes. Ms. Bailey stated that she is trying to work with Mountain West Ranches on the first two years of the taxes owed. She has not heard back from them yet. She believes that she cannot accomplish what she needs to before the tax sale occurs. Clerk - Auditor Evans stated that because there are so many unknown answers to the questions that have been asked this property can be pulled from the sale instead of being deferred, that way Ms. Bailey will have time to find the answers she needs to what happened with her property. 
Discussion And Consideration Of Compressed Natural Gas Fueling Station
Chairman Winterton reported on trying to get a compressed natural gas fueling station here in Duchesne for the county workers who use natural gas in their vehicles. We need to decide if it will be a private or public facility. One of the business owners here in Duchesne has said he would put in a natural gas station, but nothing is being done on it yet. Do we wait it out or do we move forward because of the needs we have now? There is a low pressure system we could put in for around four hundred thousand dollars ($400,000.00) or there is a high pressure system for around five hundred thirty thousand dollars ($530,000.00). There was discussion on the pros and cons of which kind of station would be better. There was also discussion on where to put a station for the employees that could possibly be used by the public at a later date. Commissioner Burdick motion to accept preparation for a compressed natural gas fueling station in Duchesne County. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion on the condition that they have a conversation with the business owner who was interested in putting one in first. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Personnel Department Update

This item was postponed until a later date.
Closed Meeting 

There was no closed session on this day.
Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting


No action necessary

Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held April 13, 2015
Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the minutes for April 13, 2015 as corrected. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion. All Commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held April 20, 2015
Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the minutes for April 20, 2015 as corrected. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion. All Commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

Entered into recess at 11:35 A.M…

Re-entered commission meeting at 11:43 A.M…

Discussion About Feature Stories On At Your Leisure 
Chamber of Commerce and Community Development Director Irene Hansen, Ryan Lundstrom, At Your Leisure Representatives Mr. Tyler Pollock & Mr. Steve Heumann joined the meeting at 11:40 A.M…
Director Hansen stated that we have five promotional spots that we need to make decisions on. We need to decide where, when, and how it will be done so that it is a good experience for everyone. We want to promote places and things that will bring people into the county for a visit. We really need to promote that our county is a family friendly place to come. Mr. Heumann stated that we want Duchesne County to look like it is a unique and fun place to be. Everyone likes to do ATV spots and we can do that, but he would like to see something different for Duchesne County. There was discussion on what events need to be the focus of the stories on At Your Leisure. It was decided that the Duchesne County Fair would fill one of the spots. For this first year we would like to focus on the centennial events taking place throughout the county at different times. Mr. Heumann stated that they like to end some of the stories in places where people could spend the night if they wanted to. There was discussion on the new Winterton Suites in both Duchesne City and Roosevelt City and the new Studio 6 Motel in Duchesne City. There was discussion on other places that people could stay at as they came to Duchesne County. For the first episode they are doing a motorcycle ride this Wednesday. They will start at Wolf Creek and ride to Duchesne and then have lunch here. Then they will start a promotion campaign for Duchesne County. Mr. Pollock stated that he will put a tentative schedule together and work with Director Hansen on the details and then let the commissioner know what is going to happen. 
Entered into recess at 1:20 P.M…
Re-entered commission meeting at 1:30 P.M…

1:30 P.M. Public Meeting
Planning & Community Development Director Mike Hyde joined the meeting at 1:20 P.M…Senator Kevin VanTassell joined the meeting at 1:21 P.M…Sheriff Deputy Dave Boren joined the meeting at 1:22 P.M…Chief Deputy Sheriff Travis Tucker joined the meeting at 1:25 P.M…Mr. Lowell Braxton from Western Oil Alliance and Mr. Garrick Hall from the Utah Farm Bureau, joined the meeting at 1:28 P.M…
Consideration Of Resolution #15-09, A Resolution Of The Duchesne County, Utah Commissioners Calling On The Congress Of The United States To Pass Utah Congressman Rob Bishop’s Bill Commonly Known As The Utah Public Lands Initiative, Consistent With The Terms Listed Herein

Director Hyde stated that the Public Lands Committee met last week to discuss the issue of the Public Lands Initiative. He would like to show a power point presentation to help everyone understand what the Public Lands Committee recommended for the lands in Duchesne County. During the slide presentation there was discussion on what the maps were showing and how the adjustments of lands would affect Duchesne County. There was discussion on where there could be wilderness land changes, forest land changes, energy zone changes, and Bureau of Land Management changes. The follow areas were also discussed: Desolation Canyon, Wrinkle Road, Ashley National Forest, Nine Mile area, Workman Lake, Cliff Lake, Atwood Lake, and the High Uinta’s. After the presentation Chairman Winterton stated that this is not a public hearing but would still like to open it up to anyone who would like to comment. Mr. Braxton from Western Oil Alliance stated that he appreciates the direction that the commission is going with these discussions. We do not need to have the wilderness roads blocked. Mr. Hall from the Utah Farm Bureau stated that he would like to make sure the county is trying to protect grazing rights. Director Hyde stated there are two proposals to help with the grazing concerns.
Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve Resolution #15-09, A Resolution Of The Duchesne County, Utah Commissioners Calling On The Congress Of The United States To Pass Utah Congressman Rob Bishop’s Bill Commonly Known As The Utah Public Lands Initiative As It Is. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion. All commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 
RESOLUTION #15-09

A RESOLUTION OF THE DUCHESNE COUNTY, UTAH COMMISSIONERS CALLING ON THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO PASS UTAH CONGRESSMAN ROB BISHOP’S BILL COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE UTAH PUBLIC LANDS INITIATIVE, CONSISTENT WITH THE TERMS LISTED HEREIN

WHEREAS, Duchesne County has been invited by Utah Congressman Rob Bishop to participate in the “Public Lands Initiative” and make recommendations regarding the designation of federal lands within Duchesne County; and

WHEREAS, the Duchesne County Commissioners believe that amending the designation of certain federal lands will be beneficial to the citizens of Duchesne County as it will protect cultural and natural resources, protect private property rights and benefit citizens, businesses and visitors who use federal lands for agricultural, commercial, educational, industrial and recreational purposes; and

WHEREAS, Duchesne County recognizes that its citizens and public officials, as well as business interests operating in the County, are uniquely qualified to identify and analyze the potential effects of federal land use designations within Duchesne County and therefore requests that Congress give substantial deference to the recommendations made by Duchesne County over those of special interest groups with no connection to or standing with the County; and

WHEREAS, Duchesne County has coordinated with surrounding Counties and recognizes that federal land management for similar landscapes extending across County boundaries should be consistent and that such consistency will lessen confusion and conflicts for federal land managers and federal land users in the future;

WHEREAS, Duchesne County has established a Public Land Use Committee, consisting of citizens with backgrounds in Agriculture, Cultural and Historic Resources, Economic Development, Energy & Minerals, Natural Resources, Timber Resources and Water Resources; and 

WHEREAS, the Duchesne County Public Land Use Committee has conducted a public meeting on April 22, 2015 to review the County’s response to Congressman Bishop’s invitation to participate in the Public Land Initiative and prepared a recommendation to the Duchesne County Commissioners which it believes will best protect sensitive areas, including areas that would benefit from designation as wilderness or national conservation areas, while balancing the historic and ongoing use of lands for agricultural, commercial, educational, industrial and recreational purposes and promoting to the greatest extent possible, multiple use of federal lands consistent with the underlying purposes of the Federal Lands Policy & Management Act; and

WHEREAS, public comments received at the April 22, 2015 Public Lands Committee meeting were unanimous in opposition to the creation of new wilderness designations in Duchesne County; and

WHEREAS, Duchesne County contains 289,311 acres of the High Uintas Wilderness, which was established in 1984 and constitutes 13.8 percent of the total land area in Duchesne County.  Duchesne County’s previous disproportionate contribution to the national wilderness system should be recognized in the Public Lands Initiative; and  

WHEREAS, Duchesne County contains 2,093,615 acres of land, of which 34 percent is managed by the US Forest Service, 10 percent is managed by the Bureau of Land Management, nearly 20 percent is Indian land and about 8 percent by State agencies, the Bureau of Reclamation and the Utah Mitigation and Conservation Commission; leaving only 28 percent of Duchesne County as private land; and

WHEREAS, the scarcity of private lands in Duchesne County decreases the County’s ability to generate revenue to fund local services and leads to a dependence on multiple use of federal lands to achieve the economic base to support local families. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Duchesne County Commission, that the following recommendations are made to Congress as Duchesne County’s conditional participation in the Public Lands Initiative:

SECTION 1.   A portion of the proposed Desolation Canyon Wilderness Area, connecting to like designations in Uintah and Carbon Counties, shall be established in Duchesne County as shown on the Map identified as Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  Management of this wilderness area by the Bureau of Land Management shall be consistent across the county lines.

SECTION 2.  An extension of the High Uintas Wilderness Area, connecting to a like designation in Uintah County, shall be established in Duchesne County as shown on the Map identified as Exhibit B, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  Management of this wilderness area by the U.S. Forest Service shall be consistent across the county lines.

SECTION 3.  A Nine Mile Canyon National Conservation Area, replacing the Nine Mile Canyon Area of Critical Environmental Concern, and connecting to a like designation in Carbon County, Utah, shall be established in Duchesne County as shown on the Map identified as Exhibit C, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  Management of this area shall be consistent across the county lines and shall be as set forth in Exhibit C of Carbon County Resolution #2015-01.

SECTION 4.  In exchange for the establishment of the wilderness and conservation areas listed in Sections 1-3 above, and in recognition of Duchesne County’s 1984 contribution of 289,311 acres of land to the national wilderness system, Duchesne County’s participation in the Public Lands Initiative is conditioned upon all of the following:

A. Vernal RMP.  The environmental groups that filed suit against the Vernal Resource Management Plan of 2008 shall withdraw this lawsuit and refrain from filing future lawsuits challenging the Vernal RMP.  This agreement does not preclude challenge of future Vernal BLM RMPs.

B. Special Designation Areas.  All land conservation designations under the Public Lands Initiative in Duchesne County or management agreements executed as part thereof, excepting existing or new wilderness areas, are hereby referred to as “special designation areas” and are, without qualification, subject to and controlled by the terms below.

C. Hard Release and no Future Consideration of Special Designation Areas.  If any land is designated as a special designation area as part of the Duchesne County Public Lands Initiative, all other lands in the County, excluding lands already designated by Congress as wilderness pursuant to the Wilderness Act of 1964, shall be released in perpetuity from any further consideration as wilderness, wilderness study areas, roadless areas, national monuments, national parks, national wildlife refuges, national conservation areas, areas of critical environmental concern, federal Antiquities Act designations or other protective management classification as stated in the Utah Public Lands Management Act of 1995 unless the express written consent of the Duchesne County Commission is obtained.  No portion of Duchesne County shall be part of the so-called “Red Rocks Wilderness.”  Such lands shall not be managed for the purpose of protecting their suitability for wilderness designation or their wilderness character and shall remain available for non-wilderness multiple uses, subject to the requirements of other federal laws.

The parties expressly acknowledge that no further consideration for wilderness or wilderness character of the lands in the County is necessary and all other lands classified as having wilderness characteristics or being roadless are to be released.  Congress shall find that the lands to be released do possess outstanding energy, mineral, timber, grazing, dispersed recreation and other values which should be available for non-special designation and for land management consistent with the Multiple Use – Sustained Yield Act of 1960.

Special designation areas do not include, and all parties expressly disclaim designation or creation of any protective perimeter or buffer zone around any special designation area, including wilderness.  The fact that activities or uses can be seen or heard from within special designation areas shall not preclude such activities or uses up to the boundary of the special designation area.

D. Active Management of Special Designation Areas.  Special designation areas shall be actively managed by local, state and federal agencies to preserve valid existing rights and all grazing rights.  Grazing permit holders and other affected parties may employ a full range of management techniques, including, but not limited to, mechanical, chemical, agricultural, natural or other methods as deemed necessary.  Permittees, local, state and federal agencies, as stewards of special designation areas, shall fully cooperate and coordinate management efforts to ensure that water,  soil, vegetation, timber, mineral, recreation, wildlife and other resources are properly managed in a cohesive and collaborative multiple use stewardship effort.  This authority shall include fuel reduction and salvage harvest projects necessary to establish and maintain healthy forests.

E. Grazing.  The grazing of livestock in special designation areas shall continue to be regulated by rules, regulations, manuals and handbooks or other guidance that might apply to national forest or public domain lands.  Livestock grazing shall be entitled to continue as a valid existing right and shall be entitled to renewal consistent with the following:

1. Grazing levels and season of use shall remain at the same level per permittee when the affected allotment is designated as a special designation area.  Grazing levels may increase upon monitoring data developed for a minimum of five (5) years showing that there is additional forage and the increased grazing will not adversely affect vegetation resources.

2. There shall be no reductions in grazing numbers of both active and suspended AUM’s or in the season of use in special designation areas simply because an area is, or has been designated as such, nor should any special designation be used by administrators to slowly phase out grazing.  Any changes in grazing use shall only be temporary AUM reductions due to drought or other natural occurrences and shall be based on monitoring data of at least five (5) years duration from studies designed to measure change over time and which document a causal link between livestock grazing and resource deterioration.  No permanent grazing reductions shall occur if the data fails to show that livestock grazing is a causal factor and does not distinguish livestock impacts from those of wildlife or natural forces, such as drought, wildfire or flood, or other activities, such as recreation.  All monitoring shall be conducted in close cooperation, consultation and coordination with the permittees in any affected allotment.

3. The administration of grazing permits shall include the right to access the allotments and private lands using motorized vehicles, if applicable, and to apply the same full range of active management techniques on all range improvements including roads and trails as in any non-special designation area.  The term “administration” is not limited to the grazing season and includes access to check on the status of range projects and range resource conditions, research and monitoring, maintenance, repair, construction, reconstruction, and installation of range improvements, trailing and moving livestock according to existing allotment management plans or established grazing practices.  Special designation areas, in no way, limit administration of grazing permits.

4. Grazing permits shall be fully transferrable under the same Acts, rules and policies that apply to transfers of grazing permits located in non-special designation areas.

5. Special designation areas within the National Forest System shall not be managed to give priority or preference to wildlife populations or wildlife habitat over livestock grazing.  Livestock grazing permits shall not be reduced, discontinued, or suspended due to big horn sheep populations, existing or re-introduced elk, moose, mule deer, mountain goats, wild horses, buffalo or any other wildlife species in special designation areas.

6. Livestock permits shall be renewed for a term of ten (10) years according to existing terms and permits consistent with the above or incorporation of new regulation changes that lengthen the term of the renewal.

F. Vegetation Management.  In special designation areas, permittees, local, state and federal entities shall cooperate, consult and coordinate in order to actively manage vegetation with a full range of management tools and techniques including, but not limited to, mechanical, chemical, agricultural, natural, or other methods as deemed necessary by the permittee or entity.

The parties expressly acknowledge the unhealthy state of the forest and timber resources in the County and agree that proper management of that resource, as well as the myriad of resources that will be adversely affected by catastrophic wildfire requires logging, motorized access, mechanical and chemical treatments, as well as monitoring, thinning, reclamation and seeding.

Vegetation management shall also include methods to control non-native, noxious and invasive plant species.

G. Wildlife and Fish Habitat and Population Management.  Notwithstanding creation of a special designation area and in in accord with the active management principles noted above, Permittees, local, state and federal entities shall be entitled to engage in a full range of active habitat management practices, including those vegetation treatments discussed in Section F above, as well as installation of physical water guzzlers or troughs, gates, fences or other improvements for the purpose of benefitting fish or wildlife habitat.

Motorized vehicle access and the use of mechanical equipment shall be permitted in the establishment of improvements for the purpose of benefitting fish or wildlife habitat.

Habitat improvement and vegetation management shall include reduction in fuel loads, removal or control or invasive or non-native species and removal of decadent or undesirable vegetation to improve habitat or biological diversity.

Wild horses, if any, shall be kept within their Herd Management Area (HMA) and shall be removed from any private, state or federal land outside of the HMA immediately upon notice by any Permittee, local, state or federal entity that wild horses have strayed from their HMA.  The parties recognize that responsible management of wild horses is necessary to mitigate negative environmental effects on the range, wildlife habitat, riparian areas and other resources.

Special designation area management will not impair or impede predator control and a full range of methods shall be used to protect and actively manage wildlife and livestock in this effort.  Areas established in County plans for habitat management, such as for the Greater Sage Grouse, will be counted as conservation areas for special designation mitigation.

Prior to listing any species as threatened or endangered pursuant to the Endangered Species Act, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the parties to the Duchesne County Public Lands Initiative agree to exhaust all potential conservation efforts to prevent listing of the species.  Conservation efforts may include, but are not limited to, Conservation Plans or Conservation Agreements between federal agencies, the state and private landowners and permittees.  All Conservation Plans and Agreements must be granted a minimum term of ten (10) years to show improvements in habitat or population numbers.  Demonstrable improvement will automatically extend the agreement for an additional five (5) year period until the species is stable.  The MOU with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) will be acknowledged and used for predator control.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will acknowledge this authority and accept state management of wildlife under its sovereign rights.

H. Water Rights.  No special designation areas shall include any water rights or the presumption of a water right, whether reserved, unreserved, absolute, conditional or otherwise for any purpose relating to said special designations.

Nothing in the Public Lands Initiative legislation shall have any impact on the certification, development, use, change, maintenance or expansion of water rights to any existing or future use or permit as allowed by Utah State Code within a special designation area, whether such rights are held by a person or other entity.

No special designation area shall impair or impede construction of facilities to develop, divert, change, store, apply or otherwise use water.

Canals, ditches, springs and all other water structures must be accessible to motorized vehicles and equipment for maintenance and protection purposes.  Administrative motor vehicle access shall be established for repair and maintenance of the Atwood Lake water impoundment facilities in the High Uintas Wilderness (See Exhibit D).
All canals, ditches and water structures shall be protected by an adequate buffer of at least one-half mile on either side of the center of the canal, ditch or structure.  Management prescriptions associated with special designation areas shall not conflict with such protection areas.

Stock ponds, watering holes, fencing or the placement of troughs on springs shall be considered improvements.

Any in-stream water right created by the designation of Wild and Scenic Rivers is junior to all absolute and conditional water rights existing before the Duchesne County Public Land Initiative is finalized.

Nothing in the Public Land Initiative legislation shall be construed to take or reduce the State of Utah’s sovereign authority over all waters within the State and to make and enforce all laws, rules or regulations or Utah’s rights and authority pursuant to the Colorado River Compact of 1922.

I. Watershed Protection.  Notwithstanding creation of a special designation area, and in accordance with the conservation principles set forth above, a permittee or local, state or federal agency shall actively manage and employ a full range of management techniques to protect water development, including domestic and agricultural water resources, in a watershed area and to promote watershed health.  Watershed protection areas shall be counted as a conservation use.

Vegetation management projects in watershed areas shall include restoration and removal or timber to limit wildfire impacts, protect riparian areas, ensure appropriate water flows and enhance water flows.

Local, state and federal agencies responding to wildfire shall be allowed to use motorized vehicles, mechanical equipment and any other means necessary to protect watersheds.  Special designation areas shall be a priority for fire suppression and control to protect water quality and water quantity.

J. Transportation.  All roads, two-tracks and historic trails in the County, located within, bordering or reaching a special designation area will continue to be open and accessible by all methods of travel, including motorized vehicles and shall not be closed, obliterated, gated or blocked without the prior approval of the Duchesne County Commission.  This provision is consistent with the active management policies of the special designation areas within the Duchesne County Public Lands Initiative and is necessary to facilitate use of the full range of land management tools.

Pursuant to the Act of July 26, 1866, Chapter 262, Section 8, Stat. 251, 253 codified at 43 USC Section 932, all public trails, roads, livestock byways and other rights of way shall remain open and accessible to historic uses and shall not be closed, obliterated, gated or blocked without the prior approval of the Duchesne County Commission.

Congress shall recognize all Duchesne County RS 2477 claims on public roads crossing federal lands, outside of special designation areas, in the County.

Congress shall allow for motorized travel in all existing or new wilderness in Duchesne County for the purpose of search and rescue in the event of an emergency.

K. Recreation Uses.  All existing recreation uses, including hunting, fishing, off-road vehicle travel, snowmobiling and cycling shall continue to the same degree and in the same manner.  Such continued right of use shall include the use of motorized vehicles and mechanical equipment along all existing roads and trails.

Dispersed camping shall be allowed within 300 feet of roads to provide an adequate buffer between campsites and roads and ensure a safe and healthy environment for camping and associated recreational activities.

Existing campgrounds shall be preserved and current recreation uses shall be allowed to continue in the same manner and degree.

L. Energy and Minerals.  Congress shall formally recognize the Uintah Basin Energy Zone, as codified in Utah Law, on all lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management, outside of the proposed Desolation Canyon wilderness, in Township 8 South, Ranges 15, 16 and 17 East, Township 9 South, Ranges 15, 16 and 17 East, Township 10 South, Ranges 14, 15, 16 and 17 East, and Township 11 South, Ranges 14, 15, 16 and 17 East; together with the South Unit of the Ashley National Forest (see Exhibit E).  

Master Leasing Plans shall not be required for energy and mineral development within the recognized Uintah Basin Energy Zone.  

The BLM Record of Decision dated June 18, 2012 for the Gasco Energy Inc. Uinta Basin Natural Gas Development Project, shall not be challenged and the proposed development set forth in Alternative F of the Final EIS shall be allowed to proceed regardless of any special designation areas.  

The Bureau of Land Management shall be directed to issue a Record of Decision allowing the Newfield Production Company to proceed with development of the Monument Butte Area Oil & Gas Development Project.  

Congress shall direct the Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service to facilitate the creation of a pipeline corridor or corridors between Duchesne County and Carbon County that will allow the transport of Uintah Basin crude oil or syncrude to rail facilities in Carbon County (see Exhibit F).

M. Mediation.  Any decision made by the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Forest Service, or other federal agency with regards to agricultural or grazing lands within Duchesne County shall be subject to mediation before the Utah Department of Agriculture.  Upon a determination by the Utah Department of Agriculture, the involved federal agency shall accept such determination as a final determination of the issue.

N. Amendment of Legislation before passage.  The provisions of the Public Lands Initiative bill are part of an historic agreement between several counties, environmental groups and the State of Utah.  If any provision is omitted or amended without the agreement of Duchesne County, the County reserves the right to withdraw its support and participation.

PASSED this 27th day of April, 2015 by the Duchesne County Commissioners.

___________________________________


Attest:

Ronald Winterton, Chairman

___________________________________


_____________________________

Ken Burdick, Commissioner




JoAnn Evans









County Clerk/Auditor

___________________________________

Gregory Todd, Commissioner

Other Business

There was discussion on the current sage grouse situation. Mr. Braxton stated that there needs to be scientific reviews done on the sage grouse, not just peer reviews. The decisions made about sage grouse need to have scientific backing behind them. Chairman Winterton stated that there would be a resolution next week pertaining to the sage grouse issues happening in Duchesne County.

Commission Calendaring
Adjourn
Chairman adjourned the meeting at 2:15 P.M.
Read and approved this 11th day of May 2015.
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Minutes of meeting prepared by Clerk-Auditor JoAnn Evans____________________________________  
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