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April 9, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Minutes
1. Opening Ceremony				4. Fire Department Quarterly Report
2. Approval of March minutes			5. Council Reports on Assignments
3. Youth Council Update					 

Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Kathryn Rigby, Matt Phillips and Jed Woodward
 Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder)
Visitors present: Sarah Rigby, Jewel Kloth, Doug Anderson, DeeDee Anderson, Greg Jorgensen and Kayden Jorgensen

1. Matt Phillips conducted the opening ceremony.

2. The March 2015 minutes were approved as written.

3. Newton Youth Council Update by Kathryn Rigby. She reported that the Youth council won second place at the Youth Council conference that they attended. They will receive $100 in prize money. The youth council is busy planning on helping with activities this summer, such as, town clean-up day and the town celebration.

Clair thanked Doug and DeeDee Anderson for attending and asked them to give an update on the town celebration planning. They thanked the council for getting co-chairs (John and Rheumah Griffin). The committee plans on adding two safety chairmen this year. One chairman will oversee food and the other activities. DeeDee Anderson would like to nominate Zack Larsen for outstanding citizen this year for the work he has put into the veteran’s memorial. They plan on a patriotic theme for this years’ celebration. They will also unveil the veteran’s monument. Celebration ideas were discussed. Doug expressed concern about the pavilion’s electrical distribution. He feels that due to the food service requirements that the pavilion needs additional electrical circuits.  An electrician will need to evaluate it. Doug will look into how many amps were used last year and what they would need this year. Doug asked that a new latch be put on the overhead doors at the pavilion to hold the doors up. New metal roll up doors were discussed. The Library and Fire Department plan on doing the Friday night dinner as a fundraiser. Kim Parkinson is again in charge of the parade.  They would like to have a lot of military personnel and veterans involved. Clair will get contact information to DeeDee for National Guard participation. Zack Larsen would like a location for the placement of the memorial. The builder is going to come up and evaluate some sights. Zach will come with a suggestion for the council’s decision.

Jewel Kloth asked to give funding ideas for building renovations. She reviewed a list of FEMA grants available and gave information to fire chief, Greg Jorgensen. Jewel discussed some other grants she found on the internet at grants.gov. CDBG grants were discussed along with other fundraising ideas. It was asked if funding is available for courts to remodel. Jewel will look into that. Clair asked about CIB funding. We are eligible for loans not grants.

4. Fire Department Quarterly Report by Greg Jorgensen – Greg reported on the second and third quarter of the fiscal year. He gave the council a report on the responses and training completed by the fire department. Greg explained that we received donated extraction equipment from a California Fire Department last fall. The County has a list of extraction equipment criteria that would make us eligible for a $1,500 biannual grant ($3,000 a year) if we have the required equipment and then would be paid for the response. The equipment would need to be inspected by Cache County and then sign an agreement with them. We do not yet have all the required equipment. We still need an air bag lift system, which would cost about $4,300. Greg suggests the Fire and First Responder departments work together and purchase the required equipment.  Greg will meet with Terri to make sure there is enough in the budget to cover the cost. Greg asked if money left over in the Fire Department budget could be rolled over to the capital improvement project. Clair said that is something that should be looked into.

Heidi Hodgson arrived and gave an explanation of requesting the LDS church to donate property to the town for the DUP cabin. Clair explained that he heard back from the LDS church and they wanted to donate a 20’ x 30’ area. Clair has explained that it would need to be a ½ acre lot. Clair and Heidi plan to coordinate efforts and contact the LDS church. Jed Woodward suggested building the cabin on a skid and then moving it in place when it is completed.

9. Council Reports on Assignments – Clair reviewed the Cache County Sheriff report. Clair will contact animal control and ask them to do some follow up with dogs not licensed. Clair reviewed that the Utah Division of Wildlife Recourses has met with North Logan and Providence about urban deer. Some new guidelines may be coming out and allowing a possible archery hunt just outside town limits. Matt Hansen reported that the outside restrooms are up and running. Matt Hansen agrees that the power in the pavilion needs to be upgraded and taken care of. 
Matt Phillips reported that a Clarkston resident damaged the water pipe line that needed to be repaired. Clair suggested that we may need to attend Clarkston Town Council meeting to remind them where Newton’s water pipe line runs through town. We should also talk to the County about when they are issuing building permits that they are aware. Matt Phillips would like to start putting up signs marking where the pipeline is located. Matt Phillips said we need to follow up with the Clarkston resident to make sure they rebury the water line to a five foot depth. Matt Phillips discussed that we have had a reduction in water gallons per minute from our springs over the last 3 years. Matt Phillips discussed where Trenton is beginning their water project. An outside water restriction schedule was discussed. Matt Hansen suggested we publicize the water shortage this year or have a town meeting to discuss it and explain where the culinary and secondary water come from. Matt Phillips said that the soccer restroom is open and he and his wife will clean them this year because it has not been done. Matt Phillips said that they sold all eight soccer goals in the bid sale. The water fountain at the soccer field fell apart so it was removed. Bob Bartlett is currently building a metal one. They will try and install it soon.  The owner of the lot for the conservation land turned down selling the property. Other options were discussed. Matt Phillips wants to walk around the ball diamond with the LDS Church facilities to talk about sprinklers.
Kathryn Rigby reported that the Easter Egg Hunt went well and gave a thank you card and gift certificate to Michelle Griffin for doing it. Doug and MaRee Bird agreed to be the chairs for town clean-up day. Kathryn explained that the Library would like to do a fundraising dinner with the fire department in June.
Jed Woodward reported that we have an interlocal agreement with Cache County to chip seal some roads. They will first do patch work and work on some intersections. Street lights that are not working were identified.
Clair asked councilmembers to make suggestions where they would like to see the veteran’s memorial placed.
Terri Stapley received a document saying the water loan has been paid off. Clair read a letter thanking Jay Rigby, a former Mayor, for his work and explaining that the water loan was paid off.

The regular meeting adjourned.

Minutes prepared by; 

________________________________________		___________
Karla R. Ferguson, Newton Town Clerk			Approval Date 
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