 Emery County Public Lands Meeting

April 7, 2015

10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  

PLC:  Mistie Christiansen, Laren Huntsman, Sherrel Ward, Rod Player, Ed Geary, JR Nelson
PLC Staff:   Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Jonathan Hunt, Wayne Ludington, Marc Stilson, Scott Jackson, Commissioner Cowley, John Anderson, Commissioner Brady, Darren Olsen, Bryan Torgerson, Laurel Nielson, Kristi Maxwell, Paula Wellnitz, Garrick Hall
Excused:  

1. Welcome:  Mistie welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  

2.  Approval of Minutes:  Edward Geary made motion to accept the March 3, 2015 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Sherrel Ward, motion carried. 

3.  Chairman Comments:  Mistie stated she attended some workshops and what she came away with is how far ahead Emery County is from the rest of the state in the Land Use Planning process and their ability to coordinate with federal agencies.  She also learned why federal agencies are required, by law, to coordinate with our county General Plan and our land use policies. We cannot make land use policies that are against federal law and need to remember that guidebooks and handbooks are not federal law.  Emery County is so far ahead in the game because of the Public Lands Council and she commended the council and federal agencies for the coordination that does exist here.  
The State has passed HB 323 - that funded $50,000 to every county to update their General Land Use Plan. Ray mentioned that there is a UAC meeting on the 29th that will discuss this further and that there may be matching funds available as well.  

4.  Report on  Congressman  Bishop PLI:  Randy reported that he, Ray, and Commissioner Cowley went to DC.  They went because of the impending deadlines for language and draft legislation and they wanted to reassert Emery County's positions and issues and what is important to us and to find out exactly how things are.  He expects to see some language in the next few weeks and then shortly thereafter draft legislation.
Mistie mentioned that she and Ray did Randy's "Heart of Utah" show and they recapped the whole land use process.  There is a link on Emery Telcom's  ETV10 website as well as Emery County's Public Lands Facebook page to see this interview.  
Commissioner Cowley reported that he went back to DC with Ray and Randy and the opportunity to meet with a lot of people in regards to the land use plan and appreciated both Randy's and Ray's rapport with them and their level of expertise.

5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Don reported that they had a good Easter weekend out on the desert.  They counted several hundred camps, documented where folks are camping, and the volume of people. For the most part it was a safe and quiet weekend as law enforcement did not report much just a couple of minor incidents.  
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They have done a couple of volunteer projects that went well.  One was Adopt a Creek up by Joes Valley and the Buckmaster Trail Project where they had approximately 50 volunteers and was also highlighted on the At Your Leisure program.

They have a Recreation Planning Meeting on April 8th at 5:30 pm and is targeted on their volunteer recreation projects.  On Saturday, April 11th at 8:00 am they are doing a volunteer project at Gordon Creek which will also facilitate dedicated hunter hours.  On April 18th they are doing a volunteer project on the Behind the Reef and Waterfall Trail.  For more information contact Jaydon Mead.  In coordination with the University of Utah they have a volunteer project where approximately 300 volunteers will be going to ten different areas to do volunteer projects throughout their office.

Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc stated that after the most recent DOGM coordination meeting they met with the Water Subcommittee and talked about additional field work above Sufco Mine that will take place in the next couple of months.  This is in regards to some springs in cooperation with the Forest Service who have a number of inventories along with the Division that a couple of areas could be affected by the mining activity and also includes stock watering rights held by the Forest.  They have also identified impacts to the base flow of Muddy Creek.
HB 25 - is on the hill and deals with change applications. This settles the argument of the State Engineer being the "gatekeeper" on whether or not he can elect non-use on a change application.

HB 43 - by Rep. McIff has passed. It requires irrigation companies to respond to request by change by shareholders to approve or not approve a change application for change in use.
HB 58 - deals with change applications and clarifies that you have to be the actual owner of the water right to file a change application.
HB15 - clarifies that non-use or change applications only protect a water right from forfeiture from the date that it was approved going forward.

Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Justin Hart reported that it is icing up earlier this year with Scofield opening late last week and over the weekend both Cleveland and Mammoth are forming some soft spots.  Huntington North and Millsite have been open for some time as has Joes Valley.  He has heard that Wipers at Huntington North are starting to show up and people are catching them as well as some nice rainbows.  
On may 8th they will be gill netting at Huntington North and he invited those who would be interested to come and help or just watch and asked to let them know.  

In regards to Huntington Creek, the Seely Fire pretty much devastated the large portion of that fishery.  They are considering restocking cutthroat back into the creek and would like some feedback on this idea.  They stocked a few brown trout fingerlings on the periphery of the impacted areas from the fire last fall.    

The Division has obtained some funding from their Federal Motorboat Access to address some issues at Joes Valley.  First, they would like to look at extending the boat ramp back to make it usable under a wider range of lake elevations and secondly, two issues with the parking lot.  Emery Water had one concern where they decontaminate the boats that maybe have Quagga or Zebra mussel potential impacts.  They do decontaminate the boats in the parking lot which is not ideal but they do have an inflatable catch mat that catches some of the water.  Some of the 
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water does drain off the edge of the parking lot and theoretically may get down in the lake.  The other issue is due to the popularity that parking has been jammed packed a couple of times and will probably see this use increase, so they need to make the parking lot bigger and then create a better place to do the decontaminations and drain the water off somewhere else besides potentially back into the lake.
He met with Commissioner Brady and they are going to partner with the county on the first phase to increase the size of the parking lot and to extend the boat ramp.  The Division will get engineered plans, designs, cost estimates done, and then next year get some funding to put on the ground.  They will also work with the forest service as it will encroach on some of their land.  

In regards to their Aquatic Program this year they will spend Friday, Saturday, Sunday at Electric Lake and Joes Valley from dawn to dusk and then Joes Valley will get two randomly selected weekdays and Electric Lake gets one.  Their presence at Lake Powell is going to change as they will be hiring 6-8 people to work at Bullfrog all summer.  Primarily they will be contacting exiting boaters explaining that they need to pull the plug and drain their ballast bags and just get used to draining everything out of it.  They don't know if they will decontaminate boats but are working with the National Park Service on that issue.  
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Bryan stated that their permanent fund just hit 2 billion dollars.  From 1894-1994 the permanent fund balance accrued only 84 million dollars then in 1994, with the help of the State Legislature, they reorganized SITLA and created a new business model.  From that model from 1994 to 2011 the fund accrued up to 1 billion dollars and from 2011 to 2015 they accrued another billion dollars.  This is significant as it provides more money to the schools and they hope to keep this trend going in the future.
Their spring auction is in June and they are selling some lands east of Green River which all are in Grand County.  

SITLA has filed a lawsuit against the BLM in which they made documentation showing the grazing impacts on School Trust Lands.  The number of horses and burros are higher than allowed and has caused resource damage.  They want to keep the number of horses at the prescribed limit where it is good for the range.

Their Board Meeting will be in held in Price on May 28th at the Holiday Inn at 6:00 p.m. and he invited everyone on the Council to attend the meeting and to come meet their Board.

Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren presented a slide show on Timber Sales.  They have five active sales that are ongoing: Miller's Flat, Shalom, MF-17, Skyline and Lake.  
Mistie stated that we need to be thinking about a field trip this summer.  Darren stated they talked about going again in July.  Ray stated that this is planned and just needs to be determined where and what issues.  Mistie asked the council to think about potential things that they would like Darren to show them.
Two weeks ago they did the Middle Mountain prescribed burn just above Reeder Subdivision where they burned underneath the ponderosa pine.  They still haven't pounded out Graben as it is not looking good with the power line that runs through Potter's.  This line provides the main power for Utah County and it makes it a little harder for the FS to make sure nothing happens to this power line and still be successful with the burn.  
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They are working on another closure order for Huntington Canyon in the Seely Fire burn area.  Each year they continue to open a little more and will do so again this year.  They are looking to allow people to park in the canyon at all of the pull-offs above left hand fork in the burn area.  They talked with UDOT who thinks that it would be fine if people continue to park in the Canyon as long as it is in the pull-offs.  Darren does not have an answer for overnight camping right now but it is in discussions.  
The comment period continues on the Greens Hollow Lease and it should end on April 17th.  They continue to monitor the gates twice a week to make sure when they will be ready to be opened. They are considering sending out a drought letter giving people heads up as we are looking at a tough year.  They have sent out scoping on some corrals along north skyline drive and Granger Ridge and they also received an APD for exploratory drilling in the Lowry Water area.  
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jonathan reported on Green River/Goblin Valley for the Easter Weekend.  Goblin Valley was packed and in counting numbers from the Temple Mountain Turn off down to Little Wild Horse there were over 200 camping units so it was way over packed and busy but the thing about Goblin Valley is that it is full every weekend.  There is a new bicycle trail at Goblin Valley and has multiple loops providing 2-3 days on different trails.  
Huntington North this March with the good weather had more people come than they did last year in April.  They had a lot of Boulderers come to Huntington and they are going to put in what they call a slack line and an engineered course so kids and families can come and walk on the slack lines.  They are hoping that word gets out to Boulderers so they can come and shower as they have a good bathroom at Huntington North.  
Washington Delegation Staff:  Hannah Lockhart from Senator Lee's Office reported that they moved into their new office in the Russell Building last week and are having some transition with their chief of staff who is now again Boyd Matheson.  They are also in transition with their DC public lands and energy staffer.  They are continuing to watch the invasive species issue as well as the Sage Grouse issue and having meetings back in DC with different stakeholders on the Sage Grouse effort.  Senator Lee is planning on co-sponsoring Senator Gardner's Sage Grouse Bill that would require the Fish & Wildlife to defer to the State Management Plan which would allow for some time to work through this issue before a possibility of listing can happen.  They would like to get around the county a little more and if the council has some areas that their office can go and see please let her know.  
Ron Dean from Senator Hatch's Office reported that they have a number of bills related to public lands that have been talked about here and the only new one is their Geo-spatial Data Bill which was introduced about two weeks ago and it essentially requires all federal agencies that deal in geo-spatial data to coordinate and try to share each other's data to eliminate duplication and have equal access and transparency.  

Kelsey Berg reported that Congressman Chaffetz's had the opportunity to sit down with Neil Kornsey, BLM Director, to express his concern and support for the Law enforcement contracts that the county shares offices with the BLM.  These have been done away with for the last few years or so and Sheriff Funk is in a meeting with Don Lum from the BLM to go out on the desert and discuss and make sure that these contracts happen.  Juab county got their contract last week, Kane county was earlier in the week so they are glad to see this progress.  Another issue discussed was the Flat Canyon Lease because it is close to the deadline hoping to get it into the federal register.  They are also involved with the Greens Hollow Lease and are moving that forward as well.
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They have cut back on the number of bills that they co-sponsor now that Congressman Chaffetz is the chairman and they really scrutinize the bills they do co-sponsor.   The State Legislature passed SR 10 which was a resolution supporting the public land initiative and supporting the counties that are involved in that.  Some legislation they have co-sponsored includes: HR 695 - the Healthy Forest Management & Wildfire Prevention Act; HR 594 - Waters of the United States Regulatory Overreach Protection Act; HR 167 - Wildfire Disaster Funding Act;  HR 866 - the Federal Land Freedom Act;  the Renewable Fuels Standard Elimination Act; and two not yet numbered:  the Natural Gas Gathering Enhancement Act; and, the Water Rights Protection Act.  
Letters that they have signed include: support of secure rural schools; support of full funding for the payment in lieu of taxes; to secretary Jewell - asking that they don't go forward with the Greater Sage Grouse listing; in regards to endangered species, is to make the science that Fish and Wildlife uses to determine the status of species made public.  
In regards to the lands bill, it is looking like April 27th is when Congressman Chaffetz will come down and will try to do a four county tour that day and rule out the maps and language.  Their office is working with Congressman Bishops office to put together a map to put everything together as they want a bill that will pass.  They are looking at a June introduction of the bill.
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Laren asked Justin Hart about the development of a fishery at Fullers Bottom.  Justin responded that there is an old bore well that the DWR is looking at building a small less than one acre pond to raise native fish in, Round Tail Chub in particular.  They will use the well water to create the pond and raise the fish to stock back into the river and the rest of the year the pond will be a wetland area.  
Sherrel stated that the snow equivalent is 41% and most of the sites are not reading anymore.  Precipitation to date - 63%.  Emery Water Conservancy District there is enough water in Joes Valley that did give 100% allocation at the dam so there should be 95% on Cottonwood, 10% on the stream and 80% on Huntington/Cleveland on the project water.  Carry over will help.
7.  Concerned Citizens:  Garrick Hall mentioned Envision Utah which is the Governors effort to map out a plan or vision for the state as we continue to grow.  Envision Utah is conducting an online survey and will survey 50,000 people.  One of the concerns they have at the Farm Bureau is having rural Utah represented in that 50,000.  You can take the survey at envisionutah.org and he encouraged everyone to take the survey.
8.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

5/5/15 PLC Meeting:  Minutes approved as recorded.

