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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Brad C. Smith 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  May 7-8, 2015 
 
ACTION:  School Readiness Funding 

 
 
Background:   
The School Readiness Initiative (HB96), passed during the 2014 Legislative Session, authorizes the 
State Board of Education to solicit proposals from qualifying public school early childhood education 
programs for quality school readiness grants.  
 
Key Points:  
The purposes of the Utah School Readiness Initiative are to increase school readiness, improve 
academic outcomes, and reduce remediation costs associated with poor academic outcomes. 

1. The grants are available to existing early childhood programs that serve economically 
disadvantaged three- and four-year-old children who are not receiving special education 
services. 

2. Four LEAs were funded in FY15; however, additional funds remain. 
3. USOE staff will recommend LEAs for additional funding based on submitted grant 

applications. 
   

Anticipated Action:  
The Standards and Assessment Committee and Board will consider approving funding for additional 
LEA projects.   

Contact: Sydnee Dickson (801) 538-7515 
Diana Suddreth, (801) 538-7739 
Jennifer Throndsen, (801) 538-7893 

 Susan Okroy, (801) 538-7765 



School Readiness Funding

Prepared by the 

Utah State Office of Education 

May 7-8, 2015 

Diana Suddreth, Director Teaching and Learning 

Diana.suddreth@schools.utah.gov 
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HB 96 School Readiness Initiative  

Recommendation of Proposals to the Utah State Board of Education 

The School Readiness Initiative (HB96), passed during the 2014 Legislative Session, authorizes 

the State Board of Education to solicit proposals from qualifying public school early childhood 

education programs for quality school readiness grants. The Board then recommends 

applications ranked by a USOE-lead review committee to the School Readiness Board. 

On March 2, 2015, USOE posted a grant application based on the requirements of HB96. The 

application included a scoring rubric detailing the requirements of the program application. Six 

(6) Local Education Agencies (LEAs) submitted letters of intent to participate in the program by 

submitting an application on April 15, 2015.   

On April 15, 2015, two (2) LEAs submitted an application for review in the HB96 process. The 

applications were reviewed individually by seven (7) committee members, who then convened 

to collaborate on the ranking of the applications based on the scoring rubric.  

The committee recommends the two (2) programs below to the State Board of Education for 

funding. 

Grand County School District 

Logan School District 
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