MINUTES FOR DUCHESNE COUNTY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
MEETING HELD MARCH 2, 2015 AT 3:00 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM #1 AT THE DUCHESNE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present

County Commission Chairman Ronald Winterton, County Commissioner Greg Todd, County Commissioner Ken Burdick, Duchesne County Deputy Attorney Tyler Allred, Roosevelt City Mayor Vaun Ryan, Tabiona Town Mayor Charlie Strebel, Roosevelt City Manager Justin Johnson, Altamont City Mayor Clyde Watkins, Chamber of Commerce Director Irene Hansen, Kent & Susan Peatross Centennial Celebration Chairman’s, and Clerk-Auditor JoAnn Evans taking minutes of the meeting.
Absent

Duchesne City Mayor RoJean Rowley & Myton City Mayor Kathleen Cooper.
Opening

Mayor Ryan welcomed those present.
Consideration Of The Minutes For Meeting Held January 12, 2015 
Mayor RoJean Rowley joined the meeting at 3:14 P.M..
Mayor Rowley motioned that the January 12, 2015 minutes be accepted as presented. Commissioner Burdick seconded the motion.  All council members voted aye and the motion passed.

Discussion Of Centennial Celebrations
Mr. Peatross stated that they just wanted to make sure everyone was up to speed on the centennial celebrations.  We have been going to the communities and their city councils. Our main focus in to make a unity effort in bring the communities together.  We would like to support each other’s celebrations. We would like each community to show some presence in all the parades in Duchesne County. We are currently working on when each of the towns and cities were established. We are ordering banners for each of the celebrations that will have when the town or city was established. We would like to make these banners available to each of you to hang during your celebrations. After the celebrations we will gather the banners up and hang them in the new event center. We are asking the cities and towns to support one another in each other’s celebrations throughout the year. In conjunction with Ms. Jensen from the Chamber of Commerce we will be putting together a booth that will move from community to community that will have photos in it. We would like to see some old pictures and then some current pictures of the communities in Duchesne County. Kind of like a now and then theme. These are the dates that we have so far for the celebrations in the communities:
Duchesne County Fair August 3 – 8, 2015

Myton Daze June 19 – 20, 2015

UBIC July 31 – August 1, 2015

Tabiona Days July 3 – 4, 2015

Longhorn Days July 25, 2015

Our booth would be set up on parade day at these events. Ms. Hansen stated that they would like to have it open to the public and not have anything so valuable that it could be taken. If we can figure that out the booths will be there longer than just the main days. There will be a centennial flair to other things like the car shows, and the fun day at the lake. We have even thought to go to all the high schools and have the schools put a ribbon on their yearbooks that say 100 years. Mr. Peatross stated that he would like to run the dates of the community’s establishment by them to make sure the information was correct.  Duchesne is 1917, Myton is 1912, Roosevelt is 1913, and Tabiona is 1915. We do not have Altamont’s yet but will be getting it soon. There are a couple of people who are gathering photos to put together a 2016 calendar. It will have a centennial theme to it. We will be having a t-shirt contest to generate some interest in that area too. This will take place in the schools. We will be having a history fair similar to those held in the schools but it will include everyone. Ms. Hansen stated that they are running newspaper ads and radio ads to generate some interest in sharing their pictures. Someone talked with me about sharing their parent’s letters that they wrote back and forth during World War ll. We need help in getting the word out about these kinds of things. We will work with people in getting these things accomplished.  We are also working with Strata Networks and VTV.
Discussion Of Free Dump Week

Commissioner Todd stated the free dump week will be April 18th – 25th & May 2nd. It will include 3 Saturday’s. Mayor Ryan stated that they will remind the residents to bring ID to the landfill so there is prove of residency for those who live in the city limits. 
Discussion Of Legislative Issues

Commissioner Winterton reported the transportation bill stands out in his mind. We don’t know which one will come out. The senate passed one that was ten cents ($.10). The house version is kind of an indexing of a quarter percent with a local option. Mayor Ryan stated that they are trying to put the responsibility on the commission. Commissioner Winterton said if we don’t do it then you have the option to do it. The state believes if we receive the money for the tax, we should take the heat for it on the quarter percent.  If the tax goes to the ten cents ($.10) it is part of the A and B road formula, so the state would end up with more of the money. The other way the cities and towns would end up with more with no strings attached as to how it is divided out. Commissioner Todd stated that Roosevelt City has a situation that will be really tough, because of that particular gas station being in Uintah County. Commissioner Winterton stated that if Uintah County does not do it but we do, guess where they will fill up the vehicles. That is why we don’t like that particular bill. Mayor Ryan asked if the county line issue has been brought up. Commissioner Winterton stated that it has. Senator Van Tassell is involved with the ten cent ($.10) bill, but the house wants something different than that.  Mayor Ryan asked about HB42 on annexation. Deputy Attorney Allred stated that when he first looked at the bill he thought it was about a municipal island, then he read a little deeper and it is about a un-in cooperated island. Mayor Rowley asked if this would help Duchesne City with the old Bureau Camp and the tribe. Commissioner Winterton stated that they could de-annex from the Bureau Camp now without the bill.  We have a centrally assessed bill that would affect us here in the county.  The bill would take the new growth from centrally assessed out of the equation. By taking that out it does not raise our base the next year. It will also affect what we collect. It would keep us more flat. We would not see the highs and the lows that we have seen in previous years. What it will do for this next year is making the home owner pay more because the oilfield industry is down for centrally assessed. It adjusts the tax burden from industry to local home owners. We talked about a state emergency 911. It does not have a fiscal note on it, but it will have one attached.  We are following a criminal adjustment program. They are trying to change misdemeanors into felonies after the fourth time. Instead of going to the state pen they would go to local correction facilities and we would pick up the cost from that. Uintah County is following this closely to see what the impact would be on counties. It would save the state five hundred million dollars ($500,000,000.00) a year.  Where does that five hundred million dollars ($500,000,000.00) go to? Director Irene Hansen asked how the commissioners felt the economy was doing considering that in 2009 we had dropped more than we have now. Commissioner Todd stated that there are more cuts coming.  Commissioner Winterton stated that the state asked what they could do for us and he told them that the air quality needs to be better. The EPA is very slow getting anything accomplished.  Director Hansen reported that she would be attending a recreation and energy summit. One of the items on the agenda stated “Is the impact from energy too great to offset the financial benefit”? That is like asking if potato farming is too great to offset the benefit for the state of Idaho. Why are we asking those kinds of questions at state sponsored meetings? Commissioner Todd stated we need to ask the state that question. Director Hansen talked about the Fast Track Grants and the Enterprise Program. We are hoping to get a foot in the door this year to include some retail for the tax credit with these programs. We have four Fast Track Grants in the process right now in our county. It has to be a one on one cash match to a business doing a capital investment in equipment or building. And it has to result in keeping or getting a job. Retail businesses or hospitality businesses do not qualify in our county. House Reprehensive Craig Powell is running a bill to expand upon the population for these grants. Uintah County got kicked out last year because their population went above thirty thousand people. Commissioner Winterton stated there has been a lot of activity on water law, which affects us greatly.  We believe Healthy Utah is a great proposal and have been in support of it. It is much better than Obamacare, but the house will not even bring it up to talk about it.
Other Business

None
Adjournment

Mayor Ryan adjourned the meeting at 3:58 p.m. 
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