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Lewiston City held a regular City Council meeting March 17, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the  Lewiston City Club Room located at 29 South Main, Lewiston, Utah.  Those in attendance were: Jeff Hall, Stacey Prescott, Don Baldwin and Recorder Julie Bergeson.  Mayor Field, Robert Martinez and Fizz Bodily were excused.  Jeff Hall is acting as Mayor Pro Tem.  Others in attendance were: Mark Blair, Laurel Jensen, Victoria Jensen, Marty Jensen, Bridgette Jensen, Rhett Jensen, Jake Taylor and Kayla Taylor.

Agenda Items:
Welcome, Roll Call, Invocation, Citizen Input

Jeff welcomed everyone to the meeting and excused Mayor Field, Robert Martinez and Fizz Bodily after which Don offered an opening prayer.  Jeff noted that there is a quorum present for the meeting.  Jeff noted that this is the citizen input time if there were any comments.  The Laurel Jensen family made comments regarding their feelings that they are being targeted for multiple faults including welfare of animals, the equipment on their property and just general harassment.  The Jensen family wants to know the basis of the complaint and also want the name/names of the complainants. Members of the Laurel Jensen family complained that the sheriff’s department and animal control have been to their home multiple times and that they are very frustrated and feel targeted because nothing is wrong.   The members of the council told the Jensen’s that the sheriff’s department is obligated to check out complaints and the Jensen’s reiterated that they are completely baseless because the horse is healthy and so is the goat.  Mr. Jensen noted that he is not happy to be here and was not happy to see his name on the agenda and he wants to know why he is here.  Jeff noted that we would move forward with the agenda at this time and discuss the Jensen’s at the appropriate time on the agenda.  

Child & Family Support: April as Child Abuse Prevention Month

Kayla Taylor representing the Child & Family Support Center presented a summary of the services that the center provides and invited the Lewiston City Council to again officially support and sign the proclamation ‘April is Child Abuse Prevention Month’.  Kayla told the council about all of the activities that run in conjunction with the proclamation including the Blue Ribbon Benefit Dinner and Auction for the center.  Kayla noted that they have classes for adults, children, a nursery; good touch bad touch classes and many more.   Jeff Hall acting as mayor pro tem read the proclamation to the council after which the council unanimously agreed to support and sign the proclamation that ‘April is Child Abuse Prevention Month’.  

Approval of Minutes & Expenses

Stacey made a motion to approve the minutes.  Don seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Stacey made a motion to approve the expenses. Don seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Nuisance/Abatement procedure for Property of Laurel Jensen 335 East Center

Jeff discussed the procedure in the nuisance ordinance regarding unused equipment, etc. in yards and noted that last month the council discussed and agreed to send out letters asking residents for compliance within the ordinance after the city has received numerous complaints.  The city agreed that the letter would be sent to the Jensen property and noted that the abatement procedure according to the city attorney is to proceed with the city doing the cleanup and likely ending up in district court or to move forward by filing a complaint with our civil court regarding violation of the nuisance ordinance and get them into court in Lewiston and that the fine in civil court is $750 and 5 days in jail with the ability to work out both if the individual is amenable to showing action through the judge.  Jeff noted that the attorney recommended the civil court as the best choice because typically the district court goes on for years, is expensive, and is often not resolved.  Jeff noted that the city has sent many letters over the years to residents and the response has been one of cooperation and communication between the residents and the city to comply with the ordinance by cleaning up and that is the goal.  Jeff noted that at this time the council needs to decide which course of action they plan to take in the effort to enforce the ordinance. 

Jeff thanked the Jensen’s for coming and noted that we appreciate their comments. Jeff noted that we have given them opportunities to work with us and we have not had any response.  Jeff noted that we would love to meet and go over the ordinance and make a plan.  Mr. Jensen reiterated that he is being targeted and harassed and wants to know what the city wants.  Mr. Jensen noted that he does forensic engineering and analysis on equipment and he spends a lot of time tearing things apart and figuring out how they work so the majority of the stuff that is on his property is stuff that helps him stay employed. Mr. Jensen noted that he has moved a lot of stuff and is adding buildings to house things as he can and noted that he understands that he does not need to get permits to build additional buildings and he is moving forward to house some equipment as fast as money allows.  Mr. Jensen said he has been out of town and feels the timeline of the letter sent did not give adequate time to him for response.  Mr. Jensen noted again that he feels that there are places all over as messy as his and he feels strongly that there is a personal vendetta being leveled against them.  Jeff said we appreciate what they have done in the past and noted that for the most part all we would have needed was to get a response and we probably would not even had to be at this point.  Jeff noted that what the city would like is a planned course of action and timeline for the cleanup of the yard.  Jeff noted that the city sends letters out a couple of times a year hoping for a response and told the Jensen’s that we are grateful that they came up tonight and primarily what we need is to hear a plan.  Mr. Jensen said he cannot really give timeline because he is still working on his wife’s medical bills and that it may be slow.  Mr. Jensen said that it is none of the city’s business to tell him to get cleaned up and he and his family want to know specifically who complained.  Jeff said we get the complaints and the city goes out to see if they are valid.  Jensen said that there is a personal vendetta and it seems to be coming against them and he wants it to stop and that he is communicating with his attorney.  Jeff noted that we have to do our job as well.  Don told the Jensen’s that it is not defamation it is the nuisance ordinance and it is a requirement of law and there is no vendetta.  Don noted that when something hits this point there is a requirement that we have to respond in a certain way and there was not a vendetta of the city’s it is the simple process that takes place no matter who it is and if we do not follow procedure there is potential for neglect on our part.  Don told the Jensen’s that there was no personal attack intended.  Jeff noted that there are times in the year that we have the big dumpster at the park and we ask people to take time to clean up and to have things look nice.    Jeff noted that the city has an obligation to address the properties that get complaints. The members of the Jensen family are not satisfied and want names of any and all who complained. Don noted that any complaints are treated exactly the same and we have to proceed in the manner the ordinance lays out by law.  Rhett Jensen noted that the city does not follow the nuisance law and pointed out the city’s storage of rusted out equipment behind the city shop by Theurer’s.  Don noted that it is not the city’s equipment that it belongs to Paul King and it is still in use and that Paul takes it out to clean ditches maybe once a year and that the Jensen’s are confusing the city shed with Paul King’s property.  The Jensen’s are still very frustrated but they will continue to try to improve and at this point want a commitment from the council that this is the end of it.  Jeff told the Jensen’s that it is not closed but as long as they continue to let us know what they are doing to improve we will try to work with them.  The members of the council are glad the Jensen’s came in so that both parties had a chance to explain their viewpoint.  

Departments:
Administration- Mayor’s Report

Jeff reminded the members of the council that it is time to start working on next year’s budget. 

Sewer, Economic Development & Cemetery

Jeff noted that the cemetery is still waiting on the surveyor to complete his task before we can accomplish the land swap.  

4th of July, Emergency Preparedness, CERT, Arts Council

Fizz was excused no report was given. 

Roads, Fire Department, Youth Council
  
Don reported that the Fire Association dinner was a success.  Don noted that the Youth Council Easter Egg Hunt is planned for the 28th of March.  Don noted that he is looking for some other advisors to help with next year and asked for suggestions from the council.  Jeff suggested Patti Wiser as a possibility.   

Don reported that the roads budget has not used much for snow removal this year and that we have discussed a new mower and he would like to move forward with that.  Don wondered if some of the money saved from snow removal could be used toward that purchase.  The members of the council discussed the mower and if water and sewer specifically could be charged for some of the expense.  Mark noted that the use of the mower for water and sewer would not be much and that it is almost all roads.  Jeff noted that for the new budget year it is time to replace one of the city trucks with the toolboxes and the cost would be around $28,000 and that it will be split between water, sewer, cemetery, roads and parks.  
  
Planning & Zoning, Library: Library Board Nominees

Stacey said that he did not attend but we did have the open and public meeting training.  Stacey heard good feedback that it went over well. Ricky and Nicole Theurer are building a home on 1600 West just south and east of the meat shop.

Stacey noted that the Library Board members that were approved last month have backed out so he has a new list of names to submit for service on the Library Board.  Stacey said that he would like to submit to the council the following individuals for tenure on the Lewiston City Library Board; Josie Pitcher from Cornish, Kara Foster from Lewiston and Teresa Nielsen from Cove.  Stacey made a motion to approve Josie Pitcher, Kara Foster and Teresa Nielsen to the Lewiston City Library Board.  Don seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Stacey noted that Lindsey Wright and Amy Mortimer are on the board and that Cami Allen and Mandy Steele would not be serving.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Water, Parks & Recreation, Theatre, Water Bids for 200 South Project

Jeff said we bid the 200 South to 400 East water project and also the 1600 south from the Greg Karren home to Van Jorgensen.  Jeff noted that three bids came in for the job with the low bid of $139,000 from Great Basin Development Construction.  Jeff made a motion to approve the bid of $139,000 from Great Basin Development Construction for the 200 south to 400 east water job.  Don seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously with the vote as follows; Jeff, yes, Don, yes, Stacey, yes.  Jeff noted that the water department has the money to pay for that job.

Jeff noted that on 400 East and 400 North another home is planned to go in just north of Bryce Gilbert.  Jeff discussed that the water line will be looped there and that the McKee’s will lay the pipe if we will buy the materials.  Jeff noted that this is a great deal and will cost about $18,000 for the pipe and it is ordered.  Jeff said we are in the process of getting the paperwork for a utility easement right of way for the section that will be new.  

Jeff noted that the water department has two projects coming that will help us comply with the state requirements for fire protection on 2400 west from Wally Wiser’s to Jackson Smith’s.  Jeff noted the other project is to have a capital model of our water lines and we are looking into grant money to help do that.  

Jeff told the council that the parks are working on getting the new pavilion ready and that at the complex we have rolled and dug in a compost mix to get the fields back up to snuff.  Jeff noted that soccer is coming up and so the complex will be getting high use.  Jeff noted that also at the complex they poured four concrete pads and will put four picnic tables by the playground equipment.  Jeff noted that they are going to place them at different angles so that the children playing can be seen and watched from all angles for safety.  Jeff noted that they are also working on improving the sprinklers at the complex and that it is going to be costly but really needs to be done.  
Jeff noted that the theatre continues to do great and they have had some really great movies that have been very well attended.  

Jeff noted that Bob Kent from Cornish has been hired to take care of the city park and that Matt Cates has been hired for the cemetery, and that Randall Wheeler is still at the complex.  

Adjournment

Stacey made a motion to adjourn.  Don seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  Next regular meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2015.
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