Monticello City Council 

March 10, 2015

MONTICELLO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday ▪ March 10, 2015 ▪ 7:00 p.m. 
17 North 100 East, Monticello, UT


Items 1-4 were part of the Municipal Building Authority Meeting held prior to this City Council Meeting. 


5. Call to Order - The regularly scheduled meeting of the Monticello City Council was called to Order by Mayor Tim Young, at 7:03 p.m. The following persons were present for all, or portions of the meeting.

City Officials


Mayor Tim Young

City Council



Scott Frost 

Monte Wells

Steven Duke

George Rice

Rick Clark


City Manager: Ty Bailey- Excused

City Deputy Recorder: Wanda Skinner

Public Works Superintendent: Nate Langston


Visitors


Mary Cokenour, Roy Cokenour, Todd Thorne (SEUALG), Roma Young, Dorothy Pipkin-Padilla 

6. Invocation/Opening Remarks - Mayor Young invited anyone in the audience or the governing body to offer a prayer or opening remarks.  A prayer was given by Mayor Tim Young.


7. Minutes Review/Approval - The minutes were mailed with the agendas. 


Item #14.3 – Mike Bailey should be Mike Palmer.  

MOTION was made by Councilman Steven Duke to approve the minutes of the Monticello City Council meeting held on March 10, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Monte Wells and passed unanimously.  

8. Public Comment




None.  
 

9. Payment of Bills - Questions and answers were directed to the following bills:




#41419: Panasonic

#41396: Freedom Mailing System


#41442: Family Dollar gift cards


#41405: Max Technology monthly service contract for IT. 


#41397: Frontier


San Juan County Road Dept: Large equipment maintenance contract. 


#41444: Westland Construction – MBA?

#9999: Verizon Wireless: may want to look into Straight Talk. 

            MOTION was made by Councilman Scott Frost to approve the bills as paid.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Steven Duke and passed unanimously.

10. Welcome Center Report 
             
Welcome Center Manager, Dorothy Pipkin-Padilla, reported a 60% increase in visitation since the 2013/2014 season.  Mayor Young asked her what she feels attributes to the increase. She said the focus on public awareness, attendance to county conventions, opening early for tours, cultural artist expositions, and complementary beverages and pastries have helped. The Welcome Center staff have been willing to close late for scout tours and see value in community involvement. Manager Pipkin-Padilla discussed some of the results of the visitor survey and the reasons people are visiting our town. It is her goal to be open seven days per week from 9-6 every day by October 31, 2015. She has recently visited the schools to remind them of the field trip opportunities and the fun displays in the museum. The hotels were also visited to encourage guests to learn more about the area at the Welcome Center. A research center is being added to the museum which will contain historical documents and facts concerning San Juan County. Many items have already been donated to this display. She also discussed the Farmer’s market which will begin soon for the summer season. Mayor Young asked what the City Council can do to help make it better. Manager Pipkin-Padilla responded, saying the Welcome Center needs the support of the City Council to allow the Center to move in a positive direction by extending hours and selling “Monticello” products which have been unavailable to tourists in the past due to a Canyonlands Natural History Association (CNHA) Contract that is very restrictive. Councilman Wells asked when the contract will be up for renewal. Manager Pipkin-Padilla said it is to be renewed in September of 2015. Councilman Frost asked how much of the budget comes from the CNHA contract. Manager Pipkin-Padilla said it is about $6,000. But she feels some budgetary changes could help compensate for the loss of revenue. Her plan is to buy some of the “hot items” back from CNHA and then use Blanding as an example for inventory ideas. Councilman Wells agreed that there is a lot of inventory that would appeal to visitors and he is willing to help find products that will sell. Roy Cokenour said having passionate staff at the Welcome Center has made a great difference in the growth in visitation. Manager Pipkin-Padilla said she and her staff go above and beyond. Mayor Young said he has notice a big difference in the Welcome Center and asked to be informed of changes. He commended the staff for the 60% increase.

11. Secondary Water Rates



Superintendent Langston discussed options for new rates for the secondary water. Meters have been installed and data from those meters has been evaluated during the 2014 season. The options presented were based on the average usage with the intent to reward conservation efforts and to charge more for over usage.   The seasonal secondary billing cycle will be May to October. A public hearing will be scheduled to discuss these rates in detail. 

MOTION was made by Councilman George Rice to approve option 1. The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott Frost and opened for discussion. 


Councilman George Rice – Aye


Councilman Scott Frost – Aye


Councilman Monte Wells – Aye


Councilman Rick Clark – Aye


Councilman Steven Duke – Aye


The motion passed unanimously. 


12. CDBG and RLF Programs – Todd Thorne
  
Todd Thorne discussed the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) which is designed to help communities fund different projects based on a priority list. The highest priority for these funds is low income housing. Sewer projects are also often funded by this type of grant. He encouraged participation in this program. He also discussed the Revolving Loan Fund RLF which is available as a small business loan available to business owners.  
13.  Governing Body/Administrative Communications

  


         13.1 Inn at the Canyons/Street lights and deer Passage. The Council would like manager Bailey to look into the process of acquiring more street lights. 200 W and Center is also a problem area. 




13.2 There was discussion concerning the sale of the Dodge Durango to the Fire Department. The Fire Dept. won’t be putting a lot of miles on it as it would be used for training travel. The Council would like Manager Bailey to evaluate the finances regarding this sale/purchase. 





13.3 Oak Ridge and Pinion Drive: John William expressed concerns about the quality of these roads. There was discussion about a mag chloride application and possible small section of pavement. 





13.4 City Kiosk: the kiosk needs to be installed, the question was asked as to who should be responsible for the installation. There is $400 left for the installation. Councilman Rice said it doesn’t look good to have an approved expenditure not stay within budget. 





13.5 Transportation District 5 million dollar project. These funds will be split between Blanding and Monticello for road projects. 400 N will be completely reconstructed and 500 N will move up the priority list for pavement.

14. Upcoming Agenda Items



8
    

16.1. Business License Approval



16.2 Lands Bill Resolution





17. Meetings: 


18. Adjournment
            
MOTION was made by Councilman Rick Clark to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilman Monte Wells and passed unanimously.


ATTEST:  ____________________  

                              Cindi Holyoak, Recorder
Minutes APPROVED by: ___________________


DATE:  ___________

                                           Mayor Tim Young
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