
Newton Town Council Meeting
February 5, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Minutes
1. Opening Ceremony				4. Water Loan Payoff Discussion
2. Approval of January minutes			5. Council Reports on Assignments
3. Fire Department Report			 

Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Kathryn Rigby, Matt Phillips and Jed Woodward
 Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder)
Visitors present: Sarah Rigby, Jewel Kloth, Carrie Milligan, Allie Phillips, Kylee Woodward, Jerrica Jensen, Becca Goodsell, Ben Mohlman, Madie David, Kjerstie Hodgson, and Von Brown

1. The Newton Youth Council conducted the opening ceremony.

2. The January 2015 minutes were approved as written.

Mayor Christiansen thanked the Youth council for their attendance and for participating in activities like the food drive. He asked the youth council to give an update.  Kylee Woodward, Mayor of the Newton Youth Council handed out a fundraiser pamphlet that the youth council is doing. Kylee explained the youth council is selling chocolate dipped strawberries for Valentine’s Day. The funds will be used to send youth to the youth council conference in March. The youth council has 11 members attending the conference. Kathryn Rigby stated that at last month’s town council meeting it was decided the town would pay $50 towards the registration cost for each youth attending. The youth council was excused from the meeting to attend their meeting.

3. Fire Department Report – postponed 

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Water Loan Payoff - Terri Stapley, Treasurer, handed out the account information to the Town Council. Terri explained the amount remaining on the loan and interest rate of 5%. Terri discussed the town’s different accounts interest rates. Terri explained that the town does have the means to pay off the water loan without touching our cd accounts. It was discussed that we could still make a payment into a water account to build up revenue for the next water project. Clair Christiansen will contact rural development to find out if there are any penalties for paying off the loan early. There was a discussion about how much money would be saved in interest.
Kathryn Rigby made a motion to pay off the rural development water loan as long as the penalty is not too much. Matt Hansen seconds the motion.
			Jed Woodward – yes
			Matt Hansen – yes
			Clair Christiansen – yes
			Matt Phillips – yes
			Kathryn Rigby – yes
	Motion passed.
Mayor Christiansen said he would like to send a thank you letter to Jay Rigby for starting the project when he was Mayor and let him know we are paying the loan off.

Clair Christiansen thanked Jewel Kloth from Best Engineering for attending and asked her to give an update. Jewel Kloth discussed information for a Smith’s grant. The grant supports registered 501 (c) 3 non-profit groups, which the “Friends of the Newton Library” is. She explained if  people shop at Smith’s and use their rewards card a percentage of their purchase goes towards their preferred non-profit. We would just need to register with Smith’s and get information out there. Sarah Rigby will look into it and work with Kathryn Rigby to get flyers done. Jewel Kloth explained that Zion’s bank also does charity work and will be at the rural water conference. She suggested that Matt Phillips talk to them when he attends the conference.

Sarah Rigby explained that she met with Darrin Hancey, building inspector, to look at our town hall building and the 17 West Main building.  Darrin Hancey plans to write up a report on his findings and send it to us. Sarah spoke to him about expanding the Library into the north fire bay. He explained it was fine and just that area would need to be built to code. Darrin Hancey was concerned with the cinder block walls, if they were reinforced, at the 17 West Main building. Jed Woodward suggested to look at them with a metal detector to see if there is rebar inside. Sarah Rigby explained some of the suggestions the building inspector had for the building. Jed Woodward will follow up on who owns the propane tanks and see if we could sell them.

5. Council Reports – Matt Phillips gave an update on the land conservation fund appraisals.  The appraisals were received. Matt Phillips will forward a copy to the council members. The owners of one of the lots are ready to sell. That lot does not come with a secondary water share. Secondary water shares were discussed. Matt Phillips explained that there is a 23’ gap between the lot discussed and the lot to the east of it. Different processes to claim the property and property boundary lines were discussed. Matt Phillips would like to put up a chain link fence along the east side of the property and along the soccer fields to the north.  It was discussed to have it as an Eagle Scout project or install a sign for the park.  RAPZ grant funding was discussed.  Clair Christiansen will contact the other property owner about selling for the appraised value. Jed Woodward asked if we could just remove the existing barb wire fence around the soccer fields. It was discussed to have a service project to complete that. Matt Phillips will look into costs of having a professional help or oversee with installing a chain link fence. Matt Phillips discussed that new soccer goal posts have been purchased with RAPZ funding. Matt Phillips would like to sell the old ones. Graffiti on the soccer restroom was discussed. It was decided not to submit a claim to insurance. Jed and Matt will keep working on getting the graffiti removed. Jed Woodward has tried talking with the manufacturer about the eroding water fountain at the soccer field. He is waiting to hear back from them. Matt Phillips has decided to continue with last year’s contractor for lawn mowing.
Clair Christiansen discussed the Mendon building, a new town hall and library. He discussed their funding for the building and plans. Terri Stapley explained that we have a capital project fund established that we can start accumulating money in to go towards building renovations. Sarah Rigby said that the library will start saving money in the fund and doing more fundraisers towards the renovations. Sarah explained that many grants will do matching funds. Clair Christiansen recommended reviewing the budget yearly to see what money could be dedicated to the capital project fund.
Clair Christiansen reported that animal control is working. Clair said the court is going okay but we need to decide what we are going to do with the court because we can’t continue with a temporary situation. It was discussed that we have not heard from Amalga whether or not they will continue with the court. Terri Stapley will do a financial report next month. Clair Christiansen discussed having a volunteer help with doing reminder calls to have dogs licensed. It was discussed to have the youth council help with reminder calls or take around flyers. Kathryn will follow up with the youth council. If the youth council does not want the job it was discussed to post for the job.
Matt Hansen discussed installing an automatic door closer for the outside restrooms. He is concerned about being able to adjust it so it isn’t so strong a child cannot open the door. Matt Hansen will look into it some more.
Kathryn Rigby reported that town ski night was wet because of rain but went well. A 140 ski passes were purchased. Kathryn said that the Newton Library board elected Sue Jelus to be chairperson. Beth Jenkins has resigned and Jeanette Rigby has accepted to be on the board. When they reviewed the Library board rules it states the council member representative can be a voting member or a liaison. It was discussed that the library board should decide. The town Easter Egg hunt will be April 4. Kathryn is still looking for a co-chair for the town celebration. Possible candidates were discussed. She asked that anyone submit possibilities to her. Carrie Milligan returned to the meeting and reported that the youth council has set goals for fundraising. She also reported that the youth council would like to hold an end of the school year party at the park and have a youth project for town clean-up day. The youth council officer term will be September to August.  They would like to put an age limit on youth council that says youth must be at least in 8th grade. They would like to recruit more boys to be on the youth council because there is only one right now. Carrie Milligan reported that they determined each youth will pay $20 towards the youth council conference, with $50 coming from the fundraiser and $50 from the town.
Jed Woodward reported that he has contacted the County about doing chip/seal this summer and a double chip/seal on part of 400 West. He has not heard back from the County yet. It was discussed that 100 South, by the LDS church, crowns wrong. It does not drain correctly. Jed would like to look into different options there. There was a discussion about deer and signing new DWR release forms for 2015.


The regular meeting adjourned.

Minutes prepared by; 

________________________________________		___________
Karla R. Ferguson, Newton Town Clerk			Approval Date 
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